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The  contents  of  this  little  hook  h;i\c,  in  part,  apprarcd 
in  the  JliUoti  yars  and  cl^rwhcrr.  They  have  hrcn 
gathered  nito  the  present  form  ior  the  pm-pose  of  roinpart- 
nees  and  permanence. 

The  reader  will  eonie  uj)  against  nuin('r()u>  dat»  pi..- 
bate  references  and  statistics  of  various  foi  ins,  wiiich  make 
hard  and  dull  reading.  lUit  tliese  ti-ures  and  n-fcn  ncf., 
if  accurate  and  reliable,  make  up  the  chief  \ahie  (if  ili.- 
various  articles. 

It  follows  that  this  collection  is  not  foi-  ea-\  and  p'.pnl.u 
reading,  but  rather  for  the  use  of  those  of  our  cili/.i  ii.s  and 
others  who  delight  in,  and  are  seeking  after,  the  venerahh- 
and  antiquated  men  and  things  of  our  ancient  i«>\\n. 

To  all  such  earnest  searchers,  evcryw  heic,  ii  i-  h(  ai  iiU 
inscribed. 

A.  I\     f I  I  1  I 

]V[iLTON,  Mass.,  Jt  ly,  1900. 
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BRIEF  MEMORIALS  OF  ANCIENT  CITIZENS 

rur.sr.NTKi)  at  riii: 

TOWN  HALL  L.KFOliK  TIIK  SCHOOL  (  ( »M  M  I  I  l  i: I . 
AND  SCHOOLS  OF  MlLToN,  OCT.   18,  1895,   UV   ALliLIM  K 

TKKLK. 


Ladies  and  GentlcDicn  of  tlir  Sclund  ( ^mn nnttee : 

At  your  request  I  hiive  prepared  l)riel"  stateineut^  n^spert- 

ing  those  of  our  early  inliahitants  wliosr  ii:iiih  >^  v<hi  prnp.iH, 

to  affix  to  our  eomnion  jr^ehools. 

The  men  whom  you  liave  selected  wi  re  in  their  <lay, 

without  exception,  representative  nu  n.    Thev  were  men  i>f 

stalwart  character,  strong,  wise,  God-lea r'mi:  nien  :  earnest 

in  purpose  and  decided  in  action,  who  eonld  1)0  safely  tni-t«  .1 

with  the  affairs  of  Church  and  State. 

Such  are  the  individuals  whom  you  have  seleeted,  from 

the  vast  number  of  their  compeers,  to  uive  nann  -  t<»  tli. 

schools  of  Milton,  whose  rare  qualities  of  heart  and  mind. 

in  many  particulars,  all  our  sons  and  dauLditers  may  well 

emulate. 

Never  were  more  truthful  words  uttereil  than  those  ot 
Governor  Stoughton,  in  his  Election  Sermon,  l^IGS:  — 

"  God  sifted  a  whole  nation  that  lu'  iniuht  send  ehoier  i;r:iiii  over 
into  this  wilderness." 

BELCHER  SCHOOL. 

It  is  proposed  to  name  the  East  School  tin-  lu-leher  Selmol. 

Jonathan  Belcher  was  born  in  ( 'anil)rl(lL:-e,  Mass.,  Jan. 
1681,  and  o-raduated  at  Harvard  Colleue  in  lf.!>lK  in  a  (dass 
of  twelve. 
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After  leaving  college  he  spent  several  years  abroad,  travel- 
ling over  England  and  various  countries  of  Central  and 
Northern  Europe. 

On  his  return  he  became  partner  in  business  with  his  father 
and  acquired  an  ample  fortune.  He  also  became  deeply- 
interested  in  public  affiiirs.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Council, 
1722-23  and  1726-27. 

In  1728  he  was  authorized  I)y  the  General  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  represent  the  State  at  London  in  the  settlement 
of  a  matter  of  important  public  interest ;  and  at  the  same 
time  he  was  appointed  by  the  State  of  Connecticut  as  counsel 
in  the  famous  suit  of  AVinthrop  versus  Lechmore.  He 
accepted  the  trusts  and  arrived  in  England  early  in  1729. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  Governor  Burnet  died,  and  as 
Belcher  was  on  the  spot  and  was  supported  at  Court  by  many 
friends,  he  secured  the  appointment  as  Governor  Burnet's 
successor  in  the  TOvcrnmcnt  of  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire. 

During  his  residence  in  Euro[)e  lU'lchcr  formed  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  Dr.  Isaac  Watts,  the  poet,  who  conunemo- 
rated  the  a[)pointment  of  his  friend  to  this  lionorable  [)osition 
by  a  very  beautiful  ode,  wliich  we  co[)y  in  liill  from  the  Xew 
England  Weekly  Jo unud      A\v^,      1730: — 

T(9  A/.y  Excellency  JoNATii AX  Belcher,  Esq.,  in  Loxdon. 
Appointed  by  his  ]Majesty  King  George  II.  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  Xew  England  on  his  return. 

Go,  favorite  man  ;  spread  to  the  winds  thy  sails  ; 
The  AVestern  ocean  smiles  ;  the  Eastern  gales, 
Attend  tliy  hour.    Ten  thousand  vows  arise, 
T'  ensure  for  thee  the  waves,  for  thee  the  skies. 
And  waft  thee  homeward.    On  thy  native  strand, 
Tliy  j\ution  throngs  to  hail  thy  Bark  to  Land. 
She  sent  thee  envoy  to  secure  her  Laws 
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And  lie  Inv.-d  FnM  .lnin.  Mi.r.-.d  tli.-  .-aiiM!, 

AikI  make  tlirc  ndrr  tl.nv.    Thy  name  unilt-n 
Tliv  Priiic,'\  hoiH.rs,  and  iliy  l»,M,ph.\  Ki^rhu. 
Twice  lia-        /.  al  \u-i  ii  In        Sovi«n-ii;n  Kliown 
111  (icrinan  U.  alin^,  uliilc  W't  lli..  Hniinli  'riironi-, 
Sio-ird  for  ill,'  11, .UM-  ,,f  Hnm.swirk  ;  iln-n-  iIin  knet? 
Paid  iis  lirsi  ii'il.iii,-  i,.  fntnn!  Maj»-.stv, 
And  owncl  ih,.  Till,'  .-iv  ihr  crown  llad  ^li.-d 
it's  i-adiaiil  Honor.  loniid  ili,-  Koyal  Failn-r's  hrad. 
Lon^i^  has  ihy  nation  l,.v.',l  ih,-,-  ;  sai^r  in  youth, 
111  manhood  noltl\  l),.|,l  and  In  in  lo  truth  ; 
Shinino-  in  ai  ts  ,.i  1',       ;  y.  i  niidst  a  Siorni 
Skillfnl  i'  ad\i.,',  and  Ni-jm-on-  lo  prrfnrni  ; 
Kind  to  the  Woi-1,1  and  dm. -on.  lo  thu  .skirH, 
Distress  and  want  to  tlic'  di!-,  rt  (iicir  fves  ; 
Thv  life  a  pnhlir  uood.     W  liai  li,-avrnr\  K*av 

iat  coiirtuons  Spirit  p<niii'-<l  ont  ilic 
To  make  Xcw  AlLion  Id, -si,  wlnai  (MM.r-."  .' 
Gave  the  doyfnl  Nation  to  tli\  Trn-i  : 
Great  GeoruX'  rewai'ds  tli\  /,  :il  in  liapp\  In.nr 
With  a  bright  iM-am  of  hi.  Imp, -rial  l*.»w.-r. 

Go,  Belcher,  Go  I     Assume  thy  i^lorioii.  s\\  a\  ; 

Faction  expires,  and  Boston  loiins  to  ohrv. 

Beneath  thy  rule  may  Trntli  and  \'irtn«-  -pii-ad. 

Divine  Kehgion  rai.se  alofi  Ik  i-  Ii.  ad. 

And  deal  her  Blessings  round.     L<  i  India  hear 

That  Jesiis  reigns,  and  her  wild  Trihr.  j>rrpan* 

For  Heavenly  Joys.    Thy  l*ow,  i-  shall  rule  hv  I,o\..'; 

So  reigns  our  Jesus  in  his  Realms  ahove. 

Illustrous  pattern  !     Let  liim  li\  tliine  I*A  r 

And  guide  thine  Hand.     llr  fi-,»m  tlif  world  on  hi-h 

Came  once  an  Envoy  and  rcinrn.  d  a  KiiiLf: 

The  Sons  of  Light  in  tliion-s  tln  ir  llouiage  hriui;. 

While  Glory,  Life  and  do\  hcm-aih  hi<  Sceptre  Sjiriiii;. 

1.  Watt.m. 

Maeck  3L  1730. 

Governor  lielclier  was  sent  lioiiie  on  tin-  inan-ot-war-tVig- 
ate  "  Blauford/'  lie  arrived  at  (asilo  William  (now  Fort 
Independence)  Satin-day  nlglit ,  Aiin.      1  T.io.    He  atteiuled 
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divine  service  at  the  Castle  on  the  Sabbath  and  landed  Mon- 
day morning  at  the  end  of  Long  Wharf  amid  the  ringing  of 
bells,  booming  of  cannon,  and  general  rejoicing. 

Governor  Belcher  purchased  the  Holman  estate  situated  in 
Milton  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Adams  Street,  and  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Mrs.  A.  H.  Payson,  between  the 
years  1728  and  1730.  This  was  his  suburban  residence  dur- 
ing the  term  of  eleven  years  in  which  he  was  governor  of  this 
province.  His  advent  here  at  nearly  tlie  same  time  with 
Provincial  Treasurer  Foye,  who  was  nephew  of  the  governor, 
and  had  previously  taken  up  liis  residence  in  the  vicinity, 
changed  in  no  small  degree  tlie  character  of  this  portion  of 
the  town.  He  projected  large  improvements  on  his  lands  ; 
and  in  preparing  to  buikl  his  mansion,  an  avenue  fifty  feet 
in  width  was  graded  and  finished  from  the  street  up  the  hill, 
where  the  building  was  to  be  erected.  This  work  he 
required  to  be  executed  with  so  great  nicety  and  precision, 
that  friends  and  visitors  on  tlie  first  entrance  upon  the 
avenue  mi^^-ht  see  the  n-leamino;  of  his  i^old  knee-buckles 
as  he  stood  on  the  distant  })iazza." 

The  outline  of  the  avenue  is  now  plainly  visible  as  you 
pass  over  Unquity  Brook  on  the  way  to  East  Milton.  It  is 
enclosed  by  a  wire  fence  and  extends  from  the  southwesterly 
side  of  Adams  Street  up  the  hill  towards  the  Dustan  Man- 
sion. Near  the  head  of  the  avenue  a  barn  was  built,  but  the 
plan  for  the  mansion  was  never  carried  out.  This  work  of 
grading  was  accomplished  by  the  Provincial  troops,  which 
were  marched  out  to  his  INIilton  land  by  regiments  on  drill 
and  fiitigue  duty.  A  regiment  moved  from  Boston  on  Mon- 
day, camped  on  the  grounds  for  the  week,  and  were  relieved 
by  a  second  regiment  for  the  subsequent  week. 
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The  necessary  n'tiiuic  (•!' s.  r\  imHh  and  sliivea  ;  the  showy 
equipage  attendant  in  tlmsc  days  «»n  hii^h  ..fHcial  Mluliun, 
which  Governor  1m  l.hrr  accept. m|  t(»  itn  full  extent;  iho 
coming  and  -olnu' ot"  nicsscnL'-i  r- ;  tlh-  tonnal  and  inlormal 
.visits  of  officers  and  anihassador^  which  alwavn  tnllowiMl  an 
important  per.^on,  even  to  his  rctin-incnt,  all  thcMe  gave  un- 
wonted life  and  inipoi'tance  to  ih.'  hiihcrto  quiet  town. 

In  his  portrait,  now  extant,  th.-  (  i overnor  appearn  with 
the  colonial  wig,  velvet  eoat,  and  wai-tcoat  (h'cke<l  witli 
rich  gold  lace  ;  lace  ruffles  at  the  neck  and  wristjj,  witli  the 
attendant  small  clothes  and  low  shoe  adorned  with  gohl  knee 
and  shoe  huekles.  His  person  and  presence  were  irraceful 
and  pleasing.  He  was  a  man  oi'  socirtv  and  atlairf,  and 
spent  his  money  wdth  elegant  liix'ialit \  . 

He  generally  attended  church  in  Milton.  A  pew  in  the 
Milton  church  was  formally  assigned  to  him  hv  the  town, 
which  was  "  the  first  on  tlie  easterly  side  (.t"  the  southerly 
doors  to  remain  to  his  Excellency  (iovernor  Ih'lcher'f* 
Estate  on  the  same  footing  as  the  re<t  of  the  pew-  in  nnr 
meeting-house." 

Governor  Belcher  was  douhtless  interested  in  the  >chool 
then  taught  in  his  immediate  neighhorhood.  ( )m' hclujoln 
were  established  at  a  very  early  date  in  the  east  en<l  of  the 
town. 

In  1669  Thomas  Vose  was  chosen  School-Ma-irr  i<.r  liie 
East  End  of  the  Town  to  teach  children  and  youth  to  write  ; 
he  eccepted  the  same."  The  school  wa-  at  thr  head  of 
Vose's,  now^  Churchill's,  Lane.  There  is  goixl  evidence 
that  itw\as  kept  in  the  Old  Meeting  House,  douhtlebH  uavil 
for  both  purposes. 

The  second  school-house  was  hnilt  In  171s,  "an  near  the 
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Smith's  Shop  as  convenient,"  on  the  present  estate  of 
Charles  E.  Perkins,  Mikon  Hill. 

The  third  school-liouse  was  built  in  1768,  on  land  donated 
by  Isaac  Howe,  opposite  Mikon  Burying  Ground. 

The  fourth  house  was  built  in  1779,  as  follows  :  "Voted 
to  build  a  school-house  in  the  East  End  of  the  Town  near 
the  Liberty  Pole,  similar  to  tlie  one  burned  down  opposite 
the  burying'  grounds." 

The  fifth  liouse  was  built  in  1S35,  on  the  Xortli  side  of 
Squantum  Street,  between  the  Stone  Cottage  and  tlie  liouse 
of  George  W.  Bass.  ''The  sum  of  ^^loO  was  voted  by  the 
town  to  aid  the  East  District  in  building  a  new  School-house.'' 

The  sixth  house,  which  is  now  standing  on  Adams  Street, 
was  built  in  1852,  and  greatly  enlarged  in  1877. 

The  seventh  house  is  the  admirable  structure  erected  by 
the  town  in  1894. 

Governor  Belcher  held  office  for  eleven  years,  1730-1741, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Gov.  William  Shirley,  May  16,  1741. 
He  was  a  voluminous  letter  writer.  A  contemporary  has 
said,  ''His  reckless  j)en  and  ungovernal)le  tongue  made 
many  enemies  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic."  His  servility 
with  those  above  him  and  his  severity  with  those  below  him, 
his  fondness  for  display  and  his  ostentatious  piety,  were 
marked  by  the  men  of  his  day.  Governor  Hutchinson  says 
of  him,  By  freedom  in  conversation,  and  an  unreserved 
censure  of  persons  whose  princi[)lGs  and  conduct  he  dis- 
approved, he  made  himself  many  enemies." 

Governor  Belclier  remained  in  Milton  for  two  years  after 
his  dismission,  then  went  again  to  England  in  1744. 

On  the  death  of  Governor  Morris,  July,  1746,  he  was 
made  Governor  of  Xew  Jersey.    Here  his  administration 
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seems  to  liavc  lu  rn  siKTcssfiil.  He  wan  iKr|>lv  iuiiTt^ictl  iu 
the  foundation  iA'  Princrt.Mi  (\)IK'«re;  seciiml  itn  cluirler  in 
1751-,  and  IxMiiicatluMl  \n  ihc  c. II, 'ire  hin  lilirary  of  tour  liiiii- 

dred  vohuncs. 

He  died  in  Mli/aKctlilow  n,  Aui;-.  .il,  IT.'iT,  and  wan 
biiriod  tlu'  iollowinu'  Sahhatli,  Sept.  1,  wIk  ii  a  fiinrriil  «er- 
inon  was  preached  hy  Aamn  Ihu  i-,  presidrnt  of  tlic  College 
of  Xew  flersey.  Ills  Ix.dy  wa-  drj»..>it<'d  in  a  tonih  in  t\w 
okl  l)urvin^*  grounds  oi"  ( 'ami irid-i-,  .Ma<-. 

Governor   lu'lchcr    nianicd,   dan.  1  ToTj-j;,  Marv, 

daughter  of  I /uait.-(  lov.  \\'ni.  r:iri  rid-r,  <.f  Nrw  Ilanipdiiiv, 
who  died  Oct.  (i,  17;ii'»:  and  a-  second  wife,  in  I»inTin;(- 
ton,  X.  J.,  Sept.  !>,  17  Is,  Mr..  M.m  s  LmuI^.i  Amelia 
Teal.  His  favorite  son,  Jonathan,  dr.,  was  horn  in  H»».ston, 
July  23,  1710;  gra(luatc(l  at  Ilaivaid  in  172S,  then  wmt 
to  England  and  there  stndicd  hiw  foi-  live  years,  and  attainril 
distinction  at  the  English  har.  He  marrl<  (l,  April  17.')t;^ 
at  King's  Chapel,  Boston,  AMgall,  daughter  of  dereniiah 
Allen.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Xo\a  Scotia  and  \va«  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Chebucto,  now  Halifax.  In  17r>0  he 
was  appointed  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  in  17dl  ( 'hief 
Justice  of  the  Province.  His  sevi'n  children  wen*  l'->rn  in 
Halifax.  Andrew,  only  representative  of  the  nan 
male  line,  born  July  22,  ITil.'),  was  a  nieniln'r  ot'lhe  (  -  an  .1 
of  Nova  Scotia.  diief  Justice  Iiclcher  die*!  in  Halifax, 
March  29,  177G,  where  his  graNotoiic  m:iy  i  en. 

Andrew,  the  eldest  son  of  (ioviaaior  In'Mier,  w.i-  horn 
Nov.  17,1706;  graduated  at  Harvard,  1721.  He<-ontinued 
to  reside  on  the  Milton  estate  aftia-  his  lather'-  reni«»val. 
He  represented  the  town  at  the  ( ieneral  ( 'onrt  from  17r»!»  to 
1764.     He  was  Kegister  of  Trohate  lor  SuH'olk,  ll'M- 
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1754,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Council,  1765-7.  He 
married,  April  4,  1754,  Elizabeth  Teal,  daughter  of  his 
father's  second  wife,  and  died  in  Milton,  Jan.  24,  1771, 
aged  sixty-five  years,  without  issue. 

Madame  Belcher  and  the  widow  of  Andrew,  after  the  de- 
cease of  then'  husbands,  occupied  the  Milton  house.  On 
the  27th  of  January,  1776,  the  house  was  burned  down. 
The  two  Mrs.  Belchers,  the  only  occupants  of  the  house, 
passed  the  winter  with  their  friends,  the  ]\Iisses  Murray,  in 
the  Bobbins  House  on  Brush  Hill. 

The  work  of  rebuildin^{  was  at  once  commenced,  and  the 
house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mrs.  Pay  son  was  com- 
pleted the  next  summer,  which  gives  it  an  anticpiity  of  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  years. 

Madame  Belcher  soon  after  died.  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Andrew,  conveyed  the  Milton  estate  to  John  Kowe,  of 
Boston,  May  15,  1781  (Suffolk  Deeds,  Lib.  182,  Fol.  217), 
and  removed  to  England. 

Thus,  for  the  period  of  fifty  years.  Governor  Belcher  and 
his  family  were  intimately  associated  with  tlie  eastern  sec- 
tion of  our  town. 

THE  GLOVER  SCHOOL. 

The  North  School  it  is  proposed  to  call  the  Glover  School. 

John  Glover,  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas  and  Margery 
(Deane)  Glover,  was  born  at  Rainhill  Parish,  Prescot,  Lan- 
caster County,  England,  Aug.  12,  1600,  and  died  in  Bos- 
ton, Dec.  11,  1654. 

Before  leaving  England  he  had  reached  the  period  of 
manhood,  and  married,  1625,  xVnna,  by  whom  he  had  three 
children,  born  in  Prescot,  the  last  in  1629. 
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He  inherited  hirire  landed  estaten  Ironi  hin  father,  aiul  wiw 
in  the  enjoyuient  of  tht'se  estates  at  the  tiiiu' ot' hi«  fiul^rm- 
tion.  He  8cH'ins  to  have  nioxcd  in  il,r  jirnt  nmka  of  uoeiety 
in  his  ancestral  home,  hcariii--  (lie  prefix  of  JAr.,  a  niiirketl 

designation  of  respect  and  lioih»r  in  those  <hiys. 

Hcini;'  a  sti'lct  non-coiiformiM  and  Pinatan,  he  waf*  in 
8yni[)athy  with  the  iiioveinent  of  the  limeH,  and  in  Ifi^H,  by 
the  j)aynient  of  i'oO,  joined  the  London  ( 'onipanv,  or^janizt-^l 
for  the  purpose  of  emigration  t()  New  MiiLrliind. 

The  London  Company  h'ft  Kni^land  M:ireh  L'O,  \  h'2\K  and 
arrived  at  Xantasket  the  .'Wst  ol'  Mav  folli»\vin;,^ 

Mr.  Glover  may  ha\('  resided  at  (  liarlestown  for  a  short 
time,  hut  liis  name  a[)pears  on  the  list  of  inhal.itant,"  at  thi- 
incorporation  of  Dorchester,  Id.)!,  an<l  when  the  chiu'i-h  wa^ 
reorganized  there  in  untha*  Richard  Matlicr,  pa^tor, 

Mr.  Glover  and  his  wife  Anna  were  among  tin-  first  8i<^ncr8 
of  the  covenant. 

He  brouglit  over  with  him  a  large  nnmher  <»t"  eatlle, 
and  the  men  and  implements  nee(h'(I  tor  carrying  on  the 
business  of  tanning,  in  accordance  with  the  reguhition  of  the 
London  Company  requiring  each  memi)er  to  entahhsh  some 
trade  on  his  estate.  This  business  he  established  in  Dor- 
chester, wdiere  the  pits  may  be  seen  to  this  day  on  Park 
Street,  near  Dorchester  Aveiiu<\  The  meniberH  (»f  the 
London  Company  Avere  entitled  t<»  a  ^hare  of  two  hinidreil 
acres  of  hmd  for  every  £50  advent ure( I. 

Mr.  Glover  early  located  his  grant  of  ISO  acres  at  Tn- 
quity,  on  the  south  side  of  Xeponset,  west  of  Milton  Hill, 
where  his  herds  of  imported  cattle  were  [►a>tin-ed  ami  h-fl 
under  the  charge  of  Nicholas  Wood,  who  came  over  t»»  New 
Endand  as  the  agent  of  Mr.  Glover.    Here  he  built  a 
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house,  with  barns  and  various  out-buildings.  Mr.  Wood 
was  in  charge  of  the  house  and  farm  at  the  decease  of  Mr. 
Glover,  and  until  the  estate  was  sold  by  the  Glover  heirs  to 
Robert  Vose,  July  13,  1654. 

In  the  Deed  of  Conveyance  to  Robert  Vose  is  the  follow- 
ing description  of  a  part  of  the  estate  which  enables  us  to 
understand  its  location  :  — 

"  All  that  Dwelling  House  and  Farm  wliere  now  Nicholas 
Wood  dwells  with  the  Barn,  Cow  House,  Out-IIouse,  and 
Yards,  Orchards  and  Gardens,  with  what  fences  and  privi- 
leges to  the  house  tliere-to  belonging,  with  all  appurtenances 
belonging  and  appertaining,  with  ten  Acres  of  uplend  and 
Meadow,  more  or  less  with  the  Close  lying  about  the  said 
House  and  upon  which  the  house  standeth." 

This  grant,  as  nearly  as  can  be  determined,  was  bounded 
easterly  by  the  westerly  base  of  ^Milton  Hill,  perhaps  along 
Ruggles  Lane  and  School  Street ;  northerly  by  the  brook  ; 
westerly  it  extended  to  about  AVhite's  Lane,  and  southerly 
to  the  })arallel  line  on  the  central  line  of  the  township. 

The  house  was  built  at  the  junction  of  Brook  Road  and 
Canton  Avenue.  A  cart-path  connecting  it  with  the  road 
to  Stoughton's  Bridge.  Canton  Avenue,  as  far  as  Brook 
Road,  and  on  by  Jonathan  Badcock's  house  and  Peter 
Thacher's  house  to  the  ^'Ox-pen,"  was  opened  in  1660. 
Robert  Vose  and  his  descendants  occupied  this  house  till 
within  the  present  century,  and  the  brook  at  this  point  was 
called  "Aunt  Sarah's  Brook,"  from  Sarah,  widow  of  Elijah 
Vose.  The  cellar  has  disappeared  within  my  remembrance, 
and  also  a  portion  of  the  wall  of  the  barnyard  between  the 
brook  and  Vose's  Lane,  laid  two  centuries  ago. 

The  "  Close  "  of  ten  acres  fenced  in,  including  buildings, 
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orchards,  etc.,  cuihraccd  in:iiiy  (.f  ilir  e8t4itt'H  on  ('union 
Aveiuio  and  I^ook  IvtKid,  now ow  ncd  l»y  mir  t'rllow  i-iii/fnH, 
and  a  part  of  this  ciich »m  ( I  na.  t  still  ownctl  and  ocrnpirtl 
by  tlie  hvivs  of  (icn.  Jocpli  \  nse,  descendant  of  KoImti 
Voso. 

^Ir.  dohn  (HoNcr  \v:is  a  man  of  uondrrlid  fapahilitit-*,  and 
of    re  at  and  ^ood  Inthuiici'. 

Johnson  says  of  lilni  :  "  Mr.  (I lover  was  a  man  hlron;(  lor 
the  trutli,  a  plain,  sincere,  and  man  of  ^rood  ahililit'H." 

The  followinu'  lines  appear  on  the  work  entitltil  "  The 
Wonder-AVorking'  l^rovidence  "  :  — 

"And  Godly  (Jloxcr  liis  rich  •jin>  ihoii  i:a\«-^(. 
Thus  thou,  by  ineaii>,  tliy  llock  I'roin  sp»)ilin:x  - 

His  life  in  Dorchester  was  one  of  nneea-in-  i.  iiNii\  in 
the  service  of  the  church  and  colony. 

His  activity  ran  in  various  lines, — cl\il,  political,  -.clal, 
educational,  religious  and  judicial.     All  his  varied  dniicH 
were  fulfilled  with  so  nuich  wisdom  and  Intcirrity  as  i 
for  him  the  title  of ''The  Worshi[)ful  dolm  (ilover.  " 

He  has  justly  been  termed  one  of  the  fonn«lei- 
England. 

The  Xortli  School-house  stands  on  or  near  the  «»rii:inal 
grant  of  eTohn  Glover. 

At  an  early  date  a  school-honst'  stooil  on  .Mihon  Hill, 
called  the  Milton  Hill  School,  not  far  from  the  htablr  on 
Colonel  Peabody's  estate,  on  the  land  (l..nated  to  the  town 
by  Abel  Allien.  d1iis  house  wa<  set  <»n  tire  I.  ihc 
boys  of  the  school  and  burned,  No\  .  J.),  Is  hi.  1  ui-  hoy 
was  arrested  and  confessed  the  deed,  a-siirninir  a-  a  n^won 
that  he  wanted  a  longer  vacation.  Thi>  school  iiad  the 
benefit  of  many  excellent  and  distingni-lied  teachers.  Col. 
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Jesse  Pierce  taught  here  in  1815-16  and  1818.  Josiah 
Fairbank  followed  him  for  several  terms.  Nathan  Metcalf, 
known  to  some  of  our  citizens  as  "blaster  Metcalf,"  taught 
here  from  1825  for  eight  years.  Miss  Ann  Bent,  a  lady  of 
remarkable  abilities  and  of  most  excellent  character,  was  one 
of  the  teachers.  After  the  house  was  burned,  Mr.  John  M. 
Forbes,  owner  of  the  land  abutting  the  school-house  lot,  by 
exchange  of  deeds,  took  this  lot  and  conveyed  to  the  town 
of  Milton  the  lot  on  School  Street,  the  heirs  of  Abel  Allen 
joining  in  the  conveyance. 

In  184G  the  town  appropriated  $1,600  for  building  anew 
house  on  the  School  Street  lot.  ^Meantime,  the  school  was 
kept  at  the  village  In  the  hall  now  occupied  by  the  JL'lton 
JSTews.'^'  This  school-house,  with  some  internal  changes, 
met  the  needs  of  the  district  until  the  present  commodious 
house  was  built  In  1880. 

The  descendants  of  Jolin  Glover  early  took  possession  of 
his  Newbury  farm,  also  on  the  south  side  of  the  Xeponset, 
perhaps  in  early  times  embracing  a  small  part  of  the  eastern 
section  of  Milton.  Portions  of  this  fiirm  arc  still  owned  by 
the  heirs  of  Horatio  Nelson  Glover,  in  direct  line  from 
John. 

Nathaniel  Glover,  of  the  third  generation,  who  married 
Hannah  ninckley,  came  into  possession  of  a  part  of  the 
Newbury  Farm  in  1674,  and  removed  there  with  his  family 
in  1701,  where  lie  died,  1723. 

Thomas  Glover,  his  son,  resided  there  until  his  father's 
death  and  then  became  owner  of  the  estate.  Elijah,  the 
second  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  there  eTuly  25,  1725,  and 
died  in  Milton,  at  his  residence  on  Milton  Hill,  July  1, 
1770.    His  gravestone  stands  in  our  cemetery.    He  mar- 
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ricd  Abigail  Kingslcy,  of  ]\Iilt(»n,  Deo.  21,  17:»1,  ami 
through  her  cainc  into  possession  ot"  tin-  vahiahle  Kin«;Hli'v 
lands  on  Mihon  IIIII,  on  the  mn  ilicast  side  of  Adiims  Street, 
embracing  the  Forbes,  Watson,  Kidch'P  and  other  Mihon 
Hill  estates.     This  was  b)ng  known  as  the  ( i lover  Farm. 

Dr.  Samuel  KingsK'v  ( i  lover,  >on  ol"  I  'JiJiilu  waaadiutin- 
guished  physician  and  surgeon,  :umI  a  \ahied  citizen  of 
Milton  through  a  h)ng  Hie.  He  ihed  lii're  July  1,  1^3*J, 
aged  eighty-six  years. 

Theodore  Russell  (Jlover,  son  of  Stephen  :ind  Kebcera 
Payne  Gore  Glover,  in  direct  Wuv  ot"  (l«  scent  troin  .li»lin 
Glover,  is  at  the  present  time  a  \  :ihie(l  and  hoiiornl  <-iii/.en 
of  Milton,  residing  on  Milton  11111  vi'ry  near  tlir  (il.. M  i- 
Farm  . 

Thus  for  the  long  j)eriod  ol'  two  and  a  halt' cent m-ir^  (in- 
salutary  influence  of  this  family  has  been  ll\lng  and  a.-mi^' 
throughout  our  borders. 

THE  WADSWOUTH  S(  IIOOL. 

It  is  proposed  to  name  the  Fleasani  Street  school  the 
Wads  worth  School. 

The  name  Wadsworth  is  derived  from  W'addy,  -«in  .it 
Woden,  one  of  the  mythic  heroes  from  whom  tiie  kingn  of 
Northumbria  deduced  their  lineage,  and  Worth,  dorivecl  in 
the  Anglo-Saxon  from  Wyrth,  an  estate  or  manor. 

In  the  West  Eiding  of  Yorkshire  there  are  two  towns, 
one  WadsAvortli,  the  other  Wadworth,  the  latter  some  ten 
miles  from  where  the  original  settler  in  this  eountry,  of  the 
name  of  Wadsworth,  came.  The  iirst  mention  of  thei<e  town?* 
is  in  the  Doomsday  Book  in  lO>><i.  Tin-  >p(  lling  of  the 
names  of  the  towns  appears  to  have  l)ccn  interchangeable  in 
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the  past,  leaving  it  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  the  family 
sprang  from  one  town  or  tlie  other. 

The  earliest  mention  of  the  name  as  a  patronymic,  that 
has  been  found,  was  in  the  tenth  year  of  King  John,  1209. 
From  that  time  to  the  present  century  tlie  name  constantly 
appears  in  church,  parish  and  probate  records  of  Yorkshire 
and  the  adjoining  counties. 

Capt.  Samuel  Wadsworth  was  the  son  of  Christopher  and 
Grace  Wadsworth,  of  Dux  bury.  Christopher  was  the  com- 
mon ancestor  of  the  Maine  and  ^Massaclnisetts  AVadsworths. 
It  is  believed  that  he  came  from  Enghmd  in  the  ship  Lion," 
whicli  arrived  at  I>oston  Sept.  IG,  ll)32,  and  settled  in 
Duxbury  the  same  year,  near  the  residence  of  ^Nliles 
Standisli. 

We  find  Christoplier  Wadsworth's  name  in  the  first  record 
of  freemen  in  tlie   Plymouth  Colony  in  and  he  is 

recorded  as  Ijcing  taxed  tlie  same  year.  His  name  is  ap- 
pended to  a  will  as  witness  with  William  Bradford,  the 
second  governor  of  Plymouth  Colony,  under  date  of  Sept. 
16,  1633.  In  1636  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  eight  to  revise 
the  ordinances  of  the  colony.  He  served  many  years  as 
representative  and  in  other  places  of  trust. 

Capt.  Samuel  AVadsworth  was  born  in  Duxbury,  and 
moved  to  ^liltou,  then  a  part  of  Dorchester,  about  1656. 
He  took  possession  of  a  tract  of  land  on  Wadsworth  Hill,  of 
a  hundred  acres,  extending  from  Canton  Avenue  to  P)rain- 
tree  line  or  thereabouts,  which  was  then  a  wilderness, 
without  roads,  and  a  mile  from  any  other  inhabitant.  The 
first  road  conctructed  by  Milton  in  1661)  was  from  the 
"Countrie  Heighway,"  or  Adams  Street,  to  Mr.  Wads- 
worth's  homestead.    "To  run  through  Richard  Collicut's 
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land  by  the  outside  oriii-^  t'ciicc  in  the  same  rariwav  a-.i..-., 

to  George  Badco.  k's  l;in,l  ^tc,  till  it  do  romr  to 

Saiiiiiel  Wadsworth's  land.  And  it  is  aLrrcrd  ami  onlrriHl 
that  the  way  bliall  iiiii  thn.iiixh  Saiuut  l  W'ad.MvortirH  laml 
and  further  as  need  shali  re(|uire/'  This  is  our  IMeuMint 
Street,  which  in  some  places  ha-^  not  l)een  di'«lurl»ecl  jjincc  it« 
construction,  two  and  a  ([naitri-  centuries  airo. 

Directly  on  this  street  a  li. ». >l-li(Mise  was  huill,  and  ;i 
school  was  opened  in  IsT);;.  Alter  a  lapse  of  twenty-five 
years,  the  growth  of  the  dlsiriet  re<|uiring  hetter  ae(MMnnn>- 
dations,  tlie  i)resent  eonnnodiou^  Imuse  was  huilt  in  1n7!». 

The  first  time  the  name  oC  Sannid  Wad-worth  appears  in 
the  records  of  Dorchester  is  In  Idi.  1,  when  he  was  appoint«  d 
with  others  to  view  tlie  I'enee  in  the  eonnnnn  cornfield.  11 
took  an  active  part  in  the  tormiition  oi"  the  new  tn\'. 
iNIilton  in  1GG2  ;  he  was  also  active  in  church  and  t'»un 
affairs,  his  name  ap[)eariug  ot'tener  on  tiie  town  reconl>  in 
the  last  years  of  his  hfe  tlian  any  other,  as  selectman,  and  im 
attorney  for  the  town  in  collect in^'  del>t<,  an<l  in  defending 
the  town  in  snits  brouu'ht  airainst  it  hefore  the  court.  II<- 
represented  the  town  at  the  (leneral  ( 'ourt  in  IGd^. 

Vs  e  tnrn  with  tlie   deepest   interest  to  ti' 
highly  honorable  life  in  King  Phillip's  War. 

Captain  Wadswortli  was  captain  ot'a  cinnpanv  ..f  int;!nir\ 
raised  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  and  partly  in  Milton.  Hi- 
lieutenant  was  John  Shar[),  of  lirookliue,  wlh>  niarricil 
Martha,  daughter  of  IJobcrr  \'<»m',  of  Milton.  After  the 
destruction  of  Alarlborough,  which  occiUTed  on  the  I'Otli  of 
March,  liui),  the  Indians  increased  -reatly  in  that  vicinity, 
endano-erlnn:  the  lives  of  tho-e  who  escaped  the  former 
onslaught,  and  making  it  needfid  to  strengthen  the  garri:*un 
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there.  Captain  Wadswortli  was  ordered  to  repair  to  Marl- 
borough for  this  purpose.  He  started  with  a  force  of  fifty 
men,  which  was  probably  increased  to  seventy  during  the 
march.  The  movement  was  effected  with  safety  ;  he  reached 
Marlborough  with  his  command  on  the  night  of  the  20th  or 
morning  of  the  21st.  On  their  march  through  Sudbury  the 
Indians  were  lying  concealed  in  large  numbers,  but  failed 
to  show  themselves  until  Captain  AVadsworth's  company 
had  passed  beyond.  The  next  morning  they  commenced 
the  devastation  of  the  village,  burning  all  the  houses  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river.  AYhen  the  news  of  the  attack 
reached  ^Marlborough,  Captain  Wadswortli,  though  his  men 
were  exhausted  by  the  march  from  Boston,  determined  to 
hasten  back  for  the  relief  of  Sudbury.  Keinforced  by  Cap- 
tain Brocklebank,  witli  a  portion  of  his  command  from  the 
fort  they  marched  with  all  possil)le  speed  to  meet  the  enemy. 

On  approaching  Sudbury,  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday, 
the  21st,  about  three  o'clock,"  according  to  Sewall's  Diary, 
a  band  of  Indians  appeared  in  the  distance  who  seemed  to 
be  flying  at  their  approach,  and  striving  to  hide  themselves. 
The  English  pursued  and  were  drawn  on  by  the  retreating 
foe  into  a  thickly  wooded  section,  when  suddenly  five  hun- 
dred savages  sprang  up  on  every  side,  and  with  their  terrible 
war-whoops  rushed  upon  the  devoted  band.  The  gallant 
leader  and  his  heroic  command  defended  themselves  as  best 
they  could.  Securing  a  stronghold  on  a  hill  near  by,  for 
four  hours  they  repelled  the  assault  of  the  foe  with  the  loss 
of  but  five  men,  until  ammunition  began  to  fail  and  night 
was  closing  in  upon  them.  At  this  juncture  the  Indians  set 
fire  to  the  woods,  and  the  wind  drove  the  smoke  and  flames 
in  upon  the  exhausted  troops,  compelling  them  to  abandon 
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their  position.  Ah  u  last  rosort  tluy  dcterininrd  to  fon-e  a 
passage  through  the  savage  horde.  In  this  tiniil  Hlrug^rlc 
they  were  beset  on  every  side,  with  the  turv  of  fieiuU, 
and  literally  eut  to  pieces.  Captain  W'adsworth  am!  Cap- 
tain Br()cklel)ank  fell  with  twentv-seven  of  tliiar  eiiarge. 

This  disaster  was  deeply  felt  liimui^di  the  e<Minirv.  It  w  ah 
a  heavy  blow  to  the  town  of  Milton. 

Captain  AVadsworth,  one  of  her  leading  men  in  the  prime 
of  life,  eminent  for  piety,  wixloni  and  eounigc,  a  protector 
and  guardian  of  the  infant  town,  w:i-  taken  from  liii*  family 
and  fellow-citizens,  and  with  him,  doubtless,  othern  of  the 
same  community. 

Captain  Wadsworth  and  twenty-eight  of  his  commaml 
were  buried  in  a  common  grave  near  the  spot  where  the 
action  occurred,  about  a  mile  south  of  the  centre  of  the  town 
of  Sudbury.  Rev.  Benjamin  Wadsworth,  Trc-id. m 
Harvard  College,  the  fifth  son  of  Captain  W'ad.-wnrih. 
erected  a  monument  at  the  grave  of  these  heroes  about  1  7.>(). 
At  a  later  period  the  Commonwealth  of  Massaehusett.s  unites! 
with  the  town  of  Sudbury  in  erecting  the  graiute  monnint  !il 
now  marking  the  sacred  spot. 

Captain  Wadsworth  was  father  of  se\  en  ehildren,  six  son^ 
and  one  daughter  : — 

Ebenezer,  born  IGGO  ;  died  Aug.  I,  1717,  a-c  liiiy--  \en 
years.  He  was  deacon  of  the  Milton  ehureh.  He  had  four 
children.  George,  the  youngest  grandson  of  Captain  Wad«*- 
worth,  born  1699,  was  ensign  in  Ca[)tain  (iotl'e's  eom|>any 
of  Colonial  troops,  at  the  siege  of  Havana  in  17  lo. 

Christopher,  born  lOtil  ;  died  liI.S7. 

Timothy,  born  1GG2,  was  a  carpenter  and  gun-maker. 
Recompense,   his  youngest    son,    graduated  at  Harvard 
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College  in  1708,  and  was  Master  of  the  Grammar  School 
in  Boston;  died  1713.  Timothy  removed  to  Newport, 
R.  I.,  and  died  there. 

Hon.  Joseph,  born  1667  ;  died  1750.  He  was  much  in 
public  life.     Was  treasurer  of  Boston  for  many  years. 

Rev.  Benjamin,  born  1670  ;  graduated  at  Harvard,  1690. 
He  was  ordained  minister  of  the  First  Church,  Boston,  Sept. 
8,  1696.    Was  made  President  of  Harvard  College,  July  7, 

1725,  and  died  March  16,  1734. 

Abigail,  born  l')72  ;  married  Andrew  Boardman,  of 
Cambridge. 

Deacon  John,  of  Milton,  born  1674,  died  1734.  He  was 
the  Milton  representative  at  the  General  Court,  1717-1725— 

1726,  and  1732-33.  He  married  Elizabeth  Vose  and  had 
twelve  children.  It  is  from  him  that  the  branch  of  the  fam- 
ily now  occupying  the  old  homestead  in  Milton  is  descended. 

Deacon  John  AVadsworth  with  three  other  citizens  of  Mil- 
ton bought  the  Blue  Hill  Lands,"  fifteen  hundred  acres  of 
which  were  annexed  to  Milton  in  1712.  His  eldest  son, 
Rev.  John,  born  1703,  graduated  at  Harvard  1723.  He 
was  ordained  at  Canterbury,  Sept.  27,  1728,  settled  in 
Palmer,  jNIass.,  and  finally  moved  to  New  Hampshire.  He 
died  in  Milton,  June  15,  1766. 

Deacon  Benjamin  Wadsworth,  second  son  of  Deacon 
John,  born  in  Milton,  1709,  married  Esther  Tucker  in 
1735,  and  died  Oct.  17,  1771,  aged  sixty-four  years.  He 
represented  the  town  at  the  General  Court,  1769-1771.  He 
built  a  house  about  the  time  of  his  marriage,  which  was 
standing  on  Wadsworth  Hill,  Milton,  a  few  years  since. 
Only  two  of  his  sons  lived  to  manhood. 

One  of  these,  Rev.  Benjamin,  was  born  1751,  and  was 
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ordained  at  Danvcrs,  Mass.,  177.;,  wlu-iv  Uv  du^l  in  1.h2G, 
in  the  fit'ty-t'ourth  year  ol'  Ills  miiuHtry,  acjetl  8i»vi*nty-five 
yeara.  He  was  honored  with  ihc  ile«^rce  of  S.  T.  D.  in 
181().  He  |)nMish(Ml  a  M  rnion  j .icacluHl  at  the  onliimtion  of 
Josiah  r)a(l('()('k,  17s;;:  two  i  hMnks^rjvin«r  ^,.i-in(,im^  17I*.V 
96,  and  a  (h'dication  sermon,  lM)7. 

His  t?e('i)nd  dan^hter  married  Hon.  ,Iohn  Ku;;^de»,  of 
Milton. 

flohn,  the  ehh'st  son  ol'  I)<a(  oii  lieiijannn,  wu**  horn 
17o!);  married  Katherine  l*)ullai-.l  and  had  ehildn-n. 
He  was  one  of  the  minnte-men  in  177'),  and  started  with 
his  company  tor  the  hat t h-tieli  1  at  LexiiiLTton,  hnl  wan 
unable  to  proceed,  Ix  ini;-  then  In  111-heahh.  He  died  the 
same  year,  aged  thirty-six,  h  a\  inii-  a  w  Idow  and  four  Hiiiall 
children,  all  too  yonni:,"  to  take  part  In  the  war  that  followed  ; 
but  his  patriotic  widow  sent  her  tt-am  to  asnist  in  tninsport- 
incr  the  fascines  for  the  fortilleat Ion  of  Dorchester  Hei'dittj. 

Three  of  John's  sons  settled  in  Mlhoii  and  dis  idedthc 
old  homestc^ad  between  them.  Jo>eph,  tlie  eldei?t,  wan  a 
blacksmith;  Benjamin,  the  seecmd  -on,  was  a  wheel wri;^dit 
and  plongli-maker.  AVooden  ph)nL:h-  only  were  made  in 
those  days.  The  W'adswau'th  plonuh  became  fam-'ii-,  n^! 
only  in  Milton,  l)nt  in  all  the  adjoining  towns. 

Deacon  AVilliam,  the  third  son,  was  a  cal)inet-maker. 

Thomas  T.  Wadsworth,  yonngot  >on  of  l>enjamin,  wan 
a  selectman  for  several  years  an<l  repreM  iited  the  town  in 
the  Legislature  in  1844. 

The  only  representatives  of  the  fannly  h  tt  in  Mihon  are 
Capt.  Edwin  D.  Wad>w.)rth,  of  th.-  ^xth  generati(»n  from 
Captain  Samnel,  living  on  the  original  Wadsworth  efstate,  and 
his  son,  Dexter  Emerson  Wadsworili. 
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THE  THACHER  SCHOOL. 

To  the  Centre  School  it  is  proposed  to  give  the  name  of 
the  Thacher  School,  after  Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  the  first 
settled  minister  of  Milton. 

Rev.  Peter  Thacher  was  born  in  Salem,  Mass.,  July  18, 
1651,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1671.  "June 
15,  1674,  he  was  chosen  third  fellow  of  the  Colledg." 

Judge  Sewall  wrote,  July  1,  1674  : — 
Sir  Thacher  Common  placed.  Justification  was  his 
head.  He  had  a  good  solid  piec.  .  .  .  Stood  above  an 
hour  and  yet  brake  off  before  he  came  to  any  use.  By 
reason  that  there  was  no  warning  given  none  (after  ye 
undergraduates)  were  present  save  Mr.  Dan  Gookin  Sr.  the 
President  and  myself." 

In  1676  he  accompanied  his  classmates  Judge  Samuel 
Sewall  and  John  Danforth  to  Europe,  where  he  remained 
for  a  year  or  more  pursuing  and  perfecting  his  studies  in 
preparation  for  his  life  work. 

After  returning  to  America  he  preached  for  nearly  a  year 
at  Barnstable,  Mass.,  gaining  the  confidence  and  affection  of 
the  people  to  such  a  degree  that  when  called  to  Milton  great 
opposition  to  his  leaving  was  experienced. 

The  Journal  of  Mr.  Thacher  contains  the  following  entries 
regarding  his  invitation  to  Milton  and  his  removal  from 
Barnstable : — 

"June  28,  1680.  A  Committee  of  eight  persons,  among 
whom  was  Thomas  Swift,  came  to  request  me  to  settle 
among  them." 

In  his  reply  to  the  call  of  the  church,  dated  May  18, 
1681,  he  says  : — 
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"I  was  piirsiiadcd  >,,  far  tn  cnmi.Iy  NvlthuH  f..  iv,n..\, 
myself  and  my  I'ainily  to  tins  pla.a-,  yi  I  ,ni-l,i  tUv  mure 
clearly  discrrn  and  faithl'iilly  fnllow  divine  ^niidance  and 
direction  in  any  Intni'c  Icmcnt  anioijtrut  you,  or  remove 
from  you  arcordinuly  as  (iod  >\\nuh\  unite  ye  heart  of  ye 
Chh.  and  ('on^rc^ation  unto  nic  and  niini*,  and  ourn  unto 
you  or  otlicrwisr  (lis|)08e.'' 

A  delegation  often  incniluTs  of  the  ( 'Inirch  went  forwnnl 
to  Barnstable  to  attend  lionic  tlic  coininLT  minister,  and  a 
cavalcade  of  fifty-seven  lioi  semen  escorted  him  out  of  liarn- 
Stable  and  attended  lilm  on  lils  way  a-  tar  as  Saudwieh,  and 
80  the  triumphal  mareli  was  mach- into  the  new  fiehl  of  hil»or. 

After  a  residence  of  nine  months  the  ordination  wan  at- 
tended on  the  first  day  of  June,  lilM  . 

Thacher's  elournal  says  :  — 

"  May  20.     This  day  the  ordination  hen*  wa<  brewed." 

"May  30.  This  day  the  ij^ates  were  hnn--.  Thev  made 
an  arbor  to  entertain  the  messenirers  of  the  ('hun  h." 

"June  1,  1G81.  1  w\a8  onhiined  ( tlion^di  mo-t  nn\\..rili\  ) 
Pastor  of  the  Chh.  of  Milton.     My  text  wa-  '2  Tim.  1, 

"Mr.  Mather  called  the  votes.  Old  Mr.  Klbm,  Mr. 
Mather,  Mr.  Torrey,  Mr.  AVilliai-d  laid  (tn  hands. 

"We  sung  the  twenty-fourth  P<alm  and  I  '^am-  the 
blessing.     They  dined  at  my  house  in  llie  ArlM.r.'* 

Thus  commenced  the  interestinii;  lite  ot'  Milton's  tir.^i 
pastor;  it  was  continued  throui^h  forty-six  years,  K'a\in«;  a 
record  of  varied  service  and  duties  lor  i'v<  i-y  day  and  year  of 
this  long  period  so  wonderful  as  to  Ik'  almost  inereilible. 

Rev.  Peter  Thacher  was  one  of  the  lea»linLr  divim's  ot'  lii^ 
time.  He  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  Indian  language 
and  was  a2)pointed  to  [)reaeh  to  the  Indian-  at  Ponkapog 
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once  a  month.  At  the  same  time  he  was  the  only  physician 
of  Milton  serving  the  whole  town  in  this  capacity. 

His  advice  was  sought  not  only  in  matters  pertaining  to 
the  churches  of  the  Colony,  but  also  by  the  magistrates  in 
the  general  affairs  of  the  government.  He  was  frequently 
summoned  to  Boston  to  advise  w^th  the  clergymen  and 
magistrates  on  questions  of  importance. 

Cotton  Mather  says  in  that  funeral  sermon  of  which  the 
following  is  the  wonderful  title  : — 

^'The  Comfortable  Chambers  open  and  visited  upon  the 
departure  of  that  aged  and  faithful  servant  of  God,  ]Mr. 
Peter  Thatcher,  the  never-to-be-forgotten  Pastor  of  Milton, 
who  made  his  flight  thither  Dec.  17,  1727.'' 

He  was  thought  worthy  to  be  a  fellow  of  Harvard  Col- 
leo-e,  and  an  owner  of  the  learning;  wherein  we  were 
instructed  there.  But  what  I  remember  with  a  most  abid- 
ing impression,  is  that  l)eside  his  methods  to  recommend 
unto  his  pupils  that  early  piety  whereof  he  had  been  himself 
a  notable  pattern,  we  admired  liis  prayers  in  tlie  Colledge 
Hall  for  the  fluent,  copious  expressive  beauties  of  them  and 
the  heavenly  entries  we  perceived  in  them." 

"I  have  in  my  possession  a  paper  arranged  in  tabular 
form,  showing  the  amount  paid  by  each  citizen  on  the  salary 
of  Mr.  Thacher,  which  was  $350  per  year.  Payments  one 
third  money,  one  third  labor,  and  one  third  country  pro- 
duce." 

Rev.  Mr.  Wiswall,  Rev.  Mr.  Maghill  and  Rev.  Samuel 
Man  had  each  resided  in  Milton  as  preachers  from  1669  to 
the  time  of  Mr.  Thacher's  ordination. 

The  first  meeting-house  in  use  before  incorporation  stood 
near  the  ^'  Country  Heighway,"  now  Adams  Street,  at  the 
head  of  Churchill's  Lane. 
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In  1664  Robert  Vose  conveve<l  in  thr  inlml»it»nt8  of  Mil- 
ton,  as  a  gift,  a  tract  ofland  ofciH^lit  acns  on  Vomi-V  Lane 
and  Centre  Street  for  a  mcctinir-lionsr  aiul  ntlicr  minifttTiiU 
purposes.  ( )ii  t\u<  hwl  was  erect. mI,  fir.t,  a  iiiiniHter'n  hoiine, 
whieh  stood  near  the  Ikmi.sc  now  htanilincr  ,,n  flu*  corner  of 
Vose's  Lane  and  (\Mitre  Street,  and,  second,  a  iiH-etinjf- 
house  in  UmI.  Two  years  later  Voec's  Lane  wan  o|M*netl 
along  the  west  side  of  thr  ineeting-hoiiHc,  ami  the  Town 
Way  (now  Centre  Street)  j.assed  it  on  the  south.  Kefcr- 
ences  now  extant  lead  us  to  eon.  lii.lc  that  it  wa^  a  Hinall 
buikling  nearly  square,  with  liallcrv  on  ..ne  snle,  pul|>it  on 
the  other,  and  entrance  on  the  Tt.wn  W'av  ni  ..-.  <  -itre 
Street). 

To  the  ministerial  house  Mr.  Thaehrr  eanir  nn  hi-  ai  i  ival 
in  Milton. 

"Sept.  10,  IGSO.  AVe  came  safe  to  Milton  thai  ni.dit 
with  our  goods,  and  Quarter-Master  Swit't  ^ot  thmi  all  into 
the  house  that  night.'' 

In  this  meeting-house  lie  eoniincnccd  his  niini-i 
continued  until  the  time  of  his  death.     A  loni^r  aiid  - 
test  re2:ardin^>:  the  location  of  the  thiid  ineetin<^-hoiiM-  iiad 
ended,  harmony  was  restored,  and  work  <»n  tli-  n.     ^  i-. 
had  commenced  when  Mr.  Thaeher  died. 

Soon  after  his  ordination  the  town  voted  to  convey  la 
Mr.  Thaeher  twenty  acres  of  the  ministi'rial  land.  Thin 
was  done  Nov.  4,  1681.  In  addition  to  thin  L^rant  Mr. 
Thaeher  bought  of  Sargent  Vose,  elan.   I.  a  tract  of 

land  with  house  and  })arn  standing  npon  the  sanie,  eontaiii- 
ins:  twenty-three  acres.  This  new  land  was  near  the  town 
grant  and  abutted  the  same,  so  that  he  owned  forty-three 
acres  of  land  comprising  nearly  what  we  now  call  '1  haclier'» 
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Plain.  On  this  he  erected  a  house,  and  on  the  llth  of 
November,  1689,  Mr.  Thacher  removed  from  the  ministerial 
house  to  his  own  house,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death,  Dec.  17,  1727.  It  then  passed  into  the  posses- 
sion of  his  eldest  son,  Oxenbridge,  who  lived  there  forty-five 
years  until  his  death,  Oct.  29,  1772,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
two  years. 

This  house  stood  on  the  westerly  side  of  Thacher  Street, 
about  fifteen  rods  north  of  Pine-tree  Brook.  A  large  elm 
is  growing  out  of  the  cellar,  and  two  large  flat  stones  wliich 
perhaps  were  steps  lie  near  by ;  while  the  old  well  and 
cellar  drains  are  distinctly  seen.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1798.  The  Thacher  land  extended  from  this  point  to  the 
"Ox-pen,"  which  was  located  near  the  eTewish  Home.  It  is 
proposed,  if  possible,  to  secure  the  land  embracing  the  old 
cellar,  and  with  proper  boundaries  and  inscriptions  pass  it 
down  to  posterity  as  a  sacred  spot  ever  to  be  remembered. 

The  Centre  School  was  not  established  in  Mr.  Thacher's 
day.  As  early  as  1734  it  was  'Wotcd  that  there  should  be 
a  fixed  school  in  the  centre  of  the  town  between  the  stone 
bridge  and  the  pound." 

The  pound  was  then  near  White  Street.  There  is  no 
other  reference  to  such  a  school.  In  1768  the  school  on  the 
Isaac  Howe  lot  opposite  the  cemetery  may  have  met  the 
need.  After  the  division  of  the  town  into  districts  in  1835, 
creating  a  separate  district  in  the  ceutre,  a  school  w^hich  was 
established  in  1832,  occupying  the  building  afterwards  Jason 
Reed's  store,  and  then  the  vestry  of  the  Unitarian  Church, 
was  made  perpetual. 

In  1837  the  sum  of  $150  was  voted  by  the  town  for  build- 
ing a  school-house  in  the  Centre  District,  and  a  school-house 
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was  built  on  tlie  lot  on  (  -int.m  Avmiir.  This  hou.,.  wiia 
sold  and  removed  tu  (1:,,,,,  Stnvt,  whcv  it  in  nnw  ocvi,,,ird 
as  a  dwcllinir  house.  {„  I  siio  a  nrw  house  was  huilt  whirh 
now  stands  in  the  lot;  ^.nd  the  third  >.'hn.,ldiouMr  for  the 
Centre  School  was  erected  in  IS'.H)  ar  thr  lli^rh  School 
biiildino',  which  was  huilt  in  iSSii. 

]Mr.  Thachcr  was  thiHc  times  niarri(M|.  (ir-t  wife 

was  Theodora,  dan-hter  of  \lry.  duhn  ( )xenhricI;ro,  to 
whom  he  was  married  NOv.  l\  ir,77.  He  married  a 
second  time,  1691),  Susannah  r,ailry,  wid.»w  of  Kev.  John 
Bailey,  First  Church,  Hoston,  and  airain,  three  months 
before  his  death,  Elizai)cth,  widow  ot'dodnia  ( iee,  of  Honton. 

He  had  the  followinii:  children  :  Theinlora  ;  Hathdirha  ; 
Oxenbridge,  horn  ]\Iay  17,  li'.sl,  dicl  ()rt.  l>:».  177J; 
Elizabeth,  born  ]\Iarcli  (>,  Kis;;,  died  171i;:  Marv,  horn 
March  15,  1685;  Peter,  born  Oct.  1,  li;ss,(hrd  April  l>i>, 
1744;  eTolm;  Thorn  as,  born  A})i-il  (>,  lllli;^,  dird  I).  •.  1,'. 
1721;  John,  second  son  of  Peter  and  Su>annah,  hnm 
March  23,  1701. 

TUCKER  SCHOOL. 

It  is  proposed  to  name  the  ^fattapan  School  thr  Tucker 
School. 

The  Tucker  family  has  been  lari^^cly  rcprescntecl  in  the 
West  District  of  Milton  from  the  first  existence  to  the  town. 
They  assisted  in  its  incorporation  and  have  taken  no  small 
part  in  meeting  its  trusts  and  heai'ing  its  l)urden8  even  down 
to  the  present  time.  The  West  School,  whi<-h  we  have 
called  the  Sumner  School,  might,  with  equal  propriety,  be 
styled  the  Tucker  School. 

These  two  families  have  always  lived  side  by  side  on  con- 


32 


NOTED  MEN  AND  HISTORICAL 


tigiious  farms  in  this  section  of  Milton.  Their  children  have 
been  educated  in  the  West  School  and  they  have  been 
equally  conspicuous  in  the  affairs  of  the  town. 

The  great  increase  of  inhabitants  in  the  Mattapan  section 
made  it  needful  to  provide  school  privileges  for  the  children 
who  were  too  remote  from  other  schools,  and  indeed  too 
numerous  to  be  accommodated.  Eighteen  years  ago  the 
Mattapan  School  was  established ;  since  that  time  it  has 
greatly  increased  until  now  it  is  one  of  Milton's  largest 
schools.  The  school-house  was  built  in  1877.  The  upper 
story  was  finished  in  1890.  Four  new  rooms  were  opened 
in  1893  and  two  old  rooms  were  reopened  in  1894. 

Robert  Tucker,  the  progenitor  of  this  numerous  family, 
was  born  probably  in  Milton-next-Gravesend,  County  of 
Kent,  England,  June  7,  1604. 

He  came  to  Milton  in  1G62  and  died  here  March  11, 
1682. 

In  November,  1663,  he  purchased  of  Elder  Withington  a 
tract  of  land  on  Brush  Hill  of  sixty  acres;  in  1673  he 
bought  in  the  same  locality  Mrs.  Fenno's  lot  of  forty  acres ; 
and  in  1678  he  came  into  possession  of  Widow  Earns wortli's 
lot  of  thirty-two  acres — making  in  all  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  acres  on  which  a  house  was  erected. 

In  his  will,  dated  March  7,  1681,  he  speaks  of  the  "new 
House."  This  house  stood  on  the  west  side  of  Brush  Hill 
Road,  at  the  head  of  Bobbins  Street.  It  was  built  prior  to 
1681  and  is  the  oldest  house  in  Milton.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  in  order  to  save  this  building  it  has  been  necessary  to 
remove  it  from  the  old  site  on  which  it  stood  for  more  than 
two  centuries.  I  am  sure  we  owe  most  hearty  thanks  to  our 
fellow-citizen  who  has  secured  this  ancient  relic  and  removed 
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it  to  liis  own  <i:r()un(ls,  wIk  re  it  now  atamli*,  one  of  the  few 
memorials  in  Milton  ot' old  <'(»lonial  timoH. 

Kohert  Tucker  occiipird  an  inijjortant  and  hi^dilv  n.-^ful 
position  in  the  town  and  in  diurcli  dm  in*,^  the  earhi*Mt  wnrn 
of  tlie  settlement,  and  his  numcrourt  (lemx»ndantM  have  ht^'n 
among  tlie  most  aetive  and  infhicntial  of  our  eitizenn  tliron;;h 
the  whole  history  of  Milton.  Mcmhors  of  the  family  have 
graced  the  pulpit,  the  army  an<!  (lie  representative  halU  of 
the  country.  The  followini:;  rrprrsentativos  of  the  Tnrker 
name  have  held  the  ofKee  of  Deacon,  makin*:  almof^t  a  <  on- 
tinuous  line  from  the  I'ormatlon  of  thr  Milton  clmn-h  to  the 
present  day.  I  name  them  in  the  onler  of  appointnu'iil  :  — 
Ephraim,  ^lanasseh,  Jaazaniah,  William,  Khenezer,  l>:ivid, 
Isaac,  Amariah,  Atherton,  flesse,  Nathan,  Stlllmaii  L.  md 
John  A. 

Since  Ephraim  Tucker  was  ordained  deacon  in  \^)W  there 
has  generally  been  a  Deacon  Tucker  Senior  ami  a  Deaeon 
Tucker  Junior,  as  at  the  present  time. 

Manasseh  Tucker  was  horn  in  Weymouth,  lf)'>l.  I h  re- 
moved with  his  father  Robert  to  Milton,  and  died  here  April 
8,  1743,  aged  eighty-nine  years.  Samuel  Tu<  ker,  -"ii  (»f 
Manasseh  and  Waitstill  (Sunmer)  Tucker,  was  horn  in 
Milton,  March  15,  1G86.  Sanuiel,  son  of  Samuel  1st  aixl 
Rebecca  (Leeds)  Tucker,  was  horn  in  MiltMH,  Sept.  27, 
1719.  Samuel,  son  of  Sanuiel  2d  and  Klizaheth  (Hay- 
wood) Tucker,  was  born  in  Milton,  July  14,  17.V),  ami 
died  in  Scott's  Woods,  Jidy  19,  I'^il,  aged  nim-ty-ono 
years,  being  the  oldest  man  then  in  Milton.  His  great- 
grandfather ]\Ianas8eh,  who  was  here  when  the  town  wa« 
incorporated,  lived  until  1743,  within  seven  years  of  hia 
birth,  and  his  own  life  was  prohaigeil  to  the  year  1811. 
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Thus  the  lives  of  these  two  persons  extended,  with  a  little 
break,  over  the  long  period  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
years,  embracing  all  the  history  of  Milton  which  is  not 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  present  generation. 

Manasseh  Tucker  was  one  of  the  four  citizens  who  pur- 
chased the  Blue  Hill  lands  of  3,000  acres  in  1711 ;  1500  of 
which  were  annexed  to  Milton  from  Braintree,  May  21, 
1712.  His  son  Samuel,  who  was  then  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  married  Rebecca  Leeds,  of  Dorchester,  March  2,  1711, 
and  commenced  life  on  the  new  purchase,  which  was  at  that 
time  a  wilderness,  without  roads  and  remote  from  any 
inhabitants. 

His  father,  Manasseh,  built  a  liousc  for  them  on  or  near 
the  site  now  occupied  l)y  the  Charles  K.  Hunt  House. 
Thus  a  part  of  tlie  Tucker  family  was  transferred  from 
Brush  Hill  to  Scott's  Woods. 

A  portion  of  these  lands  descended  in  direct  line  from  his 
grandfather,  through  his  fithcr,  to  Samuel  Tucker  »3d,  who 
died  in  the  house,  or  in  the  near  vicinity,  1841. 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Tucker,  brotlier  of  Samuel  3d,  owned 
the  adjoining  estate  now  belonging  to  Col.  H.  S.  Russell. 
At  his  decease,  Feb.  10,  1858,  he  left  a  legacy  of  $1,000 
to  the  poor  of  Milton,  in  trust  of  the  minister  and  deacons  of 
the  First  Evangelical  Church.  He  also  gave  to  the  above- 
named  church  a  tract  of  land  on  Canton  Avenue  and 
White's  Lane,  on  a  part  of  which  the  meeting-house  of 
this  church  now  stands. 

This  wide  circle  of  the  Tucker  family,  for  many  years 
resident  in  Scott's  Woods,  have  all  removed  or  have  passed 
from  earth.  There  is  but  a  single  representative  remaining 
there. 
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On  BriLsh  Hill  there  ure  two  fainilie^  of  tlic  Tuekrr  unuiv 
of  the  seventh  li^eiieratioii  still  projirirtors  ot  hiiuld  ori'^iiially 
owned  hy  Robert  or  his  sons.  On  Canton  Avenue  five 
familiet^  represent  the  name:  onr  in  the  si'venth,  tlirei-  in 
the  eighth,  and  one  in  the  ninth  ^^-neration  from  KoIktI, 
one  of  which  in  on  land  owned  hy  ManiWHch  Tucker. 

The  West  School  it  is  j)roj>os('(l  to  call  tln'  Sumner  SchcMjI. 

William  Sumner,  son  of  \\'llllain,  was  hapti/t-d  at  Hi> 
cester,  England,  Jan.  27,  IGOi-r),  hcing  hy  his  deponition 
given  Dec.  23,  1G85,  at  the  time,  eiirhty-one  yearn  old. 

William  Sumner  and  his  wife,  Marv  West,  8ettle<l  in 
Dorchester.  He  was  made  freeman  m  li).>7  and  wa^<  ad- 
mitted to  the  Dorchester  Church,  Il)r)2.  He  held  niany 
important  offices  and  was  a  prominent  man  in  1  ^orcjjeiiter. 
At  the  incorporation  of  Milton  he  came  mto  po88eti8ion  of 
land  on  Brush  Hill,  by  the  allotment  of  Lot  No.  11,  Sixth 
Division,  containing  sixty  acres.  His  wife  dird  in  .Mih..n, 
June  7,  1676.    His  will  was  proved  March  24,  n;iM-2. 

His  second  son,  Roger,  was  baptized  in  Kngland,  Aug. 
8,  1632;  was  admitted  to  the  Dorchester  Church,  IGoG. 

He  married  Rebecca  Josselyn,  of  Hingham,  removed  to 
Lancaster,  Mass.,  and  assisted  in  forming  the  Lanca^Mter 
Church.  He  remained  in  Lancaster  until  it  was  dentrovt-d 
by  the  Indians,  1676,  when  he  returned  to  Dorchester  aiitl 
took  up  his  residence  in  Milton,  which  was  then  incorpo- 
rated. He  became  a  most  useful  and  honored  citizen.  For 
many  years  he  was  deacon  of  the  Milton  (  hun  h,  and  die*! 
here.  The  stone  in  Milton  cemetery  rect)rils  his  death  a.i 
May  26,  1698. 
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Roger  Sumner  bought  of  Robert  Badcock,  June  27,  1679, 
Lot  No.  2  of  the  Sixth  Division  on  Brush  Hill,  and  of 
Robert  Pease,  Lot  Xo.  6  of  the  Sixth  Division.  He  prob- 
ably built  the  Sumner  House,  now  standing  on  Brush  Hill 
on  land  of  his  father,  about  1678.  The  house  has  been 
enlarged  and  perhaps  entirely  rebuilt.  In  his  inventory 
taken  twenty  years  later,  Mary,  his  widow^,  is  to  have  "as 
her  third  the  old  end  of  the  dwelling  house  at  ]\Iilton  valued 
at  £18. 18s." 

The  old  West  school-house,  which  was  the  second  or  third 
school-house  built  in  ]\lilton  of  which  we  have  record,  was 
built  in  1719,  twenty  feet  long  and  fourteen  feet  wide,  on 
land  of  Ephraim  Tucker,  whose  son  K[)hraim  was  a  school- 
teacher, and  probably  had  charge  of  the  school  here  located. 

This  stood  on  the  northerly  side  of  Brush  Hill  Road  just 
south  of  the  house  of  the  late  AVilliam  M.  Ferry.  The 
location  is  easily  ascertained  by  the  English  elms  set  around 
the  school-house  by  James  Smith  and  still  standing  there. 
May  16,  1768,  voted  to  build  a  school-house  on  widow 
Vose's  land  w^hcre  formerly  stood  a  blacksmith's  shop.  This 
was  on  a  knoll  now  covered  with  cedars,  on  the  west  side  of 
Canton  Avenue,  north  of  the  house  of  the  late  John  D. 
Bradlee.  This  house  served  its  day,  was  removed,  and  is 
still  standinf?  in  Milton.  In  1795  the  school  was  tau<xht 
three  months  of  the  winter  in  the  Brush  Hill  house,  and 
three  months  on  Middle  Street  where  the  West  school-house 
now  stands.  Sarah  Glover  was  teacher  of  the  Middle  Street 
school  for  nineteen  consecutive  summers.  She  married 
George  Tucker  and  was  the  mother  of  Ebenezer  G.  Tucker, 
for  many  years  on  the  School  Committee  of  ]\lilton.  These 
two  schools  were  united  in  1812  when  the  "  Old  Brick  "  was 
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built.  This  was  removed  and  llu-  juvMui  hMiiv  l.uiii  m 
1870.  Col.  ,Ie88e  Pionv  uas  teucliin^r  i„  ih^.  ^rhuuU 
house  in  IHlf),  when  (hr  news  ,,1"  peace  caiiu*. 

George  Sumner,  ilu-  fliinl  rl.iM  ot*  William,  wiw  liu|iti/iMl 
in  England,  Maivli  1,  IC:;:;-!.  II..  married,  Nov.  7,  IM'J^ 
Mary,  daughter  oi'  IMwaid  r,ak(  r.  I|r  liN.-d  in  .Milton  ou 
land  oHiis  father,  and  al>o  ..n  land  all.aird  to  him  in  ihc 
Sixth  Division  Hrush  Hill. 

He  was  lor  many  years  deacon  of  the  Milton  ('hun*h. 
His  house,  built  ahout  >iood  in  the  tield  In-low  llio 

house  of  the  late  (leorge  Fi  rry.  It  wa-  occupied  aflrr  liin 
deeease,  Dee.  II,  17ir>,  hv  his  children,  and  wa.**  bnnuxl 
down  April  10,  1718,  with  all  the  wearing  apparel  ul  llio 
family.  It  was  rebuilt  and  long  occupied  by  Abijali,  hid 
grandchild.  A  timber  froui  this  old  hourtc  in  built  into  tho 
house  of  George  Ferry. 

Governor  Increase  Sumner  was  the  grandchild  ot  I ^Iward, 
eon  of  George. 

But  few  of  the  descendants  of  this  fannly  .-o  noted  in  the 
early  history  of  Milton  can  be  noticed  in  this  brief  hketeh. 

AVilliam,  the  son  of  l\oger  and  Mary,  born  1G7.'»,  ilied 
Dec.  27,  1738,  married  Ksther,  danghter  of  Matliioii  TuHer, 
of  Milton,  June  2,  1G1>7.  ddu  ir  >e\  t  iiih  child  was  Setli, 
born  Dec.  15,  1710.  He  married,  lir>t,  Hannah  Hadeoek, 
Oct.  17,  1731.  She  died  Aug.  i:),  17:;:».  He  married, 
second,  Lydia  Badcock,  in  1712.     He  died  Nov.  11,  1771. 

Seth,  the  son  of  Seth  and  Hannah,  h()rn  July  1,  17.')."), 
married  Elizabeth  Davis,  of  Dordiesti  r.  His  children  were 
first  Elislia,  who  married  Naney  Vuse,  Aug.  3,  17i»2;  he 
was  the  father  of  Edwin  W  Sumner,  Major-(  leiieral  in  our 
Civil  AVar.    General  Sunnier  lived  during  childhood  in  iho 
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Kendall  house  on  Canton  Avenue,  now  owned  by  the  Whit- 
ney heirs.  He  attended  our  West  School  and  Milton  Aca- 
demy. The  second  child  of  Seth  was  Davis,  who  married 
Dolly  Vose,  Nov.  3,  1795,  twin  sister  of  Nancy,  wife  of 
Elisha.  They  were  daughters  of  Gen.  Joseph  Vose  and 
sisters  of  Col.  Josiah  H.  Vose,  the  father  of  Mrs.  E.  V. 
Field  and  Miss  Caroline  Vose,  now  living  on  the  old  Gen- 
eral Vose  estate  in  Milton. 

Enos,  the  son  of  Seth  and  Lydia,  born  Sept.  25,  1746. 
He  was  a  physician  in  Milton.    He  died  June  3,  1795. 

William,  son  of  Seth  and  Lydia,  born  Aug.  6,  1748, 
married,  first,  Elizabeth  Minot ;  second,  Mary  Pond  ;  third, 
Sarah  Thayer.  His  eleventh  child  was  Rufus  Pond  Sumner, 
born  Jan.  17,  1799;  married  Susan  Kingsbury.  He  had 
ten  sons  and  one  daughter.  Through  his  father,  William, 
son  of  Seth,  he  inherited  a  part  of  the  lioger  Sumner  estate 
on  Brush  Hill,  Milton,  which  is  now  occupied  by  his  sons. 
His  daughter  is  still  living.  James  Sumner,  our  honored 
fellow-citizen  and  friend  who  died  last  August,  was  his  son. 
James  Sumner  for  a  tune  taught  the  West  school. 

Job  Sumner,  the  son  of  Seth  and  Lydia,  born  April  23, 
1754,  was  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1778.  He  was  major 
in  the  Massachusetts  Army  of  the  Kevolution.  He  died 
Sept.  16,  1789.  His  death  occurred  on  a  packet-ship  on 
the  passage  from  Charleston,  S.  C,  to  New  York.  He 
was  buried  in  New  York  by  the  Masons,  with  much  cere- 
mony, in  St.  Paul's  churchyard,  Broadway,  where  may  be 
seen  a  monument  to  his  memory. 

He  had  a  son,  Charles  Pinckney  Sumner,  born  in  Milton, 
Jan.  20,  1776  ;  he  graduated  at  Harvard,  1796.  He  was 
High  Sheriff  of  Sutfolk  for  many  years.   He  married  Relief 
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Jacobs  and  died  l,i  ls3l),  aged  bixty-three  yearn.  Clmrlcn 
Pincknoy  Siiiniur  was  the  Wnhrv  of  the  Hon.  (1i:irk-« 
Sumner,  l)()rn  at  r,..st..n,  d.in.  li,  1>1  1,  ^r,-a,|i,ute<l  at  Har- 
vard Colle-v,  l<s;;(),_(h,.  diMln-ul^hrd  I'niled  SlatcH 
Senator  of  iMa.ssachusctts. 

Tiir,  IK  )r(;ii  r(  )N  school. 

For  the  South  Si'hool  is  propi^sed  tlic  name  of  the  ll«m-li- 
ton  Seliool,  from  the  Iloii-hton  family  dwellin*;  in  the  near 
vicinity  for  nearly  two  ce  nt uriea. 

Ixalph  Ilouu'hton  was  horn  in  Lancaster,  Kn^rland,  in 
1623.  It  is  said  that  lie  was  the  son  o{"  Sir  Uichanl  IIo;;h- 
ton,  of  Iloghton  Tower,  Lancaster,  who  was  ereated  ii 
baronet  by  dames  I.  upon  the  institution  of  tin-  <.nlrr, 
March  22,  IGll. 

lialph  Houghton  came  to  America  on  account  of  his  re- 
ligious and  poHtical  opinions.  He  had  fou-ht  und.  r  ( 'roni- 
well  against  Charles  I.  though  he  had  been  kni,irhlt  «l  by  the 
King  for  services  to  his  person.  He  landed  at  ( 'harlcstown 
betw^een  1645  and  1647.  Soon  after  he  removed  to  Lan- 
caster, Mass.,  and  with  twenty-lbnr  others  Ibundi'd  that 
town  in  1653.  He  was  chosen  the  first  Town  Kecorder, 
and  one  of  the  six  prudential  managers,  lie  repre^ienttHl 
the  town  at  the  General  Court  in  167.)  and  again  in  Hi^ll, 
and  held  various  other  town  offices  in  coiin«  <'ti' ci  \',  iih 
Roger  Sumner,  of  ]\Iilton,  his  cotemjH)rary. 

When  Lancaster  was  destroyed  hy  the  Indians  in  1676, 
Mr.  Houghton  removed  to  AVoburn,  Mass.,  and  in  ir»S2to 
Milton.  Three  years  after  he  returned  to  Lanraijtcr  and 
remained  until  161U),  when  he  came  back  t«»  Milton  and 
settled  "at  Scott's  Woods  nigh  unto  lhai-h  Ililb"  building 
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the  homestead  occupied  by  his  descendants  for  seven  gener- 
ations. 

He  died  in  his  house  on  Hillside  Street,  April  15,  1705, 
aged  eighty-two  years. 

This  house,  erected  about  1690,  was  within  the  limits  of 
Braintree  and  remained  there  until  April  17,  1754,  ninety- 
two  years  after  the  incorporation  of  Milton,  when,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  by  his  grand- 
children Nathaniel  and  Ebenezer  Houghton  and  others,  a 
tract  of  three  hundred  and  forty  acres,  embracing  the 
Hougliton  house  and  Houghton's  pond,  was  annexed  to 
Milton  from  Braintree.  The  Houghton  house  stood  two 
hundred  and  five  years  in  good  condition,  occupied  by  the 
Houghton  family  until  the  last  fifteen  years.  In  18D5  it 
was  removed  by  the  Park  Commissioners ;  like  all  aged 
men  and  things  disappearing  to  give  place  to  the  young  and 
the  new. 

Joseph  Houghton,  son  of  Ralph  and  Jane,  his  wife,  was 
born  at  Lancaster,  July  6,  1G57,  and  died  in  the  homestead 
at  Braintree,  March  22,  1737.  He  married,  first,  Jane 
Vose,  and  second,  JNIargaret  Reding. 

Ebenezer  Hougliton,  son  of  Josepli  and  Jane,  was  born 
at  the  homestead  in  Braintree,  Aug.  25,  1G95.  He  married 
Sarah  Evans,  Sept.  17,  1722,  and  died  in  the  homestead, 
in  Milton,  elan.  24,  1783.  In  1722  Joseph  Houghton 
conveyed  to  his  son,  Ebenezer,  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  embracing  what  is  now  known  as 
Houo-hton's  farm. 

Ralph  Houghton,  son  of  Ebenezer,  was  born  in  the 
homestead  at  Braintree,  Feb.  20,  1729 ;  married,  first, 
Ruth  Wads  worth,  Feb.  15,  1759;  second,  Waitstill  Gulli- 
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vcr,  Feb.  3,  171)2.  Ja^on,  son  nf  Ralph  nn.l  Ruth,  wn. 
born  in  the  Milton  lioin.'.t.  a.l.  An-.  IKiS.  Ho  iimrriiMl 
Kilty  Wild,  DiH'.  1  7SS,  and  .li,  ,!  i,,  ilu.  homf«tciul,  Sqit. 
lb,  1(S  I,),  lie  '^v;js  a  sr!ioolnia-tcr  and  wan  known  evory- 
Avhero  as  "Master  llon-liton."  lb-  tan-lit  the  Scott'ii 
AVood.s  fschool  twcnty-ciLiht  yr:\v<. 

In  1785  tlu'  town  was  dlvld.-d  into  school  ward^.  The 
fonrtli  ward  was  "  from  Mr.  IfrnKn  to  Mr.  Scth  Cmnc's 
induding  the  farm  that  .Mr.  (iay  live.'^  on,"— thnt  i.s  from 
Eecd's  Lane  to  Canton  line, — iMnbrai^inLT  the  Seott's  Woo<N 
school.  Oet.  lysT),  voh-d,  "that  Scott's  Woods  draw  an 
equal  proportion  o{' money  aecordini,^  to  their  taxes,  prnvidt-^l 
the  same  is  ex[)eiided  in  kcM'pinir  school,  and  shall  be  fn-c 
from  the  expense  of  a  grammar  school,  l»nt  may  have  the 
privilege  of  sending  Latin  scholars  to  the  west  en<lofthe 
tow^u  and  no  others.''  rFoel  Pierce  taudit  the  Scott's  WocmIs 
school  in  1818  and  1819.  Otis  Pierce  taught  the  school  in 
1822.  May  9,  1791,  voted  "  that  the  scliool-housc  at  Scott  8 
Woods  be  repaired."  The  Seott's  Womls  school-house  stocMl 
at  the  end  of  a  lane  on  Hillside  Street,  nearly  opposite  Ilar- 
land  Street.  In  isr)2,  when  the  pre>cnt  house  wa^  built,  it 
was  moved  and  is  now  the  dwelling  house  of  Luther  A. 
Ford.  The  old  house  was  built  in  17<)1>,  dimensions  1»I  \  2n 
feet:  afterwards  enlarged  and  re[)aire(l. 

In  this  old  school-house  .Master  Ilotighton  taught  lor 
twenty-eight  years.  Later  in  life  he  wa<  called  I  )ca -on 
Houghton.  He  had  fourteen  children,  all  born  in  il.< 
Houghton  House. 

Jason  Wadsworth  Houghton,  his  son,  born  June  IJ, 
1793,  married  Nancy  Davenport,  of  Milton,  dan.  II,  b^2K 
and  died  at  the  homestead,  Occ.  l;;,  1^.;;.    Two  of  his 
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children  are  living ;  Sarah  still  lives  on  Hillside  Street  in 
Milton — George  in  Dorchester. 

The  Houghton  family  has  been  a  prominent  family  in 
Milton  for  nearly  two  centuries.  Members  of  the  family 
have  always  been  among  the  leading  men  of  the  town.  The 
first  Ralph  was  selectman  for  three  years.  Deacon  Nathaniel 
Houghton  was  selectman  for  ten  years  ;  Joseph  for  one 
year ;  Ralph  2d  for  seven  years  ;  Jason  W.  for  five  years. 

Ralph  1st  was  Town  Clerk,  1683.  Deacon  Jason  was 
collector  for  eight  years  ;  Deacon  Nathaniel  was  moderator 
for  four  years;  Ralph  for  four  years,  Deacon  Jason  for 
eleven  years. 

Deacon  Jason  was  on  the  School  Committee  1839,  repre- 
sentative to  General  Court  1815  and  1816,  and  for  a  second 
term  1834  and  1835  ;  and  Jason  the  youngest  child  of 
Jason  W.  Houghton,  was  on  the  board  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee four  years. 


INDIAN  GRAVES  1\  MII.ToN. 


Ix  exriivatini:  for  a  roadway  o\cr  the  land  of  .lolm  A. 
and  Arthur  II.  Tucker  on  the  xMiilicrly  nidc  of  ('ant<»n 
avenue,  opposite  JJoliMns  -irci  t,  tin-  workmm  camr  upon 
what  appeared  to  be  live  '^rd\v>.  It  wa.s  on  a  ^rnivdly 
knoll  eight  hundred  feet  south  t'roiu  Canton  avt-nue. 

These  graves  were  partly  lilKd  in  w  lih  l..;nii,  making  tin- 
soil  Avholly  distinet  from  the  pure  gravel  of  the  hill,  and 
this  new  soil  seemed  to  indicate,  hy  duiinite  deniareationj*, 
the  length,  breadtli  and  depth  of  ordinary  graven.  The  ex- 
cavation and  filling  in  of  new  soil  were  perfectly  manifest. 
All  other  indications  of  interment  had  disappeared,  "n/ 
a  long  period  of  time  since  the  burials. 

A  peculiarity  of  these  excavations  was  their  location. 
They  were  placed  side  by  side  ranging  east  and  west.  A(^- 
cording  to  the  natural  topography  of  the  land,  which  i?  a 
low  hill  sloping  northerly  towards  the  street,  we  hIiouIJ  ex- 
pect the  graves  to  run  north  and  south.  May  it  not  have 
been  the  Indian  usage,  or  religious  sentiment,  to  bury  their 
dead  with  the  head  facing  tlie  east,  disregarding  all  other 
considerations  ? 

Now  who  of  our  ancient  inliabitants  were  buried  in  thib 
little  family  cemetery?  I  know  of  l»ut  two  houdc^  8tanding 
on  that  side  of  Canton  avenue  one  hundred  and  sixty  year!< 
ao-o.    The  house  of  Ebenezer  Sunnier  was  standing  ui 
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1706,  and  was  doubtless  the  first  house  built  in  that  section 
of  the  town ;  besides,  the  house  of  Mingo,  an  Indian,  one 
of  the  Ponkapog  tribe,  was  there  in  1763,  and  probably 
several  years  earlier.  This  stood  a  short  distance  west  of 
the  Kendall  house,  on  the  southerly  side  of  Canton  avenue, 
on  a  ridge  of  land  through  which  Canton  avenue  was  cut, 
leaving  the  house  on  the  southerly  side,  but  most  of  the 
ridge  on  the  northerly  side.  This  has  always  been  called 
"  Mingo  Hill." 

Canton  avenue  was  laid  out  in  1680,  but  not  built  and 
made  passable  until  1723.  In  cutting  througli  Mingo  Hill 
it  left  the  house,  which  may  ha\'C  been  standing  at  tlie  time, 
on  the  south  side  or  end.  ]\Iin2:o  was  livins:  in  this  house 
in  1763,  according  to  living  testhnony,  all  his  family  hav- 
ing passed  away.  He  was  then  a  very  old  man,  feeble  and 
decrepid,  and  probably  lived  but  a  short  time  after  this. 

The  only  other  houses  in  that  vicinity  in  1760  were  the 
AVilliam  Tucker  house,  now  owned  by  Mr.  John  Welch; 
the  Manasseli  Tucker  house,  now  owned  by  the  Murphy 
heirs,  on  Bobbins  street,  and  the  Ebenezer  Tucker  house, 
now  owned  by  the  Whitney  estate,  all  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Canton  avenue.  The  houses  now  standing  on  the 
southerly  side  of  the  avenue  have  been  ])uilt  within  seventy 
years  ;  that  now  occu})icd  by  Mr.  Bronsdon  stands  on  the 
site  of  the  old  Sumner  house  of  1706.  None  of  the  fam- 
ilies occupying  these  houses  would  have  used,  naturally, 
the  location  in  question  for  burial  purposes  ;  indeed,  mem- 
bers of  all  these  fomilies  lie  in  jMilton  cemetery. 

The  range  of  supposed  graves  recently  found  was  not  in 
the  same  enclosure  as  the  Mingo  house,  but  was  southeast 
of  the  house  some  distance  in  the  rear.    As  at  the  present 
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time,  this  tract  was  srparatid  troin  tliu  Min;ro  lot  l»y  two 
walls  forininij:  a  lane,  which  was  spoken  of  in  170(] 
'^AVavto  Oldc  \\  olfc  Pctts"— 8CC  SufTolk  DectU— it  wan 
also  the  road  to  llarliiiLr's  -rist  mill,  at  11  huer  date,  before 
Harlaiid  street  was  hulh.  Our  ,,t  those  walls  wni*  the 
ancient  southwest  hoimdarv  ol'  i  n  a*  1  Stoiii^htonM  lot  of  four 
hundred  and  fifty-six  acres.  Tlic  land  on  the  went  siile 
the  lane  belonu:cd  in  the  days  of  Min«;o,  to  ManaHseh 
Tucker  or  his  heirs,  and  on  the  east  side  to  Khenezer  Sum- 
ner or  his  heirs.  The  present  owners  are — weutcrly,  the 
Whitney  heirs,  and  easterly  the  Messrs.  Tucker.  Thin, 
however,  does  not  invalidate  the  natural  an<l  leiritiuiatc 
conclusion  that  the  supposed  ij;raves  are  those  of  Minj^o 
and  his  family. 

The  new  street  now  being  made  is  nanu  d  Min^..  ;. 

It  seems  highly  probable  that  the  central  and  the  western 
portions  of  Milton,  near  the  hills,  were  iavijred  localities 
with  the  Indians. 

In  old  documents  we  find  the  hill  eomprisinc^  Col.  Ku— 
sell's  and  Mr.  Gilbert's  estates  called  "  A\'igwani  Hill." 

Tradition  makes  Thacher's  Plain  an  Indian  ccjrntield. 

We  think  the  field  in  which  the  supposed  graves  liavo 
been  discovered  may  be  called  "Indian  Field." 

In  addition  to  excavations  showing  the  live  graves,  tiierc 
are  other  indications  that  the  soil  has  been  disturbed  in 
many  spots.  We  find  in  the  gravel  formations,  places 
where  the  gravel  has  been  removed,  and  diflerent  ingre- 
dients have  taken  its  place,  or  in  some  manner  have  been 
gradually  formed.  These  places  are  from  two  to  three  feet 
or  more  in  circumference  and  depth  :  a  dark  and  discolored 
soil  shows  plainly  that  some  eflei't,  other  than  that  of  na- 
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ture,  has  caused  the  change.  In  some  cases  the  stones  and 
soil  seem  to  have  been  subjected  to  fire;  discolored  stones, 
and  what  seem  to  be  bits  of  charcoal  have  been  found. 

Some  one  has  suggested  that  here  the  Indians  may  have 
prepared  their  skins  so  universally  used  for  mocassins,  cov- 
ering for  their  persons,  and  for  wigwams.  I  have  learned 
that  in  this  process  they  first  stretched  and  dried  the  skins, 
then  subjected  them  to  lye  to  remove  hair,  and  then  digging 
a  pit  and  placing  in  rotten  wood  to  burn  slowly  and  emit 
dense  smoke,  they  stretclicd  the  skins  over  the  smoke  and 
fixed  a  covering  over  tlie  wliole  ;  this  process  was  continued 
for  days  and  even  weeks.  Without  doubt,  long-continued, 
hard  hand  work  by  the  women  was  connected  with  the  pro- 
cess, whatever  it  was,  and  the  result  was  the  peculiar  ex- 
cellence of  the  skins  finished  by  the  Indians. 

The  early  inhabitants  of  these  bleak  shores  had  no  other 
recourse  to  sliield  them  from  the  winter's  cold.  They  de- 
pended wholly  upon  tlie  products  of  the  chase  and  the 
arrow.  And  wild  animals  and  game  of  all  kinds  were 
abundant  in  those  days. 

Ebenezer  Tucker,  who  lived  just  opposite  this  field,  had 
a  tannery  on  the  west  side  of  Ixobbins  street,  south  of  the 
brook.  In  1760  he  sold  to  Zeb  Gordon  two  deer  skins  for 
£6  ;  in  1762  he  sold  5-lb.  deer  skin  to  Samuel  Wentworth, 
and  in  1765  he  sold  two  deer  skins  to  Josiah  Iladccn. 

But  in  the  opinion  of  a  missionary  of  long  standing 
among  the  Indians,  who  is  considered  good  Indian  author- 
ity, and  to  whom  the  facts  in  this  case  have  been  referred, 
these  smaller  excavations  may  have  been  "  Dry  Ovens  "  for 
the  cooking  and  preparing  of  material  for  their  religious 
ceremonies  ;  or  more  probably  "  Steaming  Pits  "  for  steam- 
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ing  themselves  to  Lret  rid  of  scn-ere  coIiIh  or  worM-  (11^  anr.. 
This  was  once  ([ultr  conmion  amoiiir  the  IiuliimK  iif  New 
Enghiiul. 

All  over  this  Held,  ^vlu^h  may  haM*  hi'iai  an  opi-n  lirld  in 
the  (lays  of  tlie  Indians,  are  siirns  of  thi;  di«liirl>ance  of  the 
soil  in  periods  lon^-  \)a>{.  Three  ccntiirics  ago  the  Indian 
was  tlie  rightful  ow  ner  of  this  soil.  His  wigwam,  with  ilM 
sable  inlial)itants,  was  pitehrd  ahing  thetic  liillrt  ;  liitf  dead 
were  deposited  in  tlu\^e  grounds. 

MiLTOX,  Jan.  '2M\,  1S08. 


ISRAEL  (AND (iOV.  WILLIAM )  STnniMTON, 


i\Ioui-:  than  two  and  a  liall'  centuries  iv^n  Umc]  Stoiiirh- 
ton  was  a  land  owner  in  iliat  territory  of  I  )orchfHtiT,  which 
was  set  oir  to  lorni  thi^  town  of  Mihnn.  H,.  ,-a,„e  to  Dor- 
chester amoiirr  the  very  first  arri\  al^  Imni  the  ohl  country. 
The  position  he  oeeui)ied,  throu^di  hi-^  whoK?  lite,  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Phmtation  and  ('(>h)nv,  jw»lnt>  liini  out  m  a 
man  of  superior  intelligence  and  of  lari:i;  property.  In 
April,  IGi)!),  lie  was  admitted  freeman,  and  the  hame  vear 
was  chosen  ensign  of  the  Dorchester  Hand,  then  commanded 
by  Capt.  ]\lason. 

In  the  division  of  the  town  lands  he  appears  witii  Mr. 
Rositer  as  among  the  largest  adventurers  residing  vi\  the 
Dorchester  Plantation. 

The  earliest  land  grant  to  ^Ir.  Stoughton  was  located  on 
Milton  Ilill  in  1633.  The  first  lot  of  101  acres  extending 
from  the  river  up  over  tlie  hill,  and  the  cond  h'l  of  <51 
acres,  perhaps  located  at  a  later  date,  whii  h  provi(K's  for  n 
common  landing  place  abutting  the  lirst  lot  and  running 
back,  and  still  farther  (n^er  the  hi!!,  nearly  to  Centre  atreet. 
No  attempt  is  made  to  trace  to  the  present  ownership  thiu 
large  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres.  This  lia** 
been  done  to  some  extent  In  the  Milton  IliM'-ry.  It  •  i:;- 
braces,  perhaps,  the  most  beautiful  section  of  mir  town, 
and  is  and  has  been  the  home  of  many  of  our  best  eitizcna. 
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On  the  3d  of  November,  1633,  the  Dorchester  Planta- 
tion granted  Israel  Stoughton  leave  to  erect  a  mill  at  "  Ne- 
ponset  Falls,"  and  leave  to  cut  timber  on  their  lands  to 
build  the  mill,  which  the  First  General  Court,  convened  in 
May,  1634,  in  which  Mr.  Stoughton  was  deputy  for  Dor- 
chester, confirmed,  on  condition  of  his  supporting  a  suffi- 
cient horse  bridge  over  the  river,  and  selling  alewivcs  at 
five  sliillings  a  thousand.  In  pursuance  of  this  order,  he 
erected  a  corn  mill,  and  ground  the  first  corn  ever  ground 
by  water  power  in  New  England. 

At  the  First  General  Court,  May,  1634,  Mr.  Israel 
Stoughton  and  Mr.  Henry  Wolcott  obtained  leave  "  to  look 
out  farms  for  themselves."  It  is  highly  probable  that  the 
tract  of  456  acres,  3  quarters,  12  rods,  situated  on  the 
south  side  of  Canton  avenue,  was  selected  at  this  early 
period  by  Mr.  Stoughton  as  his  farm ;  and  when  Milton 
was  incorporated,  was,  through  exchanges  or  purchases, 
made  to  conform  by  metes  and  bounds,  with  the  parallel 
line  on  Canton  avenue  and  with  the  south  boundary  of  the 
town  or  Braintrce  line.  This  exact  section  of  land,  extend- 
ing from  the  parallel  line  to  the  Braintrce  line,  belonged  to 
the  Stoughton  family  in  the  earliest  years  of  Milton. 

The  south  boundary  of  Milton  or  Braintrce  line  was 
straight,  running  from  the  base  of  "  Woodcock  Hill,"  now 
"Forbes'  Hill,"  to  the  top  of  Great  Blue  Hill.  It  met  in 
its  course  "  Sturdy  Oak,"  now  marked  by  a  granite  pillar 
near  the  end  of  Quarry  street,  then  the  "Red  Gate,"  oppo- 
site estate  of  George  Vose.  It  crossed  Randolph  avenue 
near  the  base  of  Tucker  Hill,  in  the  rear  of  the  Jesse 
Tucker  house,  and  ran  on  through  the  low  land  crossing 
Harland  street  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  that  street,  and 
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thence  on  to  tlie  top  of  tho  lihir  Hills.  Canton  avmue 
was  laid  out  on  a  line  i)arall(  l  wlih  tlii>.  ori-lii:il  -Mullirrii 
boundary. 

In  Sannud  Wadswortli  located  :i  ^rnuit  ui  KM)  acres 

from  the  [)arallcl  line  t(>  the  r>r:iintrrr  line,  takin*^  in,  enut- 
crly,  a  part  or  the  wlioh'  I  IlL^hland  Htrcet,  and  extending 
westerly  to  a  point  on  (  anton  nue,  at  or  near  the  cait- 
erly  avenue  of  C\)l.  luissdl.  Another  estate  may  have 
come  between  the  Wadsw  orih  and  StouLditon  land-*,  pos- 
sibly the  seventeen  acres  of  John  Ilill,  senior;  hut  very 
near  this  point  the  Stouirhton  lands  hei^an  and  exten<h-<l 
westerly  down  the  hill,  with  a  Canton  avenue  fVonta::!"  of 
just  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  to  the  lane  leadinir  l.»  (he 
"Wolfe  Pitts. 

Meanwhile  Israel  Stou^hton  had  i)assed  tVom  the  .  i,.  . 
of  active  life.  In  1643  he  went  to  England  to  attend  to 
his  private  interests.  There  he  became  intimate  with 
Cromwell  and  the  leaders  of  the  revolution,  and  detennintMl 
to  devote  his  life  to  the  Parliamentary  cause.  lie  returne<l 
home  and  prepared  for  the  enteqirise.  In  l»M  1  he  retunuHl 
to  London  in  company  with  Xii'hemiah  llonrne,  his  Milton 
neighbor,  and  others  whom  he  had  persuaded  to  join  iiini. 
He  entered  the  Parliamentary  army  :i-  Lieutenant-Cnh 'Ik  1 
in  the  division  of  Gen.  Kainsboro  in  Ireland,  but  his  ean^er 
of  service  was  short  ;  after  two  years  he  died  at  Lin(N»hi, 
1645.  His  son  Israel  died  early,  ddin  wa-  h».-t  at  >ca  in 
1647.  AVilliam  graduated  at  llarvanl  in  lf»')().  The  de- 
sign of  his  education  was  the  mini>try,  and  he  often  preached 
in  the  Dorchester  Church,  and  was  several  timc8  solicitctl 
to  become  the  pastor  of  that  church  ;  but  finally  entering 
into  public  life,  he  became  eminent  as  statesman  and  judge. 
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He  was  Acting-Governor  from  the  time  Sir  William  Pliipps 
left  the  Province,  Nov.  let,  1694,  to  the  time  when  Lord 
Bellomont  arrived  in  Boston,  May  26,  1699.  Bellomont 
returned  to  New  York  in  1700,  and  Stoughton  was  again 
Acting-Governor  from  July,  1700,  to  his  death,  July  7, 
1701. 

It  was  Governor  Stoughton  who,  in  the  election  sermon 

of  1668,  gave  utterance  to  those  notable  words  : — 

God  sifted  a  whole  nation  that  he  miglit  send  choice  grain 
over  into  this  wilderness." 

It  is  with  William  Stoughton  that  we  have  to  do  from 
this  point,  and  in  all  land  conveyances.  Entire  accuracy 
in  these  statements  is  rendered  impossible  from  the  fact 
that  many  sales,  in  those  days,  failed  of  record,  leaving  the 
chain  often  broken.  All  conveyances  hereinafter  men- 
tioned are  confirmed  by  record  unless  otherwise  manifest. 

William  Stoughton,  before  his  death,  or  John  Danforth 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  after  Mr.  S  tough  ton's  death,  con- 
veyed to  Anthony  Gulliver  fifty-three  acres  of  the  eastern 
section  of  this  tract  of  456  acres,  3  quarters,  4  rods,  cov- 
ering a  portion  of  the  Col.  Russell  estate.  Anthony  Gul- 
liver came  to  Milton  in  1646  ;  he  married  Eleanor,  daugh- 
ter of  Kev.  Stephen  Kinsley,  and  resided  near  Algerine 
Corner  until  liis  removal  to  the  Stoughton  land.  He  had 
nine  children,  among  whom  was  Jonathan,  born  1659,  one 
of  the  leading  men  of  his  time.  He  married  Theodora, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Peter  Thacher. 

On  this  territory  the  Gulliver  family  lived  for  four  gen- 
erations. There  were  five  houses  built  by  the  children  and 
grandchildren  of  Anthony.  One,  built  by  John  Gulliver, 
is  now  standino;  on  Canton  avenue  near  the  corner  of  Col. 
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Ru8scir8  eastern  entrance  ;  ;uk1  anoihrr,  half  way  up  the 
avenue,  now  owned  I»y  Col.  Ku^«.(ll,  in  wliirh  iK-aron  Cur- 
nelurs  (uillivcr  lived,  :md  at  a  later  j..  rind  Widow  llaluux-k. 
A  short  distance  east  of  ilii^,  .>\cr  the  lM>iiinIary  wall  uf 
Col.  Kussell  on  the  ('limvliill  land,  an  old  cellar  luul 
well,  (h)ul)tless  indicating-  the  li..ine  ot'  the  ancient  Anthony. 

Deacon  flonatlian  (inlli\er\<  house  was  in  the  open  fiehl, 
midway  between  the  John  (inlllvcr  and  Kohhinn  houws. 
Samuel  Keys,  who  married  Hannah  (iidliver,  had  a  houni* 
west  of  Col.  Kussell's  main  entrance  near  Canton  nvenuc. 

The  Fairbank  house  on  the  north  ^ide  nt*  Canton  avenue 
was  built  by  IxMUuel  (iidliver,  and  the  Hunt  hou.-c  on  the 
same  side  by  Dea.  Is:iac  (iuHi\i'r:  neiiher  (»t'\Nhich  were 
on  the  Anthony  (JuUiver  land. 

In  1716  John  Daniorth  and  Klizaheth,  his  wife,  convcvcd 
215  acres,  their  portion  in  tlie  division  of  the  W'diiani 
Stoughton  estate,  to  John  Daniel,  dr.,  and  (ieor«:e  Ual>- 
cock,  bounded  south  by  liraintree  line,  nf)rth  by  paralh-l 
line,  cast  by  Capt.  (iidliver  and  Xathanirl  (lulliver,  and 
west  by  Mr.  Morey  and  land  iri\  en  to  the  Town  of  Milton. 
— Suf.  Lib.  3,  Fol.  128.  In  1717  John  Daniel,  Jr.,  and 
George  Babeock  sold  40  acres,  the  reai*  jiart  of  the  alnive 
lot,  to  Nathaniel  IMtcher. 

In  1748  Jolin  Gulliver,  son  of  Xathanirl,  niorii:ai.Ml  lo 
Eobert  Oliver  20  acres  of  the  (iulliver  land.  In  17r)l 
this  came  into  the  ownership  ol'  Kolxa-t  (  )ri\»  r. 

In  1752  Robert  Oliver  conveyed  to  Kev.  Natlianii  l  Kol>- 
bins  16  acres,  3  quarters,  24  rods,  formerly  land  of  .lohn 
Gulliver.  On  this  land  Mr.  liobbins  built  the  h«»u-e  now 
owned  by  Col.  Kussell.  41ii^  passed  on  sueec>si\tdy  to 
Judge  E.  H.  Kobbins,  Dudley  Walker,  Francis  Aniory, 
H.  S.  Russell. 
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In  1772  Nathaniel  Bobbins  conveyed  to  William  Tucker 
19f  acres,  "  bounded,  west,  part  on  poor  man's  lot,  and 
part  on  way  leading  to  poor  man's  lot."  Mr.  Robbins, 
evidently,  had  bought  a  portion  of  this  tract  from  Walter 
Morey,  who  was  owner  of  the  same  in  1716. 

On  the  theory  that  the  original  GulUver  lot  was  bounded 
westerly  by  the  present  westerly  bounds  of  Col.  Russell's 
lot,  the  lot  conveyed  to  William  Tucker  embraces  the  tract 
between  Poor  House  lane  and  the  Russell  land.  This 
passed  from  William  Tucker  to  Isaac  Davenport,  who  sold 
it  Apr.  20th,  1784,  with  other  land,  to  Benjamin  Bronsdon, 
without  buildings.  Bronsdon  buih  the  present  house.  In 
this  house  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Huntoon  lived  during  the 
two  years  of  his  Milton  pastorate,  and  here  his  son  was 
born.  Then  it  came  in  succession  into  the  hands  of  the 
following  owners  :  E.  J.  Kendall,  John  R.  Dow,  William 
H.  Davis,  W.  R.  Robeson,  Horatio  and  H.  J.  Gilbert. 

We  come  next,  in  tracing  down  the  Stoughton  land,  to 

the  Poor  House  lot.    I  quote  from  the  Town  Records : — 

"  Feb.  28,  170G-7.  God  bavin i^raciously  put  it  into  the  heart 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stoui^liton,  late  Governor,  to  will  and  bequeath 
fort}^  acres  of  his  woodlot  in  jMilton  unto  said  town  to  be  improved 
by  the  select  men  of  said  town  and  their  successors  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  poor  of  said  town  forever,  Mr.  John 
Danforth  of  Dorchester  executor  together  with  the  selectmen  of 
said  town,  and  Mr.  John  Dane,  a  skillful  surveyor,  did  on  26  of 
November  enter  upon  the  said  land  and  measured  off  forty  acres 
for  ye  said  town  out  of  said  wood  lot  next  to  iMr.  Walter  Morey's 
land  southeasterly,  a  brook  being  the  bounds  for  the  w^esterly  and 
Mr.  Danforth  granted  there  should  be  liberty  for  said  select  men, 
and  their  successors  and  assigns  to  drive  carts  and  cattle  through 
the  remaining  land  of  said  woodlot  from  the  highway  and  parallel 
line  in  it,  by  the  side  of  said  Morey's  land  to  the  nearest  corner 
of  said  forty  acres: — the  gate  being  shut,  or  barrs  put  up  after  the 
men,  carts  and  cattle — the  way  when  fenced  to  be  two  rods  wide." 
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The  brook  indicated  as  l)(miidin(r  il^.  ur-tmi  end  lii.ii 
portion  of  Piin'  Tver  hrooL  on  (he  wcstmi  Hulr  of  Harluml 
street  near  the  house  tlicrc  stari.liii-.  'V\n.  hrook  wiu*  then 
called  Balster';?  hrook  iVoin  its  snnrcc  in  the  Mhie  IlillM  Ui 
its  outlet  into  th(^  Xeponsct  river  Ix-low  thi*  Crntral  avenue! 
bridge.  This  is  the  first  and  larirot  Ifiracy  ever  received 
by  tlie  Town  oi'  Mihon. 

Tlie  remainder  of  the  SiouL:lit"n  \v<.nd  l.,t  on  tlir  smhI 
side  of  poor  farm  lane  came  <  arly  in(o  the  |)088CMi4ion  of 
Amariah  Hlake.  This  dcsccndi d  In  jiart  to  hi^  two 
claughterH  Lydia  and  Mli/alx  t li.  Mli/ahrth  inarriiil  .Inlm 
Dingley  ;  both  flohn  and  Mh/ahcth  (fird  I«  a\  ing  a  ehlld  ten 
years  old,  John  Thomas  Din-hy.     In  Lvdia  Hlakc 

mortgaged  to  Thomas  Dinghy,  of  Mai-.-hfn  Id,  guanlian  of 
John  Thomas  Dingley,  3J  acres  oi'  land  with  house  aii<l 
barn  standing  on  the  same.  This  wa^  tie-  hon-c  and  harn 
that  stood  on  the  corner  of  Town  Farm  lane  and  ( 'anton 
avenue  destroyed  by  fire  thirty-four  years  airo.  The  next 
conveyance  was  30  acres  sold  l)y  Xathanirl  Tdakf  t'». lames 
Ford,  bounded  north,  Taunton  road  :  west,  Tine  Tree  brook  ; 
south.  Poor  Man's  lot;  east,  »Iohn  i)inLdc'y  and  widow's 
thirds.  These  sales  covered  all  the  front  land  as  far  a^  the 
brook.  James  Ford  in  1^2')  con\t'\("d  the  wlndi*  of  the 
above  tract  to  Atherton  Tucker  and  took  ni  'ii ir :t_r«*  from 
Atherton  Tucker  on  the  same. 

The  cleared  land  on  Canton  a\  t'nne  nearly  opposite  Mat- 
tapan  street  still  bears  the  name  of  Ford  iiill,  and  the  low 
land  alomr  the  brook  Ford  meadows,  whih'  the  woixls  in  the 

o 

rear  is  called  "Tucker's  Pasture." 

The  tract  of  Gl  acres  on  the  west  ot  Town  Farm  lane, 
just  north  of  the  Town  Farm,  was  conveyed  in  1^2:)  by 
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John  T.  Dingley  to  Wm.  Pierce,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  and  by 
Wm.  Pierce  to  Jacob  Todd,  and  by  Jacob  Todd,  onward 
successively  to  Eliphas  Clapp,  Josiah  Fairbank,  Lemuel 
Gulliver,  James  Merriam,  H.  eJ.  Gilbert. 

The  lot  on  the  corner  of  Town  Farm  lane  passed  through 
various  owners  into  the  possession  of  Benj.  S.  Eotch,  and 
is  now  owned  by  H.  A.  Lamb.  The  back  land,  known  as 
"Tucker's  Pasture,"  and  the  tract  called  ''Ford  Hill,"  are 
also  owned  by  Mr.  Lamb,  and  "Ford  Meadow"  by  E. 
Blackman. 

We  now  come  to  the  section  of  the  Stoughton  land  lying 
between  Pine  Tree  brook  and  the  lane  to  the  Wolfe  Pitts, 
or  the  extreme  western  boundary  of  the  large  tract  of  said 
land. 

In  1680  Wm.  Stoughton,  heir  to  Israel,  sold  to  John  Dike 
17  acres,  boimded  northwest  by  parallel  line  highway,  southeast 
by  a  little  run  of  water,  Mr.  Stoughton's  land  lying  on  the  other 
side  of  said  run,  northeast  by  Balsor's  brook,  and  southwest  by 
the  upland  of  widow  Wadsworth."  (Suffolk  Lib.  12,  Fol.  111.) 

*'ln  1G98  William  Stoughton  for  5£  sold  to  William  Sumner  5 
acres,  bounded,  S.  by  the  brook  that  runs  under  Pine  Tree  bridge, 
s.  w.  by  Wm.  Stoughton  and  below  the  path  that  goes  over  the 
brook  aforesaid  a  little  below  a  little  meadow  w^hich  lies  at  the 
place  known  and  called  '  Wolfe  Pitts,'  west  on  land  that  was  for- 
merly Capt.  Samuel  Wadsworth's,  and  N.  E.  on  land  of  said  Wil- 
liam Sumner  which  William  Stoughton  formerly  sold  to  John 
Dike,  and  is  part  of  the  same."  (Suffolk  Lib.  19,  Fol.  27.) 

These  two  conveyances  cover  the  remaining  front  land. 
Here  John  Dike  biult  a  house  two  centuries  ago,  where  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Bronsdon  stands,  and  lived 
there  many  years  with  his  family.  The  lot  of  5.80  acres 
on  which  stands  this  house,  has  been  owned  by  Israel  and 
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William  Stoiigliton,  riolni  Dike,  W lUiaiu  >uiuiirr  ;ia.l  .ahcr 
Sumners,  Kliplias  (1a])p,  Lewis  J.  Clapji,  K.lwin  M.  Clupp, 
N.  F.  Sallbnl.  Tlir  Ikhix'  owners  arc  \.  F.  SaHonl  niul 
Geo.  C  rowd.  'V\\v  lot  ot*  T.s.")  jicrcs  aloiii^  which  on  ihc 
west  i>k\c  .Miniro  street  run>,  has  ha<l  tlie  lolh)win«r  owiicth  : 
Stoiightons,  John  Dike,  W'ni.  Snniiicr,  ami  other  Siimneni, 
Alpheus  Carey,  l\iil)y  Cany,  lla/.  ii  .M-.i..  ,  .1.1.  Kciithill. 
Henry  A.  Kendall,  C.  ('.  Kendall,  Arthur  11.  Tiirker. 
The  present  house  owners  are  Artluir  II.  Tueker,  Walhirc 
C.  Tucker,  J.  Small,  1\  Harlow.  Portions  of  thr  liuid 
between  Ilarland  >lreet  and  ihc  l.rnok  on  whieli  arc  three 
dwelling  liouses,  one  owned  hy  dolin  A.  Tueker,  and  two 
by  Elbridge  Blaekman,  has  pa-x-d  tln-oui^di  tin-  tollM\Nin^r 
proprietors — Stoughtons,  Pike,  William  and  other  Sum- 
ners,  Atherton  Tueker,  »Iohn  Myers,  Asajih  Chun  hill, 
Patrick  Mulrey,  Dennis  O'Seannel,  Mlhridgc  lilackman,  .1. 
A.  Tucker. 

The  section  of  rear  land  adjoining  this  t'r«)nt  eoiisisting 
largely  of  woodland  and  l(>w  meadow  ,  all  at  first  a  portion 
of  the  Stoughton  grant,  have  had  various  owners,  among 
whom  are :  SafFord,  Churchill,  Ilarling,  Hronsdon,  Ken- 
nedy, Sumner,  Damon,  ]\Ianasseh  and  William  Tueker, 
Governor  Belcher. 

About  half  a  mile  from  Canton  avenue,  directly  on  liar- 
land  street,  was  the  saw  and  grist  mill  of  Tlu)mas  Ilarling. 
His  house  stood  nearly  opposite  the  mill.  This  was  before 
Harland  street  was  built ;  he  used  as  the  pa.-sage  way  to  hii* 
house  and  mill  the  lane  called  "  ^\'olfe  Pitts  lane."  In  the 
same  vicinity,  about  lsr>0,  and  after,  Li  wi-  d.  and  lOdwin 
M.  Clapp  carried  on  the  business  (»f  cabinet  making  untd 
their  buildmg  was  burned. 
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We  now  subjoin  brief  extracts  from  the  wills  of  these 
noted  men  Israel  Stoughton  and  his  son  Gov.  Stougliton. 

Israel  Stoughton : — 

"  To  Sonne  William  I  give  half  of  my  small  Library  for  his  en- 
couragemt  to  apply  himself  to  studies,  especially  to  the  holy 
Scriptures  vnto  wch  they  are  most  helpful. 

Unto  Harvard  College  two  hundred  acres  of  land  out  of  my 
purchased  lands  on  the  northeast  side  of  Neponset  about  Mother 
Brooke,  and  one  hundred  acres  more  I  give  to  the  same  vse,  out  of 
my  dues  on  the  Blue  Hill  side,  provided  the  town  will  allow  it  to 
be  laid  out  in  due  apportion  to  those  former  two  hundred,  that 
the  river  only  may  part  them,  to  remain  to  the  college  vse  for- 
ever." 

Governor  Stoughton  : — 

To  Harvard  College  twenty  three  acres  of  pasture  land  and  a 
parcel  of  salt  meadow  in  Dorchester,  thereby  providing  that  the 
clear  land  and  income  thereof  should  be  given  in  the  first  place  to 
a  scholar  in  the  town  of  Dorchester,  and  if  there  be  none  such, 
one  to  the  town  of  Milton,  and  in  want  of  such,  then  to  any  well 
deserved  that  shall  be  most  needy.  It  is  understood  that  this 
legacy  has  not  yet  matured  into  a  scholarship.  "  Unto  the  school 
of  Dorchester  I  give  £150  for  a  yearly  income,  the  salary  for  the 
school  teacher,  if  within  the  ten  years  next  the  town  of  Dorches- 
ter shall  not  have  settled  such  a  salary  of  their  own  as  shall  make 
up  £40  a  year,  the  whole  income  of  this  gift  shall  yearly  be  paid 
to  Harvard  College  to  be  given  towards  some  student  from  Milton 
if  any  such  there  be,  otherwise  to  some  other  that  may  well  de- 
serve it." 

It  is  supposed  that  the  "  Town  of  Dorchester  "  met  the 
prescribed  requisition,  and  out  of  this  legacy  arose  the  name 
of  the  "Stoughton  School."    This  is  not  verified. 

The  town  of  Stoughton,  set  off  from  Dorchester  Dec.  22, 
1726,  took  its  name  from  Governor  Stoughton. 

In  addition  to  and  in  confirmation  of  the  deed  of  Kitcha- 
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makin  to  Richard  ('oiliest  the  tirnt  Milton  Iuhihi'  owiur, 
Oct.  8,  IGoG,  coiiNcyliiLC  all  that  tract  of  laiul  beyond  the 
mill  belon^^inL!;  to  1  )()r(  lu  st('r,  Joniiia,  son  of  «IoHi»h,  iwjn 
of  Cliickatal)iit,  deeded  to  Wliriaiii  Stou^hton,  in  1<»H4^ 
6000  acre??,  hcini,^  the  then  whole  Town  of  Milton. — Suf- 
folk Lib.  13,  Fol.  \ 

AVc  have  tlius,  in  these  stiitcincnts,  traversed  ainitl  other 
days  and  other  men.  The  *^rcat  past  often  Hen<lM  back  h'f*.Honfi 
helpful  to  the  [)rescnt.  Its  briLrhtness  ami  its  Hha<h»\vH,  its 
successes  and  failures  attract  the  attention  of  thoughtful 
men. 

MiLTOx,  Mar.  17,  1<S1)8. 


i)OEcnESTERANi)^iii;r(^  ( 111  i:(  11  lam). 


llIAT  ii()l)K'  hand  ot"  men  an<l  wonjrn  <'ninpri^in^r  the 
1  )()i:(  in:s ri:i:  ( "(  >mi'  , 
numhering  one  Inmdrcd  and  {orty  in(h\i(hiaN,  am!  n*pro- 
senting  sixty  faniihcs,  (Mnharkcd  on  the  hhip  "  Marv  iiml 
John''  at  Plynionth,  1  )ors("tshlri',  IlnLdand,  Man-h  21f*t, 
and,  after  a  passage  of  8eventy  days,  arrl\(  (l  at  Nanta?*ki-t, 
Massaehusctts  J^ay,  ]\Iay  oO, 

After  as  eareful  a  survey  of  the  adjoining:  territnrv  a-  thrir 
circumstances  would  allow,  they  pitched  upon  Dorchester, 
then  called  Mattapan,  as  the  most  prinnising  place  for  f^et- 
tlement. 

Within  a  short  time  they  hegan  laying  out  the  Town 
Plot,  and  arranging  home  lots,  wliieh,  according  to  the  nil- 
ing  of  the  Court  held  in  Lon(h>n,  Mav  iM ,  was  to 

be  "very  compact,''  granting  one  half  «»f  an  acre  tnr  a  hou-e 
lot.  And  no  dwelling  house  was  aUowed  to  l»e  huilt  ovit 
Haifa  mile  from  the  church.  The  church  wai*  tlie  centre  of 
all,  and  received  tlieir  first  attention.  They  were  InHpireil  not 
only  by  the  hope  of  establishing  lioines,  and  creating  hn?*ineHrt 
enterprises,  but  by  the  higher  nn»tiv(*  of  securinLT  p'»litlr-a' 
and  religious  freedom. 

Consequently,  as  soon  a.s  the  new  country  opem-d  widi  ly 
before  and  around  them,  and  land  began  to  attain  markeia- 
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ble  value,  it  was  set  off  by  land-grants  to  individuals,  accord- 
ing to  position,  rank  and  wealth.  The  Church  and  the 
religious  element  was  ever  prominent. 

As  might  be  expected,  we  find  them  early  in  their  new 
life  making  careful  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
church  and  the  ministry. 

The  allotment  of  land  for  this  purpose,  according  to  the 
original  grant,  is  as  follows  : — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  common  land  of  Dor- 
chester yt  Lyeth  between  ye  divisions  that  are  already  Laid  out 
on  ye  line  that  runneth  from  Dedliam  to  ye  tope  of  ye  Blue  Hills, 
they  doe  freely  give,  sequester  and  set  out  forever,  fower  hundred 
acres  of  land,  that  is,  two  hundred  acres  thereof  to  be  improved 
from  time  to  time  for  the  use  and  maintenance  of  the  ministry  to 
ye  inhabitants  of  Dorchester  on  ye  North  West  side  of  ye  river 
Neponset,  and  ye  other  two  hundred  acres  to  ye  inhabitants  of 
Dorchester  that  live  on  the  South  East  side  of  the  sd  river  Nepon- 
set, for  to  be  improved  for  the  use  of  the  ministry  there  from 
time  to  time ;  and  the  donors  do  declare  that  ye  above  said  shall 
not  be  given,  or  any  way  made  over,  alienated  or  sold  directly  or 
indirectly  to  any  minister  or  any  other  persons  whatsoever,  or  to 
their  heirs,  executors  or  assigns,  but  shall  remain  and  continue  to 
be  improved  for  the  use  above  said. 

"Voted  by  the  proprietors  above  sayd  ye  IG — 11  mo.,  1G59.'* 

This  entire  tract,  thus  set  off  for  ministerial  purposes, 
was  within  the  limits  of  Unquity  Quisset,  which,  about 
two  years  later,  on  the  7th  of  May,  1662,  was  incorporated 
as  Milton. 

It  is  the  design  of  this  paper  to  consider  somewhat  min- 
utely this  tract  of  land ;  to  fix  definitely  its  location  and 
boundaries,  and  to  note  the  changes  in  ownership  that  have 
occurred  in  the  lapse  of  more  than  two  centuries,  hoping, 
in  some  measure,  to  make  prominent  and  to  perpetuate  the 
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high  pur|)().ses  of  thr  ihoii-lit ful  iii,  n  uh.,  Irft  thw  legucy. 
to  their  ^iicce^sors. 

The  l)oiiiHlaries  oi*  the  tniir  Imii.ht  *!  acrc8  can  be  cjuito 
definitely  fixed,  even  at  this  laic  date. 

I>c\i;-ninini;-  at  Its  soiitlicasL  eorncr  on  Canton  Avenue,  at 
the  old  wall  that  marks  the  easterly  hoiindary  <»f  tlir 
Centre  Sehool  Iloiisr  lot.  It  run-  aloiiLf  thr  northerly  «ido 
of  Canton  Avenue  south wi'stcrly  to  the  old  wall  eai»t  of 
Pine  Tree  l)r()ok,  and  west  of  the  MacksniitirH  .shop.  Can- 
ton Avenue  was  not  then  l»uih,  l»ut  the  j»aralh  l  line,  mean- 
ing the  line  [)arallel  w  ith  ilir  >, .m hca-t  hoinidarv  of  Milton, 
then  a  straight  line,  was  laid  out.  March  L^O,  ITJ.'l— I, 
Canton  Avenue  was  laid  out  a  xcond  time,  and  huill  from 
Atherton  Tavern,  the  present  Codnian  house,  to  near  Nath- 
aniel Pitcher's  house,  the  j)resent  ^lilton  Convaleseent  Ilonir, 
one  and  a  half  rods  on  each  side  of  tlu'  [)aralh  1  line.  At  the 
south-west  corner,  just  east  of  Pine  Tree  lirook,  the  line  of 
the  church  land  tiu'ns  at  nearly  right  angles,  and  nuiiH  straight 
to  the  Xeponset  liiver,  follow  ing  the  course  of  the  old  (»rl^inal 
wall,  unbroken  save  by  roads,  which  torins  the  wi-stc-rly 
line  of  the  ^Nlycrs  and  P)radlee  estates,  and  the  dividing  line 
between  the  l\obl)ins  and  Ilollingsworth  estates. 

The  northerly  boundary  of  the  church  land  i-  the  Xepon- 
set Kiver. 

The  northeasterly  boundary  of  this  ha   has  heretofore 
been  desi^rnated  in  all  charts  and  mans  that  I  have  seen 
a  straight  line,  riuming  at  right  angles  w  ith  the  parallel 
line  to  the  Xeponset  Kiver. 

This  line  woidd  enclose  nmch  more  than  four  hundnd 
acres  of  land,  and  is  pro\cd  incorrect. 

It  beo-lns  at  the  southca>t  corner  of  the  iraci  on  Canton 
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Avenue  and  runs  by  the  present  old  wall  straight  to  Pine 
Tree  Brook,  but  no  further  in  that  direction.  From  the 
point  where  it  strikes  this  stream  the  brook  becomes  the 
northwest  bounds  of  the  Milton  section  as  far  west  as  the 
ice-houses. 

All  the  land  lying  on  the  brook,  on  its  northwesterly  side, 
belonged  at  this  date  to  Robert  Vose,  as  will  appear  by  the 
following  recorded  deeds  :  — 

"July  5,  1G54,  Ann  Glover,  one  of  the  Executors  of  John  Glo- 
ver, sold  to  Robert  Vose  all  the  Glover  estate  on  and  along  Milton 
Hill,  '  and  also  about  a  mile  from  the  Glover  house,  in  a  plain 
called  '  Providence  Plain,'  one  hundred  acres  of  land.'  Suffolk 
Lib.  2,  Fol.  60. 

Jan.  8,  1G82,  Robert  Vose  sold  Thomas  Vose  one  hundred  acres 
of  land  lying  at  a  place  called  '  Providence  Plain,'  and  twenty 
acres  of  meadow-land  adjoining,  together  with  two  dwelling  houses 
and  a  barn  standing  on  said  land,  butted  and  bounded — N.,  Nepon- 
set  R. ;  E.,  Ezra  Clap  ;  S.,  Balster's  Brook  ;  W.,  Dorcester  Church 
land.    Suffolk  Lib.  12,  Fol.  318. 

June  20,  1684,  Thomas  Vose  sold  to  Peter  Thacher  twenty- 
three  acres  bounded — S.,  Brook,  120  rods  ;  N.,  Thomas  Vose,  120 
rods;  E.,  Ezra  Clap,  261-2  rods;  W.,  Thomas  Vose,  261-2 
rods,  right  to  pass  by  Ezra  Clap's  house.  Suffolk  Lib.  13,  Fol. 
253. 

April  19,  1717,  Henry  Vose  sold  to  Susanna  Thacher  (wife  of 
Peter)  87  acres  of  land,  bounded — S.,  on  Peter  Thacher's  land 
120  rods,  beginning  at  Mr.  Thacher's  N.  E.  corner  and  running 
W.  34  degs.  S. ;  then  at  Mr.  Thacher's  N.  W.  corner,  turning 
and  running  26  1-2  rods  S.,  36  degrees  E.,  unto  a  brook  called 
'  Church  Land  Brook '  ;  then  westerly  and  northerly  by  a  very 
crooked  line  to  the  road  leading  to  Brush  Hill.  Also  a  swamp 
bounded — N.,  by  Thomas  Vose  and  partly  by  Milton  Church 
land;  W.,  by  Milton  Church  land.    Suffolk  Lib.  31,  Fol.  167. 

This  same  lot,  with  same  description,  was  conveyed  by  Oxen- 
bridge  Thacher  to  E.  Hutchinson  and  nine  others,  Dec.  1,  1733. 
Suffolk  Lib.  48,  Fol.  187." 

Thus  Peter  Thacher  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
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and  forty  acres,  all  L  mi^rht  f,,,,n  Thomas  Vosc  or  \m  heira 
except  the  diuivli  (lunatlMH  ;  aiid  t\w  Plain  iwn  liumlml 
years  a<i^o  calKMl   "  Pro\ idciicc    Tlain  "  is  now  known 
"Thaclirr's  Plain." 

()xenl)rld<;e  'rhaclicr,  the  i  ldr.st  son  of  refer,  after  liin 
father's  death  returned  to  the  hoinc^  of  his  rhildho(Ml,  ahout 
1728,  and  remained  a  eitl/t'ii  ot'  .Mil(..n  till  hin  death,  Oct. 
29,  1772.  At  his  decease  his  iKMiiestead  eontained  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  heini:  the  (  state  of  his  father.  (  H  ih'ia 
he  devised  to  his  ij:ran(l>()n,  liev.  Peter  Thaeher,  fifteen 
acres  of  uphuul  and  three*  acres  of  niea(h»\v  ;  and  to  his 
grandehikh'en,  Thomas,  Nathaniel  and  diidilh,  the  rt>t  of 
his  hind  in  ]\Iilton.     SuH'olk  Trohatc  Records. 

Sept.  2G,  1785,  Kev.  Thomas  Thaeher  n{  I  )cdham  »old 
his  share  to  J.  Smith  P)()is.  'V\\(^  days  later  .hidith  sold 
her  share  to  said  Bois.  Three  days  hit(»r,  Oct.  1,  17S5, 
Rev.  Peter  Thaeher  sold  fifteen  acres  ol'  upland  and  thrrc 
acres  of  meadow  devised  to  him  hy  his  i^randtath*  i-,  to  .1. 
Smith  Bois. 

This  is  the  hist  of  the  Thachers  in  Milton,  d.  >iiiiih 
Bois  conveyed  most  of  this  tract  to  Knoch  Fenno,  a  |>oiier; 
thence  it  returned  again  to  J.  Smith  Bois,  and  tiienec  to 
Walter  Cornell,  Oct.  17,  IS^r).  Norfolk  Lih.  108,  Fol. 
239;  and  after  this  to  various  owners.  It  wa-  m^ver 
Church  Land. 

After  the  incorporation  of  Milton  steps  were  at  once 
taken  to  divide  the  land  hetween  the  two  ti^wns. 

"Whereas,  the  Town  of  Dorehester  did  ap|>oint  and  empowf^r 
Captain  Roarer  Clap  and  Knsiirn  John  CajM-ii,  tnirrilu^r  with 
some  others  from  the  town  of  Milton,  to  dividi'  the  too  ixcrvn  n( 
land  formerly  laid  out  for  the  maintenance  of  the  miniHtrv  in  l)olh 
Towns,  together  willi  the  comniou  swanij)  near  to  Mr.  Huchen- 
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son's  farme.  We,  the  above  said  Roger  Clap  and  John  Capen, 
do  hereby  make  our  return  of  what  was  done  in  and  about  the 
same,  viz. :  That  some  time  on  the  8th  or  9th  month,  1663,  we, 
the  above  said,  together  with  Robert  Yose  and  Robert  Badcock, 
of  the  town  of  Milton,  met  together  upon  the  land  aforesaid,  hav 
ing  Lieut.  Fisher  of  Dedham  to  do  the  work.  And  first  we  took 
a  platt  of  the  meadow  of  Robert  Vose,  being  within  the  compass 
of  these  400  acres,  and  found  it  to  be  19  or  20  acres  of  meadow ; 
afterwards  it  was  debated  which  way  the  land  should  be  divided ; 
at  length  it  was  concluded  by  us  all  that  there  should  be  a  parti- 
tion line  drawn  across  the  400  acres ;  that  is  to  say,  from  Good- 
man Vose's  fenced  field,  and  from  thence  towards  the  Blue  Hills ; 
and  afterwards  we  should  cast  lotts  which  part  should  lye  to 
each  town.  But  when  the  line  was  drawn  (which  line  began  20 
rods  northwards  from  the  corner  post  of  Robert  Yose's  field)  the 
night  drew  on  that  we  could  no  longer  stay  about  it,  but  left  it  to 
consideration  for  drawing  of  lotts  till  another  time,  if  the  towns 
did  not  otherwise  agree.  The  town  of  Milton  desiring  that  part 
towards  Braintry  as  being  nearest  their  own  town,  and  for  the 
common  swamp,  the  surveyor  being  to  return  home  that  night, 
we  were  forced  to  leave  that  till  another  convenient  time. 
Witness  our  hands. 

Roger  Clap — John  Capen." 

"  This  return  as  above  specified,  being  made  by  the  persons 
deputed  upon  the  7th  of  the  tenth  mo.,  1663,  at  the  general  town 
meeting,  it  was  then  and  there  put  to  vote  wdiether  the  town  of 
Dorchester  would  accept  of  that  part  of  the  400  acres  next  to 
Neponsett  River,  and  whether  the  town  of  Milton  should  have 
that  part  next  tow^ards  Braintry  as  being  nearest  and  most  desired 
of  them.    The  vote  was  affirmative. 

Entered  and  examined  by  me. 

William  Pole,  Recorder.'' 

This  united  action  and  decision  of  the  two  towns  fixes 
the  two  hundred  acres  of  the  church  land  belonorino;  to  Mil- 
ton  as  the  southeasterly  portion  of  the  tract.  Canton  Avenue 
being  the  southeasterly  boundary.  On  the  southeast  side 
the  line  runs  from  the  corner  near  Thacher  street  to  Pine 
Tree  Brook,    On  the  west  side  it  runs  from  the  corner  near 
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Pine  Tree  brldgr  in  a  stniiLrht  line  to  "  Litllr  Pasture,"  lunr 
Blue  Hill  Avenue.  Tlic  northwest  lim*  in  all  ca-t-s  .  x.-.  j.t 
the  northwest  coi-ncr,  is  ihc  l.iook. 

Pine  'i'ree  Jjrook  \\-a<  I.im  n  a  noted  little  Htreaiu  lhn>u;;li 
the  whole  history  of  ihc  town.  Kunnin*;  from  iti*  Houree  in 
the  hills  across  ih(^  town  northerly  and  northenuterlv  to  the 
river,  it  has  receiNcd  in  its  several  nectioiiH  the  imiiieH  uf 
Balster's  hrook.  Tine  Tree  In.. ok,  A unt  Saniirn  hrook,  and 
Robert  Badeoek  riNcr.  In  li'.^o  the  road  from  the  pine 
trees  to  the  meeting-  house  wa>  laid  out,  and  a  hridirc  huilt. 
as  ap[)ears  iVoni  our  records  :  — 

''At  a  puhlic  town  meeting  in  Milton,  March  10,  ir,«0.  If  it 
be  your  minds  to  chusci  Joseph  Tucker,  Sanniel  Pitelier,  .lolin 
ffeno,  Henry  Glover,  and  Kphraini  Newton,  to  he  surveynrB  fcir 
the  makin<j^  of  a  new  way  and  a  cart  hri<lixe  over  the  hrooke  in  tlir 
Palill  line  at  the  j)ine  trees,  some  tinnj  this  summer,  wlm  shall  !»y 
their  vote  have  power  to  warn  every  man  and  his  team  in  tlie 
town  and  every  male  hoy  that  i-  in  ilie*  town  alM>ve  sixteen  year* 
of  age  who  are  not  exenipi  l»y  l;iw  t<»  attend  that  work  lH«in;j 
legally  w^arned :  and  if  any  do  n^t  nttriid  tha  shall  l»e  liable  to 
pay  the  fine,  accordinij  to  the  onhir  made  hy  the  select  nn-n  con- 
cerning delink({uents  u])on  highways:  it  is  also  to  Ik*  undiTsl<M»<l 
that  the  Sirvayers  shall  warn  every  man  and  hand  lialde  to  \v<»rk 
once  over,  before  they  warn  one  twi-(;.  This  was  votcil  in  the 
affirmative  the  day  ahove  >aid." 

In  completing  the  Metro})olitan  Parkway  the  Mali-  (  ..m- 
missioners  found  it  necessary  to  enlarge  the  bridge  over  Pint^ 
tree  brook.  His  an  interesting  ta.t,  that  in  the  needful 
excavations  they  found,  dei  }»ly  ( inbedded  in  tin-  hoil  con- 
tio-uous  to  the  old  bridge,  several  sections  (d'  while  pine 
trees,  one  of  wdiich  was  two  feet  in  diameter  and  twenty-two 
feet  long,  and  in  almo-t  a  perfect  state  of  pre^ervali^m. 
The  concentric  circles  indicating  the  annual  growth  of  thin 
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log  gave  it  an  age  of  ninety  years.  If  this  was  buried  in 
1680,  when  the  only  bridge  over  the  brook  of  which  we  have 
any  account,  was  built,  it  began  its  growth  more  than  three 
hundred  years  ago. 

In  the  progress  of  time  many  changes  of  ownership  have 
occurred  in  the  Milton  Church  land.  The  first  was  the 
donation  by  the  town  of  twenty  acres  to  Rev.  Peter  Thacher. 
It  was  laid  out  Nov.  4,  1681.  It  is  thus  described  in  the 
Town  Records,  page  77  : — 

Lying  next  to  the  land  of  Ezra  Clapp,  being  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  brook  and  so  running  on  the  east  by  the  land  of 
Ezra  Clapp  about  100  rods  till  it  comes  to  the  highway  leading 
to  the  town ;  the  breadth  of  the  land  from  the  wall  being  about 
forty  rods,  and  on  the  west  side  in  length  being  seventy  rods  till 
it  come  to  the  point  to  the  highway.'* 

Up  to  the  present  time  it  has  been  impossible  to  fix  the 
location  of  this  Thacher  land  with  any  degree  of  satisfac- 
tion, as  in  all  descriptions  the  southeast  boundary  is  the 
public  highway,  and  in  1681  we  knew  of  no  public  high- 
way to  form  the  southeasterly  boundary  of  the  Church  land, 
but  only  the  unseen  parallel  line. 

By  the  lielp  and  kindness  of  one  of  our  citizens,  who 
takes  o:rcat  delii>:ht  in  following:  the  track  of  olden  times 
and  ferreting  out  hidden  things,  we  have  been  able  to  settle 
the  exact  location  of  this  town  gift. 

In  1674  a  foot-path,  possibly  suggested  by  an  Indian 
trail,  was  made  from  Brush  Hill  to  the  meeting  house ;  this 
was  converted  into,  or  widened  out  into,  a  cart  path.  It 
ran  in  an  easterly  direction,  crossing  the  Sumner  land  and  a 
section  of  the  Church  land,  meeting  Pine  Tree  Brook  a  lit- 
tle north  of  the  present  ice-houses,  where  the  foot  travel 
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passed  on  "the  lo-- "  and  (cam.  Lh.!..!  tin-  l.iook  ;  ii„  nrr 
it  ran,  still  easlnly,  onii-  .Maiiajiin  Stivi-t,  iutohh  Mr. 
Lamb's  tcrriloi-y,  near  lil>  >tal.Ic,  ami  dii  tliroii«(li  the  wixxln 
in  the  rear  of  ilic  l'\iirl»ank  Ikhim*,  aiul  ncroHM  the  hind 
of  iNIr.  Hunt  and  Mr.  >ia-,  t-.m  hinLT  the  roriier  u(  the  old 
Centre  School  llonx'  loi  and  nicctinLT  thr  pai4Mi<^c\viiv  in 
in  the  rear  of  the  Iioi-m-  >lu-d^  of  ihr  Fir.st  l*ariMh  ;  thence 
its  eoiirse  was  o\ei-  the  jncM  nt  (  Imrdi  hindH,  perliapj*  to 
Centre  Street  :ind  on  lo  ilic  clun-.-li  at  \'oseH  Lane. 

Another  road,  hnilt  in  ITiil,  startiiiLT  fn»ni  near  Pine 
Tree  bi-idi^-e,  ran-cd  aronnd  "  WiLTwain  HilT*  over  the  land 
of  ]\Ir.  Land),  and  joined  the  aln.M'  deserihed  roml  Hoine- 
whcre  beyond  his  >tal)h'.  Tlii-  nniird  road  wan  the  puhlie 
highway  of  the  tow  n  lor  more  than  nlnrty  years,  until  Can- 
ton Avenue  was  made  pa-sablc  Canton  Avenue,  tlien 
called  "TheOhl  Tannton  road,"  was  laid  ont  in  1723,  "one 
and  a  half  rods  on  eaeh  side  of  ilic  paialh-l  line/'  hut  it 
was  not  a  travelled  hi<di\vav  wluii  the  road  around  Wi-^- 
warn  Hill  was  built  in  ITiM.  Tlir  deniarkatiou  of  thin 
ancient  passageway  is  still  in  sight.  Kven  citizens  «»f  Mil- 
ton now  living  renieuiber  In  their  early  years  of  walking 
along  this  pathway  and  oNcr  tli<'  "log"  to  church.  In 
tracing  its  course  westerly  iVom  the  rcai*  of  the  horsi*  shrd:< 
through  its  entire  lenjxth  to  Mr.  Lamlf>  stable,  we  fuid  it 
mostly  over  virgin  soil,  seemingly  nndi-turbed  since  its  firtjt 
use,  and  though  somewhat  effaced  still  easily  di:<cernible. 
Alongside  of  this  road,  especially  through  the  woo<ls  and 
over  the  undisturbed  soil,  is  seen  a  w.»rn  track,  in  plac*eM 
deeply  worn,  whic  h  is  snggcstive  of  an  Indian  trail,  trml 
out  by  their  single  file  marches  ivmn  rn(|ucty  to  IVuika- 
pog,  or  perhaps  long  before  the  i*onkapog  liebCTvaliuu  xsiia 
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thought  of.  This  is  the  public  highway  that  formed  the 
southeasterly  boundary  of  the  twenty  acres  given  by  the 
town  to  "  Parson  Thacher."  In  further  confirmation  of  this 
we  have  in  the  description  of  the  road  around  "  Wigwam 
Hill  "  the  following  :— 

^'  Thence  in  a  straight  line  till  it  comes  through  a  rocky  piece 
of  ground  on  the  west  side  of  said  hill,  thence  to  the  south  corner 
of  Oxenbridge  Thacher's  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  old  road." 

There  was  still  left  between  this  road  and  the  parallel 
line  a  narrow  strip  belonging  to  the  cluirch  land.  The  east 
end  of  this  was  leased  by  the  church  to  the  town,  on  which 
was  built  the  Centre  schoolhouse.  The  balance  of  this 
strip,  comprising  three  and  a  half  acres,  was  sold  to  Joseph 
Sias,  May  5,  1852.    Norfolk  Lib.  333,  Fol.  97. 

It  is  therefore  manifest  tliat  the  tract  of  land  forty  rods 
wide,  extending  from  Canton  Avenue  to  the  brook,  now 
belonging  to  the  estate  of  Joseph  Sias,  with  the  exception 
of  the  narrow  strip  on  Canton  Avenue  above  referred  to, 
represents  the  twenty  acres  given  to  Mr.  Thacher. 

The  next  change  on  this  land  was  the  erection  of  a  par- 
sonage for  Rev.  Dr.  McKean  in  1798.  In  1807  Rev.  Dr. 
Gile  took  possession  of  this  parsonage,  and  Sept.  3,  1833, 
purchased  it  from  the  parish,  with  34.30  acres  of  adjoining 
land.  At  his  decease,  Oct.  16,  1836,  it  went  to  his  heirs, 
and  was  later  sold  by  them  to  Col.  B.  S.  Rotch,  in  whose 
family  it  still  remains.  Only  the  cellar  is  left  to  mark  the 
residence  of  two  Milton  pastors. 

The  Fairbank  house  was  erected  by  Lemuel  Gulliver  on 
land  leased  by  the  church,  Oct.  8,  1798,  for  ninety-nine 
years.    Within  a  few  years  it  has  been  placed  in  the  per- 
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inancnt  possession  of  (lit-  F:iirl.:mk  t':iinilv  !.v  :i 
deed  iVoin  tin*  j):ii*i>li. 

The  Hunt  ln)iisi'  \v:is  Lnill  l.y  I  )facoii  l>n:u'  (iiillivcruu 
land  leased  May  1 1\  Islo,  f,,,-  iiiiu't y-niiir  yrarH,  at  the 
annual  rcnta-c  ot"  "  >i\  S|.:ml>!i  nilllt d  .lollarn/'  The  |mrii*h 
ait?()  leasi'd  to  him,  M.iv  1,  iM'il,  lM  :i.  1  (|r.  1  *J  phIh, 
eaUed  the  "Pound  P:i>tui(',"  lor  nint-ty-nlnc  yc-arf*,  lM>th  of 
^vlu('h  tracts  wrvv  (Mnncyt-d  to  the  (lulliver  tiiiuily  l»y  the 
parish,  fliin.     1 ,  1  S'M). 

Th(*  pound  was  hulh       the  town  In  1771. 

The  parish  h-ast-d  to  el;uiic<  Ih-cck  one  and  three-fourths 
aeres,  houiuK'd  cast  hy  S.  (iiK-:  uc-l  aipl  nortli  hv  parish 
land.    Xorlolk  l/ih.  Ill,  Fol.  Iso. 

The  First  Parish  ot'  Milton  sccuim d  tV.mi  thr  I.r«:i'.|a- 
ture,  Fel).  20,  1S:)L\  the  passair*'  «>t"  :in  ad  niahrm;;  them 
to  sell  the  ministerial  land. 

First  Congregational  Parish  conxcycd  to  W  illl.ini  II. 
Davis,  April  2,  184G,  3  a.  3  (p\  3.S  nxis,  IncludinLT  laml 
leased  to  James  Breek. 

Feb.  20,  1852,  the  First  Congrcgali.nial  Pari?h  sold  to 
E.  J.  Hendec  and  George  Simmons  sixty  and  ihrec-fourthn 
acres,  embracing  the  whole  of  the  remaining  Chiin  h  land, 
from  the  W.  II.  Davis  lot  to  Matt:ij>an  -trcct. 

Ilendee  and  Simmons  conveyed  to  W  llliiiui  II.  I  >.ivirt 
eleven  acres  and  one  hundn d  and  fitty-eight  scjiiart;  feet, 
Nov.  6,  1853. 

Hcndee  and  Simmons  con\ cved  to  All.c  rt  K.  T. .  16,488 
square  feet,  Aug.  1,  isr).'),  and  one  acre  and  ii,50G  0<|iiarc 
feet,  June  17,  1S5 4. 

Hendee  and  Sinunons  conveyed  to  l>enjamin  S.  Kotch 
forty-six  acres,  Jan.  12,  185G. 
G 
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May  7,  1854,  First  Congregational  Parish  sold  to  John 
Myers  thirty-seven  acres,  bounded  north  by  land  sold  this 
day  to  Taylor  &  Hollis,  Asa  Tliompson  and  S.  Adams. 
Norfolk  Lib.  229,  Fol.  55. 

May  7,  1854,  First  Congregational  Parish  sold  to  Tay- 
lor &  Hollis  eleven  and  three-fourths  acres,  bounded  south 
by  John  Myers  sLx  hundred  and  eighty-two  feet  to  a  stake 
at  an  angle  of  a  ditch  dividing  from  Asa  Thompson  five 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  to  land  of  Dorchester  Parish ; 
north  by  Dorchester  Parish,  nine  lumdred  and  thirty-four 
feet ;  west  by  Sumner,  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  feet. 
Norfolk  Lib.  233,  Fol.  244. 

This  completes  the  sale  of  the  entire  section  of  church 
land  belonging  to  Milton.  The  gift  of  1659  is  still  doing 
its  good  w^ork.  It  is  converted  into  other  capital  more 
easily  managed  and  yielding  better  returns. 

Dorchester  Church  Land. 

The  two  Imndred  acres  set  off  to  Dorchester  for  church 
purposes  remained  under  tlie  custody  and  management  of 
the  First  Church  from  July  10,  1G63,  to  Jan.  1,  1825. 

The  First  Church  was  tlie  only  church  of  the  munici- 
pality, and  in  all  its  movements  represented  and  comprised 
the  town.  It  had  the  legal  power  to  retain  permanently 
for  its  sole  use  the  whole  of  the  church  land ;  but  in  the 
growth  of  nearly  two  centuries  the  town  had  spread  out 
into  a  Second  and  a  Third  church.  Then,  with  a  magnani- 
mous spirit,  the  First  Church  made  the  first  move  for  a 
division  of  the  Church  land  among  the  tliree  churches,  and 
carried  it  out  to  a  happy  issue. 

In  this  division  the  First  Church  received  less  than  one- 
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half  of  tlio  Doivhoicr  (  1ni,vli  lai„l ,  ai<  follcwH  :— Tm^al 
Wood  Lot"  In  Milton,  COa.  1.,,-.  I'l,-.  ;  "  Littlr  Piuitim- " 
in  Milton,  llKi.  L^,I^  '2:)v.  :  "(iras.!  llnir  "  i„  Milton,  In. 
l({r.  .*>7r. 

'1  he  Second  ( 'hnicli  rccciNcd  mnrr  tli:in  one-fourtli,  (in 
follows: — "(ileal  l\i>tnr(  "  in  Milton,  M)i\.  lU^r.  L'Ir.  ; 
part  of  "  \\'(  M  Wood  Let     in  Milton,  I'n.i. 

'Ilie  '1  liird  Clnircli  rccclNtd  niorr  than  onr-tonrth,  un 
follows: — '  Troti's  Pasimc"  in  Milton,  lUm.  i>,|r.  2:ir ; 
part  of  "  \\'(  .M  \\'(M)d  in  Mihon,  2'ki.  2.|r.  2:ir. 

Tiuv^e  \  ari(nis  >n!)-di\ i-ion<  of  tlic  I  )«»rch(»ht«T  himl  it  lit 
quite  inii)ossIl)le  lo  ddinralc  ac-nralcN  ,  did  the  ohjrct  of 
this  |)aper  re(|nii-e  it.  Tlity  conij.riM-  the  nnIidIc*  tnicl  of 
the  Dorehestei-  (Innch  land,  >i rctrliinLT  from  i\w  Cnpt. 
Thomas  \\)se  land  westerly  t(»  the  Ixmndarv  wall  iinc] 
northerly  to  tlie  river.  Sonic  of  the  (h'si«rnat(Ml  8reiii»nn 
are  well  known.  "Trott's  Pa-tni(  set  off  to  the  Thinl 
Cluireh,  lies  nortli  of  Ihii-li  Hill  IukmI,  ..n  the  nwr,  and 
now^  forms  the  beautilnl  grounds  ot'  our  tow  n>inaii,  Amor 
L.  Ilollingswortli.  Ihit  a  few  years  ago  ,Iohn  Trott V  ct*!- 
lar  was  diseernihle  in  front  of  the  I  lollingswortli  mansion, 
and  his  Avell  ean  now  l)e  xcn. 

The  ''Great  AVood  Lot"  \\r<  Ixtwecn  lUue  Hill  ANrmic 
and  Mattapan  Street  ;  a  large  section  of  it  wan  sold  tn  thr 
Blue  Ilill  Terraee  Co. 

The  "  AVest  AVood  Lot  "  11.-  I.Mu.  .  n   P.rnd.  Ili'l  l: 
and  Blue  Hill  Avenne. 

The  ''Great  Pasture"  is  the  wi'.-terly  portion  of  llir  land 
lymg  between  Bru>h  Hill  lioad  and  Blue  Hill  Avenue. 

The  "Little  raMuic"  Hes  southeast  of  the  "(in-at  Pas- 
ture,being  the  portion  cut  oil"  from  "Great  Piistun;  hy 
Blue  Hill  Avenue. 
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The  Gravel  Hole "  is  a  narrow  strip  of  land  lying 
between  Brush  Hill  Eoad  and  Brook  Eoad,  now  owned  by 
Boston. 

Brush  Hill  Eoad  was  built  in  1676,  before  the  400  acre 
lot  was  located. 

Blue  Hill  Turnpike,  now  Blue  Hill  Avenue,  was  located 
and  built  in  1805-9,  running  from  north  to  south  through 
the  Dorchester  Church  land. 

Mattapan  Street  was  laid  out  and  built  1840-41,  through 
Milton  Church  land,  by  land  of  Enoch  Fenno,  Jr.,  and  the 
rest  of  the  way  on  both  sides  through  land  of  Asaph  Churchill 
Sr. 

The  sole  remnants  of  the  four  hundred  acres  set  apart  by 
the  fathers  for  church  purposes  and  still  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  original  possessors  are  in  tlie  Dorchester  sec- 
tion, the  "  Gravel  Hole,"  now  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  in  tlie  jNIilton  section  "The  Pound,"  now  owned  by  the 
town  of  Milton. 

The  only  public  building  ever  placed  on  our  Church 
land  was  the  Powder  House,  built  by  the  town  in  1811, 
at  an  expense  of  $100.  It  was  ordered  "to  be  built  of 
brick,  eight  feet  square  on  the  ground  and  six  and  a  half 
feet  high,  with  an  arch  turned  over  the  top,  with  a  wooden 
roof."  It  still  stands  where  it  was  built,  on  land  of  Hora- 
tio J.  Gilbert,  who  has  kindly  preserved  it  as  a  public  relic. 

Here  the  Selectmen  met  every  year  to  make  cartridges 
for  the  annual  muster  up  to  the  time  of  the  disbanding  of 
the  state  militia. 

Some  of  our  citizens  who,  as  boys  in  1840  and  1850, 
were  accustomed  to  visit  the  Powder  House  when  unlocked, 
retain  a  vivid  remembrance  of  its  formidable  appearance, 
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with  muskets  staiidin-  In  ih,-  (  unicr.  :m,|  tlu»  HiJe„  ImcJ 
witli  knapsacks. 

It  would  naturally  l»f  HippnM'd  l.y  lliosr  uniU'i|UiiinUHl  wilh 
thi8  section  (hat  a  ti-aci  ..t"  l.-md  near  a  ;rn»at  iiirtn»iHiIiji, 
in  the  com-sc  (►t'  two  hundred  and  thirty-niiu*  yrarn,  wnultl 
not  only  ha\t'  chan-cd  (.\\  ncr«^  inuny  tiimvH  hut  woiiM  tutw 
he  covered  hy  rcsidcucr-,  and  procnt  all  (he  aj4|>rrCn  of  huHy 
life.  This  is  hy  no  nir;in-  the  case  wilh  the  Miltmi  himl. 
There  arc^  hut  twi-l\c  dwcllinL:  housiw  on  the  wh«>lr  !rarl. 
In  tlie  rear  of  the  dwrllini:'  h<»n>rs  lari^c  epacea  are  uiuiii* 
proved,  except  i'or  pasturairc  or  woodhmd.  The  wooilmans 
axe  seldom  breaks  the  .^ilcncc  of*  these  sohtiich-s.  Th«-  f*nil 
in  many  phices  has  ncNcr  htcn  uptinaird  l)v  iIh*  phm-jh.  It 
is  the  ([uiet  home  of  Milton  l»ii'(U,  rahl)its  and  .H<|uirreU, 
and  the  deli<j;litfnl  retreat  of  thosi'  w  h<»  lo\  e  to  form  aeipiain- 
tance  with  the  birds  and  to  meet  natnn,'  in  it.s  un8peakahh» 
heauty. 

It  may  be  possible  witliin  the  limits  of  the  Milton  (  hnieh 
land  to  carry  along  with  us  from  Lfeneration  to  genenition 
some  idea  of  the  hounds  and  limits  and  purpodcu  of  the 
legacy  thus  he([ueathed  ;  but  in  the  more  densely  ^ettK'd 
parts  of  tlic  town,  where  the  1  )(»i(  he-ter  ( 'hureh  hintl  hen, 
with  the  passini::  awav  of  men  and  the  ehani^cs  wrought  hy 
time,  every  remembrance  and  traci'  of  this  gift  of  our  fatli- 
ers  will  be  eflaced  unless  memory  is  aided  by  some  hi  lj»ful 
way-marks. 

In  the  whirl  of  modern  life  it  is  wi  11  to  paUM-  and  take 
our  bearings,  while  ancient  headlands  are  in  bight. 
Milton,  Oct.  15,  1898. 
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Only  two  houses  that  (  (.iiM  coinc  uikIiT  ilrnominii- 
tion  of  "  Parsona-c  "  haN  c  liccn  hiiilt  l>y  the  Town  (if  Milton 
isnice  its  jscttK'niciit .  'I'Iicm-  arc  tin-  Imhisc  Imill  l»y  i-i;:lilii*n 
citizens  on  land  is'wvu  l>y  Thoma-  NOsc  in  uiid  the 

house  hnih  on  the  "  ( 'liurcli  Land,"  Canton  Avonur,  for 
Dr.  ]\IeKean  in  171»s. 

The  religious  element  seems  to  ha\  ('  Imtu  U|y  i :;. 
the  minds  of  the  first  settlers,  dominating  their  life,  iiml 
securing  their  first  thouglits  and  cai  liest  action. 

Before  the  incorporation  of  .Mihon,  Itohert  \  the 
first  of  that  excellent  famlK  ,  n  presente*!  in  tin*  town, 

conveyed  to  the  exi)eetant  town  hy  deed  of  giti,  .Ian.  l.'l. 
1662,  eight  acres  of  land  lying  on  "  \'os(?'s  Lanr '*  ainl 
Centre  Street,  "  for  a  meeting  house  and  other  mini-ft-rial 
purposes."  Aft(4'  ineorpoi-at ion  the  deed  wa-  •  md 
delivered  May  IS,  Idlii.  In  the  nu'an  time  a  par-  »uage 
had  been  erected  on  said  tiaei  hy  eighteen  of  the  leatling 
men,  prohahlv  the  (ndv  tree  htddcrs  of  the  n»-N\  t<»\Nn. 

This  house  is  often  referred  to  in  the  records:  Fch.  IG, 
1661),  Kev.  Mr.  AViswall  was  olli  i  ( d  "  £i\0  per  year  and  imc 
of  house  and  land,  with  liherty  to  cut  wood  for  Wis  own 
use."  Kev.  Mr.  Mlghill  oeeuj»ied  the  minif<terial  houue, 
the  rent  of  which,  with  wood,  formed  a  part  of  hi.**  ualary. 
Rev.  Samuel  Man  was  its  occupant,  167S-^(^.    Kcv.  Peter 
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Thacher  took  possession  of  the  ministerial  house  when  he 
came  to  Milton,  Sept.  10,  1680,  and  occupied  it  until  a 
house  built  by  himself  was  completed  Nov.  11,  1689.  The 
old  parsonage  stood  where  the  house  now  stands  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  Vose's  Lane  and  Centre  Street.  In 
1690  "the  ministerial  house  and  land  lying  to  it,"  having 
seemingly  completed  its  special  mission,  by  vote  of  the 
town  was  sold  to  Edward  Vose  for  £60.  It  afterwards 
became  the  property  of  Vose  Crane.  After  the  decease 
of  Polly  Crane,  January,  1860,  Charles  Breck  purchased 
the  estate  for  his  brother,  and  thoroughly  repaired  the  house, 
putting  in  new  sills  and  making  the  old  structure  over  anew. 
It  is  possible  therefore  that  portions  of  the  frame  work  of 
the  old  structure  built  in  1663,  remain  in  the  present  house, 
and  are  now  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  years  old. 

SECOND  MINISTERIAL  HOUSE. 

Soon  after  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Peter  Thacher  the 
town  voted  to  convey  to  hun  twenty  acres  of  the  "  Church 
Land,"  Nov.  4,  1681.  This  land  ''lying  next  the  land 
of  Ezra  Clapp "  [about  tlie  line  of  the  present  Thacher 
Street],  bounded  "north  by  the  brook,"  and  south  by  the 
"highway  leading  to  the  town,"  accordhig  to  the  records, 
embraced  most  of  the  tract  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
Joseph  Sias.  In  addition  to  this  grant  of  the  town,  Mr. 
Thacher  purchased  for  £100,  from  Sargeant  Thomas  Vose, 
Jan.  4,  1682,  a  tract  of  land,  with  house  and  barn  on  the 
same,  of  twenty-three  acres.  This  was  on  the  northerly 
side  of  the  brook,  abutting  his  other  land,  and  on  this  tract 
he  built  his  house  about  thirty  rods  from  the  brook.  The 
house  was  on  the  land  now  called  "  Milton  Park  "  recently 
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laid  out  in  house-lots,  a  short  (li.sian,         ,i  I  ha.  lu-r 

Street.  The  crliar,  (hain,  and  well,  an'  ^till  dlMMThiiMi-. 
A  large  ehn  tree  lias  -row  n  uj»  in  the  crlhir,  and  marlvH  the 
spot. 

Mr.  'Hiachn-  took  po^Mv..*,, ,ii  .,t'  this  hoiwc  Nov.  11. 
1681),  and  hcrr  he  died  1  ).•,•.  17,  1  7l^7. 

X()\  11  ir.sD.  Mvsult  wito  (liihinMi  and  family  n-imivi-^l 
from  .Milioii  Miiiistrrial  house  to  our  own  liouso,  an«l  (mm!  iiiailn 
iiKi  very  carnol  in  juav.T,  that  the  i^uiit  aii<l  tilth  of  our  old  n'lun 
ini^ht  not  follow  us  to  that  new  hai»ilati«Mi,  hut  that  uouM 
panlon  what  we  had  done  amiss,  and  kerji  our  house  with  u**,  and 
dwell  in  onr  liaUitation."     [Thaelirr's  Journal.] 

At  a  hiter  (hite  Mrs.  Thaeher  liou^rlit  of  'rhonia"*  \'ohc 
a  large  traet  ol'  laiul  on  the  n<>rtherlv  >l<lr  «.!"  ili.-  l.r<.'.k, 
bounded  southerly  by  the  brook  and  extending  westerly 
nearly  to  ]\Iattapan  Street.  Thus  Mr.  Thaeher,  or  hi- 
family,  became  the  owners  of  one  hundred  and  i 
acres  of  land,  and  the  plain  lying  between  Thaeher  and 
Mattapan  Streets,  two  hundred  years  ago,  called  "PmNi- 
dence  Plaine,"  is  now  know  n  a>  "Thaeher'n  Plain." 

Oxenbridgc,  the  eldest  son  (d'  Peter,  removed  fn)ni  Ho.h- 
ton  and  took  possession  (d*  hi>  lather's  e>tate,  where  he 
remained  a  citizen  of  Milton,  till  his  death  Oct.  1772, 
aged  ninety-one  years.  Here  aUo  lived  in  his  early  Hfe 
Oxenbridgc,  the  son  of  ( )xenl>ridge,  senior,  the  eminent 
lawyer  and  defender  (d*  eivil  liberty  in  the  days  of  the  Revo- 
lution— of  whom,  Mr.  Adams  said:  "  He  y  hated  him 
worse  than  thev  did  ( )tis  or  Sanund  Adam-,  and  ihey  fwiretl 
him  more.'' 

After  the  decease  of  Oxenbridgc  Thaidier,  the  estate  was 
purchased  by  Enoch  Fenno,  who  liN«-d  in  the  house  until 
it  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  I71>S. 
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THIRD  minister's  HOUSE. 

Rev.  John  Taylor,  the  second  pastor  of  the  town  of  Mil- 
ton, ordained  Nov.  13,  1728,  lived  in  his  own  house,  built 
by  himself  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  our  Town  Hall. 

Oct.  27,  1729,  John  Trott  conveyed  to  John  Taylor 
twenty-six  acres  of  land  :  bounded  south  on  the  road 
leadino;  from  the  old  meetino;  house  to  the  o-reat  blew  hill ; 
West  on  land  of  Nathaniel  Pitcher  and  Nehemiali  Clapp ; 
North  on  the  brook  and  land  of  the  late  Ralph  Shephard ; 
and  East  on  a  lane  leadino^  from  the  o-reat  road  to  Brush 
Hill  and  upon  Ralph  and  Nathaniel  Shephard's  land,  to- 
gether with  the  dwelling  house  and  all  buildings  thereon." 
Suffolk  Lib.  45,  Fol.  5. — Deliverance  Trott,  his  mother, 
joined  in  the  deed. 

Mr.  Taylor  may  have  lived,  for  a  time,  in  the  old  Trott 
house  on  the  land  thus  purchased,  but  early  in  his  ministry 
he  built  the  Taylor  house.  This  passed  on  from  one  to 
another,  and  remained  in  the  Taylor  family  until  it  was 
burned  on  the  night  of  Sept.  22,  1864.  Capt.  John  Tay- 
lor was  the  last  occupant.  After  the  fire  he  removed  to 
East  Milton  where  he  remained  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
The  house  occupied  a  conspicuous  position  between  the 
Churches,  and  was  an  old  land-mark  well  remembered  by 
many  citizens. 

After  the  decease  of  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  his  widow,  Doro- 
thy, who  had  married  Peter  Oilman,  and  his  children, 
Nathaniel,  William,  Ann,  wife  of  Nicholas  Gilman,  Nov. 
11,  1751,  joined  in  the  conveyance  of  the  twenty-six  acres 
with  dwelling  house  and  buildings,  to  William  Taylor, 
brother  of  Rev.  John,  for  £516-13-4.  Suffolk  Lib.  80, 
Fol.  125.    Thomas  White  sold  to  William  Taylor,  Aug. 
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23,  ITf)!),  eleven  acres,  hounded  houth  and  west  hy  Inml 
formerly  of  Uw.  dnhn  Taylor  with  huildin^rn  then-on'— Suf- 
folk Lil).  SI,  Fnl.  1,'.  dhr  house  of  ThomaH  White  MoikI  a 
short  distance  wot  cf  White  Street  on  land  now  covemi 
by  the  extension  orCcniial  Avenue.  WhiteV  Lane,  and 
then  White  Street,  took  their  n:.m.'>.  from  Tlionuu  While, 
who  was  an  enterpri-ini;-  and  h<»nored  elti/en. 

Fori: rn  MiM^  rr.i:'-  ii<  »i  . 
I\ev.  Xathaniel  K'oM.in-,  who  succee<led  Mr.  Tayhir  a^ 
minister  of  the  town,  dune  Jn,  ]  7r)2,  pun-ha-^ed  hin  home 
place  of  sixteen  acres  on  ( 'anion  Ancuuc,  fn»ni  K*ohert  ( )|iver 
of  Dorchester,  \vho,  as  nioiia^-ee,  had  c«»nie  into  |iosHn4Hion 
of  this  tract  of  land,  with  l.uildinL^-  ther«..n,  tr..ni  d..hn 
Gulliver. 

To  shoAV  the  (jualntness  ot'  the  An<"l<  iit  h  .1.  ainl  i.. 
furnish  desired  information  ri'speetinLT  Mr.  liohhin^'  e-iaie, 
the  conveyance  is  liere  inserted  in  full  : 

"To  all  People  to  wliom  tlnse  presents  shall  mini?  KoUTt 
Oliver  of  Dorchester  in  the  (  ( unity  of  Suffolk  I'mvinrr  of 
Mass.  Bay  in  New  Entrland  Ks(juire  Si*ndeih  (Iret'iin;:.  Know 
ye  that  1  the  said  Kohert  for  and  in  C'(»n>ideration  c»f  the  sinn  of 
One  hundred  and  Kii^hty  six  pounds  thirteen  sliillin«;s  and  four 
pence  lawful  money  of  the  Said  Province  to  um'  in  hand  w«  ll  and 
truly  paid  hy  Nathaniel  Rohhinsof  Milton  in  tin*  C'ouiitvand  Prov- 
uice  aforesaid  Clark  the  Receipt  whereof  I  do  lierel»y  aekno\vh-<l«»e 
and  myself  therewith  fully  satisfied  have  i^iven  ;rranl<-'<l  l»ar;:aint'd 
sold  aliened  conveyed  and  confirnie(l  an<l  hy  tln-M*  pre^ieiitji  do  ;nvc» 
grant  harixain  sell  aliene  convey  and  o<nilirni  untt»  him  the  Miid 
Nathaniel  his  heirs  and  a8si<;ns  forever  a  Messua;;e  and  'Vr.u  i  of 
Land  situate  in  Milton  aforesaid  ft>rnierly  in  the  j)Os.Hessi<»n  of  John 
Gulliver  late  of  said  Milton  (Jeiith  man  and  the  s:ime  contain!! 
sixteen  acres  three  quarters  and  tweiity  one  hmIs  Ik*  the  game  more 
or  less  and  is  hutted  and  houndrd  as  followeth  viz.    beginniu'C  at 
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a  stake  in  the  Corner  of  the  Orchard  near  the  Country  Road  thence 
running  Easterly  upon  Land  of  Anthony  Gulliver  as  it  is  now 
staked  out  then  turning  and  running  Southerly  upon  the  Land  of 
said  Anthony  as  the  fence  noAV  stands  then  turning  and  running 
Easterly  upon  the  said  A's  Land  as  it  is  now  staked  till  it  comes 
to  the  corner  of  land  of  Samuel  Miller  Esq.  then  running  South- 
erly on  Land  of  said  Samuel  as  the  fence  now  stands  then  turn- 
ing and  bounded  Westerly  on  the  Widow  Hannah  Gulliver's  Land 
partly  fenced  off  and  partly  staked  off,  then  turning  and  bounded 
Northerly  upon  a  small  strip  of  Land  belonging  to  Hepzibah 
Gulliver  then  turning  and  bounded  Westerly  on  the  said  H's 
Land  till  it  comes  to  the  Country  Road  then  bounded  Northerly 
on  the  Country  Road  till  comes  to  the  first  mentioned  stakes  with 
all  the  Buildings  and  Fences  thereon  together  with  all  the  privi- 
ledges  and  appiirces  to  the  same  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertain- 
ing To  Have  and  To  Hold  to  him  the  said  N.  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever."  Suffolk  Lib.  81,  Fol.  24. 

Mr.  Robbins  may  have  temporarily  occupied  the  old  Gul- 
liver house,  reconstructed,  or  may,  at  once,  have  built  the 
large,  red  house,  near  the  street,  now  owned  by  Col.  H. 
S.  Russell.  This  was  his  residence  durino-  the  \on^  term 
of  his  ministry,  and  here  he  died  May  19,  1795,  after  a 
pastorate  of  forty-five  years. 

At  a  later  period  he  purchased  six  tracts  of  land  abutting 
and  surrounding  his  home  lot,  from  members  of  the  Gul- 
liver family  and  others,  until  his  land  extended  w^esterly  as 
far  as  "Poor  House  Lane." 

Mr.  Robbins  left  two  sons  :  Nathaniel  J.  Robbins  and 
Edward  H.  Robbins.  Nathaniel  J.  died  May  7,  1799, 
and  Edward  H.  administered  on  his  estate.  The  Hon. 
Edward  H.  Robbins  lived  in  Milton  through  a  long  life 
of  active  service  in  the  town  and  Commonwealth  and  died 
Dec.  29,  1829.  He  represented  the  Town  of  Milton  at 
the  General  Court  for  fourteen  years,  for  nine  of  which  he 
held  the  position  of  Speaker.    He  was  Lieutenant  Gov- 
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ernor  of*  tlic  ( \)imn(ui\\ caltli  l'.>r  \\\  r  vt-irs,  1802-1807,  ami 
after  this  he  lu'ld  the  (.tlicc  ot  M u.Il:.-  nt"  iVobate  for  Norfolk 
County  tni*  (''iLilitci'ii  ycaiv^  up  i(»  tlir  tiiuo  of  Win  ih^cviiHr. 

John  (iiilliNir  >()I<1  t(»  .M;iiy,  Kli/al>rtli  aiul  Mindwill 
Suninrr,  M:i\  iM .  ImU,  lor  $700,  halt'  an  acre  of  land 
with  small  (1\n  i  IHiil:-  Ikhi-c  thereon,  now  Htamlin^  on  Can- 
ton Ancuiu'  (Hn'cily  oppo-ltf  tin'  Fairhank  estate. 

I'].  II.  lv<)l)i)l!is  a(lmini^li':i(<»r  nt'  Rev.  Nathaniel  Itohhinii 
sold,  at  pul)ru'  auction,  in  I)a\i<l  PIcrcr,  hi'*  fathrrV  honi(*- 
stcad,  ('i)inprlsinL^'  torly-twu  and  onr-ninth  acrcM,  cxtfiKlin^ 
from  Jolui  (lnlii\i'r's  sard  on  Canton  Avenue  westerly, 
fourteen  chains  and  si  n  en  link-,  to  ru  n  I  >ron.Hdon*.H  land 
for  $4,73i>,  Oct  .  lM,  isoi). 

Isaac  Winslow  administrator  of  I)avid   rn  r''    -••Id  to 
Dudley  Walker  the  saim'  estate  Feh.  7,  IM".     A  .  !  1»  •  : 
ley  AValker  conveyed  it  to  Francis  Amory,  1*'»  h.  1. 
for  $5,000. 

THE  FIFTH  MINISTER'S  IKH  Sl!. 
Second  Parso/iat/e. 

Eev.  Joseph  Mclvean  the  successor  ot"  Mi-.  1!  •I  hin-  was 
ordained  Nov.  1,  17l>7. 

In  1798  a  parsonai^e  was  hnllt  l»y  the  town  oi  Mu: u 
the  Church  land,  the  nortli  side  «.!' Canton  Avenue,  diavtly 
opposite  the  Rohhins  lioii<c.  Kvcry  vestage  of  this  liouiwj 
has  disapi)eared,  except  the  well.  It  was  taken  down  in 
18GS  and  portions  of  the  frame  and  tim!»ers  were  huill  into 
a  dwelling  house  now  standin--  on  Inu-h  Hill  Koad,  Malta- 
pan. 

In  the  summer  ol'  a  H.>urisliing  fiehl  of  |M)tatoei* 

covered  the  whole  tract  of  cellar  and  out-building8. 
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Dr.  McKean,  by  reason  of  feeble  health,  held  his  ]Mllton 
parish  but  a  few  years.  He  was  dismissed  Sept.  30,  1804. 
He  became  professor  of  oratory  in  Harvard  College,  and 
received  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.D.  from  Princeton 
College  and  of  D.D.  from  Alleghany  College.  His  brief 
career  was  bright  and  glorious.  He  died  in  Havana,  1815, 
at  the  early  age  of  forty-two  years. 

Rev.  Samuel  Gile  followed  Dr.  McKean  as  minister  of 
the  town,  and  was  ordained  Feb.  18,  1807.  He  took  pos- 
session of  the  McKean  parsonage  and  purchased  the  same 
from  the  town,  March  8,  1833.  "Jesse  Tucker  was  author- 
ized to  sell  to  S.  Gile,  agreeably  to  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, thirty  acres  of  land  with  house  &c.  thereon  for  fifty 
[50]  dollars  per  acre."  Norfolk  Registry  Lib.  99,  Fol. 
326.  Dr.  Gile  died  on  Sunday,  Oct.  16,  1836.  After 
joining  in  the  morning  service  he  was  stricken  with  apoplexy 
and  died  before  the  afternoon  service. 

His  widow,  Mary  H.  Gile,  continued  to  occupy  the  estate 
until  her  death,  June  25,  1862.  It  then  passed  into  the 
possession  of  the  heirs  of  Mary  P.  Tucker  the  daughter 
of  Dr.  Gile,  who  had  married  Mr.  Lewis  Tucker  of  Mil- 
ton, and  was  sold  by  them  to  Col.  Benjamin  S.  Rotch, 
April  1,  1864.  See  Norfolk  Deeds  Lib.  322,  Fol.  220. 
One  of  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Rotch  still  owns  the  estate. 

SIXTH  minister's  HOUSE. 

Rev.  Samuel  Cozzens  was  installed  pastor  of  the  new 
church  May  24,  1837*  He  built  the  house  east  of  the 
church  building  and  occupied  it  during  the  ten  years  of 
his  ministry.  It  is  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Mr.  G.  S. 
Gushing.    April  29,  1834,  Nathaniel  Tucker,  of  Milton, 
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sold  or  u'avc  to  the  trii-tccs  ot"  tin*  Firnt  Kvan^^t-h.  i 
grci^-atioiiul  (Miiii-cli  of  Mili.m  thrcc-fourtlw  of  an  ncre  of 
land  on  wlili-h  to  vwct  a  clnircli  liniltliii;^.  Norfolk  Lib. 
Ill,  Fol.  :)  [{).  July  1,  is.M,  .\;itli:inicl  TurkiT  conveycil 
to  the  8ix  trustees  of  (lie  !•  ir^t  lOvani^^i'lirul  ('on«;rr«;:iti«iiiiil 
Cluircli  of  Milton,  "  toi*  tlic  .support  t»t'  llie  iniiiiMtry  of  llie 
Clinrcli  for  whose  u<r  the  new  Mciiiiii^  House  Ih  now  liiiiltl- 
ing"  the  laud  lyluu-  Ix'twrt'u  the  nioctiiiLr  lioimc  lot,  Wliitc'tf 
Lano  and  Walnut  Sirrct.     Norfolk  I/iK.  T'ol.  339, 

In  18e)7,  the  duirch  sold  to  llrv.  .Mr.  ( 'o/./.eim  a  trnrt 
of  its  land  for  his  house.  At  tlie  tcrniinatioii  of  hi**  iiiIiuh- 
try,  ^larch  2S,  IS  is,  Mr.  ('o/zi-ns  «'onvi'ycil  his  lioiHr  and 
lotto  Kdward  iKddwln,  and  April   1,  iSlS,  thr  IruH- 

tecs  sold  to  Mr.  lialdwin  the  halanee  ot'  their  lan  i  in  rle* 
rear,  donated  by  Nathaniel    Tueker.     Norfolk  I. 
Fol.  128. 

SEVENTH  MIXISTKUV  iior^i:. 

Rev.  Joseph  Ani^ier  was  installed  [)astor  ot'  the  1  u-t 
Congregational  C'hureh  and  Parish  Sept.  l.'i,  is.'JT.  Ilirf 
connection  with  the  Parldi  was  diss(>lve(l  at  hi-  own  rec|UCiJt, 
and  against  the  wishes  of  the  [)eo})le,  dune        IS  IT). 

JNIrs.  Klizaheth  Koteh  An^^ier,  wife  of  \l  v.  do^.-ph  An- 
grier, houu'ht  of  \\'illiain  lv..t<*h,  N-\.  1.  1-'.  tr.e  t 
of  land  on  Milton  Hill  of  three  and  t)ne-i  ighlh  a«  re>  with 
house  and  barn  thereon,  bounded  northwest  l>y  .lohu  .M. 
Forbes,  north  l)y  Charles  Taylor,  southea.st  l)y  NathiinicI 
Thomas  and  southwest  by  <  )M  Plyiuoutli  Road  an«l  .1.  M. 
Forbes.  Norfolk  Lib.  ls;i,  Fol.  171.  The  old  house  w art 
removed  by  Mrs.  Angier,  and  the  present  mansion  erected. 
For  a  part  of  his  ujinistry  Mi'.  Angier  oeeupiiMl  this  lioudc. 
It  is  now  owned  and  oeenpied  by  Miss  Joiuiiia  Kotch. 
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EIGHTH  minister's  HOUSE. 

Eev.  John  H.  Morison  succeeded  Mr.  Angler,  Jan.  18, 
1846,  and  continued  pastor,  or  senior  pastor,  until  1886. 

Dr.  Morison  bought  of  John  M.  Forbes,  Aug.  14,  1846, 
a  tract  of  land  of  one  and  a  half  acres  on  Milton  Hill,  on 
the  north  side  of  Adams  Street.  On  this  land  he  erected 
a  mansion  in  which  he  resided  during  most  of  his  ministry. 
Norfolk  Lib.  172,  Fol.  245.  Subsequently  he  removed  to 
Boston,  and  his  Milton  estate  passed  into  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Merriam,  whose  heirs  still  hold  it. 

NINTH  minister's  HOUSE. 

Rev.  Albert  K.  Teele  was  installed  over  the  First  Evan- 
gelical Congregational  Church,  Dec.  18,  1850,  and  con- 
tinued as  pastor  until  Dec.  18,  1875. 

After  an  interim  of  several  years.  Rev.  Calvin  G.  Hill 
was  installed  pastor,  with  Mr.  Teele  as  pastor  emeritus. 
On  the  18tli  of  December  of  the  current  year,  Mr.  Teele's 
connection  with  this  Church  will  fill  out  half  a  century. 
Early  in  his  ^Nlilton  residence,  he  purchased  of  Hendee  & 
Simmons  of  Boston,  by  two  deeds  dated  Aug.  31,  1853, 
and  June  17,  1854,  two  and  a  third  acres  of  land  on  the 
north  side  of  Canton  Avenue,  and  built  the  house  in  which 
he  now  lives. 

TENTH  minister's  HOUSE. 

Rev.  Calvin  G.  Hill  was  installed  as  pastor  of  the  First 
Evangelical  Congregational  Church,  Feb.  8,  1882.  Febru- 
ary 9,  1882,  Mr.  Hill  bought  of  George  T.  Tilden  one  and 
a  half  acres  of  land  situated  on  White  and  Walnut  Streets 
and  built  the  house  in  which  he  now  lives.    Norfolk  Lib. 
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53-1,  Fol.  C)'.]{\.     At'ici'  a  trrni  ot*  yi'ars  he  rr-iju^  >[  h.-  |. 
tlon  and  c'litcicd  into  ('vani^cllstic  work  in  Maiden,  liut  nlill 
held  his  Mihoii  residence. 

ELEVENTH  MiM^ir.n's  inn-i:. 

Key.  TIenrv  S.  Ilnntlnij^ton  \\as  tlic  8UCce8«or  of  Mr. 
Hill,  and  still  remains  in  cliarp'  of  the  ('hiin*h. 

Fohruaiy  1,  1S<)|,  Mr.  llnntini^ton  hou^ht  of  Samuel 
A.  Slia\N'  th(^  honse  and  land  \s  liidi  he  now  occupica.  Nor- 
folk Lll).  707,  Fol.  i^»;i. 

It  is  presnnied  that  all  other  minl-ter-  Milinn  wero 
wise  cnonu'h  to  coi)V  after  Saint  Faul,  \vh<),  uhile  in  Rome, 
"dwelt  in  his  own  hii*ed  lu)U>:«e." 

MiLTox,  Jan.  1,  TJOO. 
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:\iii;ix)N  AS  i  r  w  a->,  and  a-  i  i  is. 


I\  takiiiij:  :i  liasty  siirNcy  ol'tlic  clirlitcfntli  rnitiirv,  wf  go 
back  of  the  lilo  time  ol"  almost  all  now  in  iM-'mLT,  Jnul  ^atlirr 
our  intbrmiition  from  tlie  reconLs  of  otli.  r  (hiv^  aii  l  oiIht 
men. 

In  those  days  there  \\-ere  Lfreat  and  ^^mul  men  \\\u)  hitd 
broad  and  deep  the  foimdal ions  upon  whieli  we  arr  now 
buiUllni;',  and  the  inij)ortant  results  of  their  liNini:  are 
manifest.  Nevertheless,  tiie  irn  at  a<lvan(»e  of  the  hist  rni- 
tury,  especially  in  the  practical  application  of  tiit?  power  of 
steam,  and  in  the  development  the  varied  fornix  of  eleclrir 
force,  is  indeed  marvellous. 

At  that  period  there  was  no  Hteaml)oat.  Until  n  quarter 
of  the  nineteenth  century  had  parsed  there  was  no  railroad. 
The  time  wIumi  the  iirst  (K-ran  cable  was  stretchi'd  beneath 
the  waters,  from  continent  t»»  continent,  is  within  the 
memorv  of  most  of  th(>se  now  livinir.  Still  nion*  remem- 
ber when  the  telephone  itcLTan  its  wondrrful  work.  All 
these,  with  the  ma^ic  chan^a-s  wroui^ht  thereby  in  abnost 
every  phase  of  human  life,  have  reached  their  preTni  per- 
fection since  the  period  under  consideration. 

Thus  the  general  outlook  (»f  the  marvels  wriHii^ht  within 
a  ccnturv  fills  the  mind  with  amazement. 

"  And  step  l»y  step  since  time  lH\ir.in 
I  see  the  steady  irain  <»f  man." 
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We  are,  however,  to  narrow  our  range  of  vision  and  see 
what  changes  have  occurred  in  our  town  of  Milton. 

Milton,  A.D.  1800. 

Milton,  in  1800,  presents  a  small  community  of  families, 
united,  contented  and  happy,  made  up  of  a  God-fearing, 
Sabbath-keeping,  church-going  people,  with  moderate  desires 
and  expectations,  earnest  in  the  work  before  them,  and 
seemingly  satisfied  if  that  work  was  well  done,  even  though 
of  little  public  value. 

There  was  but  one  church.  The  building  was  the  same 
now  occupied  by  the  Unitarian  Parish ;  in  later  days, 
modernized  and  changed  in  position.  Thitlier  the  people 
came  with  conscientious  regularity  at  morning  and  afternoon 
service.  It  was  the  fashion  to  attend  church.  Seldom  was 
a  family  unrepresented. 

The  only  pastor  of  the  town,  at  that  date,  was  Dr.  Joseph 
McKean,  a  man  and  a  minister,  bright,  ardent  and  attrac- 
tive. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  was  eleven  hundred  and  forty- 
three. 

There  were  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  tax-payers. 

The  taxes  assessed  for  1800  were  one  thousand  and  five 
hundred  dollars. 

There  are  no  statistics  from  which  we  can  draw  the 
assessed  valuation  of  the  town  in  1800.  In  1761  there  is 
an  "  estimate  of  the  several  articles  in  Milton  by  which  the 
tax  of  the  town  was  regulated."  Omitting  the  designated 
articles,  the  total  sum  is  £2919  6.  0. 

The  area  of  the  town  was  laro:er  then  than  now.  Four 
hundred  acres  were  surrendered  to  Hyde  Parkin  1868,  and 
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forty  acres  to  {^uhwy  in  188:).     11.,   (  . .iuiu..iiu ,  ihi, 
Massachusetts  h:is  appn.jn  iatrd  its  lu  autiful  liill"*  w  llli  ihc 
interlyliiu'  \all(  \«^. 

T\\r  sc:ii(i'iT(l  inlialiiianis,  almost  cxrhihivrly  fiirmcTH, 
lived  on  (lirir  w  idc-sprcatiiiiLT  lanus  ami  piiiUMl  u  nrxintv 
sui)[)()rt  i'roiii  the  iiica-rc  prndiicts  nl*  tlu'HC  rarillM.  Tlicy 
were  traiiud  iVoin  cliildli.nMl  to  lial»itr-  of  liani  work  nml 
close  econoinw 

T\\c  streets  and  j)assaL'"»'-ways  were  only  Huffi(*icnt  lor  tho 
possible  lUH'd  of  the  iidiahitants.  They  were  kept  in  pniM»- 
al)le  eoiiditioii  1)V  each  ramil\-  "  workinjr  out"  iia  tax  on  tho 
road  nearest  at  hand.  Ah)nLr  these  Htr(x»t«  were  continually 
passin^i:  and  re"j)a>>inLi-  the  ( •ld-ta.shione<l  ha^^pi^^r  tennin, 
bearing  various  kinds  of  produee  from  the  interior  townii  to 
jNlilton  Lower  MilN,  where  the  vessels  of  Daniel  Voiic 
trans[)orted  tlieni  to  cities  and  tnwn^  on  the  seahoanl,  and 
returning  laden  with  the  i)roduet>  ot"  otiuT  lands  for  the  u»c 
of  the  rural  inhai)itants.  At  tVe(iuent  intervals  on  the»c 
roads  were  taverns  or  places  ol'  public  rr-oi-i,  abundantly 
furnished,  as  the  times  re([uired,  with  "drink  tor  man  ami 
beast/'  One  of  the  great  events  of  the  day  was  the  arrival 
and  de[)arture  of  the  toiii'-horsc  stage-roach  from  lU)Hton  to 
Taunton,  and  through  Milton  over  the  "  old  Taunton  Koail." 
This  was  the  only  public  eouveyance  of  the  section. 

Aside  from  farming  the  industries  of  the  times  were  a 
grist-mill,  chocolate-mill,  powder-mill,  paiKT-mill  and  t»tlirr 
minor  industries.  Shii)i)uildiug,  now  imknown  here,  coni- 
memced  in  ]\Iilton  at  an  early  date.  Knoch  HadctK-k  huilt 
tlie  shii)  "  Mary  .n::  Sarah"  in  1»':»:).  In  17G5  two  ve,Hi»cl« 
were  built  by  \\)se  cSc  Feniio,  one  a  schooner  lannrhcMl  May 
8th,  the  other  a  brig  launched  Oct.  2lUh.    Daniel  Hriggn 
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built  the  "  Kanawah,"  the  "  Milton  "  and  the  Jane."  "  In 
1791  a  large  brig  launched  at  Brigg's."  Through  the  last 
half  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  Neponset  was  an  important 
stream.  Up  to  1833  there  was  increasingly  active  business. 
In  that  year  it  reached  its  climax.  Seventy-four  vessels,  of 
an  aggregate  of  six  thousand  tons,  discharged  their  freight 
at  the  village. 

At  the  time  under  consideration  there  were  five  small 
school-houses,  located  in  different  sections  of  the  town, 
affording  opportunities  for  attending  school,  as  to  distance, 
nearly  as  good  as  now  enjoyed.  The  teachers  were  mostly 
"School  Dames."  The  custom  was  to  Iiave  the  teachers 
"  board  around  "  a  week  or  more  in  a  family,  according  to 
the  number  of  children,  and  the  salary  was  provided,  in 
part,  by  proportionate  assessment  on  the  families. 

Town  meetings  were  licld  on  the  church  green,  except  in 
stormy  weather,  when  tliey  were  adjourned  to  the  church. 
The  first  Town  Hall  was  built  in  1836. 

A  "  Library  Society  "  was  established  on  Brush  Hill, 
June  1798,  and  incorporated  by  Act  of  the  General  Court 
April  3,  1800.  This  was  kept  up  for  a  few  years  and  then 
abandoned . 

In  1793  the  "  Fireward  Society  of  Dorchester  &  Milton  " 
was  formed.  The  two  towns  joined  in  the  enterprise. 
Individuals  on  both  sides  of  the  river  united  in  the  purchase 
of  a  fire-engine  for  the  benefit  of  the  estates  of  the  share- 
holders. One  share  represented  a  hundredth  part  of  the 
engine.  It  was  a  small  hand-machine  filled  by  leather 
buckets  ranged  along  the  poles  of  the  engine. 

A  Post  Office  was  in  existence  late  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  located  at  the  "  Stanley  House,"  then  a  public- 
house,  kept  by  Mrs.  William  Badcock. 
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The  first  Postmaster  was  Dr.  Samurl  1:.  (.1..^,,. 

Up  to  the  last  ot  the  c'i^rlitrontli  rrnturv  M il I. m  Cemetery 
consisted  ofahout  one  acre  of  mir  .»|.|  •rroundtf  over^uwn 
with  hriars,  and  >a(ll\  iie-leet.d. 

I  his  rapid  sur\ev  of  the  nld.  u  liineH  neeniii  to  rarry  tu 
l)ack  to  the  henlniiiiiM-  ,,t'  ihin<:s.  The  prople  were  nimple, 
(luiet,  coiiteiited  and  .     The  <'h:in«:rM  wniii^^ht  hy  the 

fhi;ht  of  a  eeiiturv  ahno>t  l»('i/i;ar  dfseription.  The  runt nuit 
is  as  the  uliiniiierliiL:-  of  (he  iimnilnL:  t\vih;;ht  before  the  full 
glories  oi'  the  perfect  (hi\  . 

Mii.iMN,  A.I).  I'.Mio. 

As  the  thoughts  tly  over  ihi«^  wide  hiatiiM  of  time,  fmm 
century  to  eentiir\  ,  the  mind  1>  hewihh'red  l»y  the  eomlition 
of  things.     The  l)eaiitlliil  hill>  are  here,  only  ehan^wl 

hy  tlic  ''Reservation  Ancihus"  invading  their  onee  cjiiiet 
domain  and  the  Koteh  ( )hservatory  '*  erowning  their  niim- 
mit.  Tlie  general  outlines  of  the  scenery  are  the  .'<aine.  Hut 
innovation  and  improvement  apj)ear  evervw  herf.  A  few  of 
the  old  dwellings  still  remain.  Those  who  <M-cnpif(l  them, 
who  walked  tliese  streets  and  worshipped  together  in  the 
sanctuary,  ha\c'  h)ng  since  (h'j)arti'd. 

Instead  of  one  ehureh  edifice,  one  ehurclj  and  one  pa^^tdr 
for  the  whole  town,  we  now  liaM*  eight  ehureh  t)rganiza- 
tions  and  li\e  hiiilihngs  w  ithin  <»iir  hmits,  witli  faitlifiil  and 
devoted  pastors  dis[)ensing  the  inlinite  hlessings  of  the  (  iomjh*! 
to  all  who  will  receive  them.  The  following  <piery  might 
be  suggested  :  With  all  our  church  privih»ge,H  ami  farilitir« 
and  our  great  increase  of  iuhal>itant8,  is  the  aggregate  of 
worshippers  in  all  our  (diurches,  on  a  given  Saldmlh,  fui 
o-reat  as  on  a  single  Sabbath  with  the  one  church  ami  the 
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sparse  population  of  the  eighteenth  century  ?  At  the  hour 
of  worship  the  tide  of  travel  seems  rather  to  set  away  from 
the  sanctuary  than  thitherward. 

Between  the  hours  of  three  and  four  p.m.  on  a  Sabbath  in 
May,  when  the  conditions  for  pleasure  driving  were  not  the 
most  favorable,  eighty-six  carriages,  mostly  containing  four 
occupants,  and  ninety-two  bicycles  passed  a  given  point  on 
Canton  Avenue.  A  second  query  more  easily  answered, 
here  arises.  Is  our  Sabbath  as  carefully  observed  as  in 
days  of  yore  ? 

The  number  of  inhabitants  at  our  last  census  was  five 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eighteen.  It  is  now  greatly 
increased. 

The  number  of  polls  in  1899  was  sixteen  hundred  and 
seventy-one. 

The  taxes  assessed  in  the  town  for  1899  were  $232,519. 16. 

Milton's  valuation  of  personal  estate 

for  1899  was  .        .        .  $11,660,886.00 
Valuation  of  real  estate       .        .  9,026,900.00 

Total  valuation  for  1899  .  $20,687,786.00 

The  avenues  and  streets  are  generally  as  good  as  can  be 
found  within  the  Commonwealth,  and  are  sufficient  in 
number.  Abundant  water  flows  bcDcath  their  surface,  and 
electric  lights  flash  out  in  the  night  season.  The  sum  of 
$39,000  was  appropriated  in  1899  for  the  use  of  the  high- 
way department.  Around  the  Blue  Hills,  and  over  the 
rolling  country,  diversified  with  ever  recurring  hill  and 
valley,  those  in  search  of  health  and  pleasure  are  driving, 
on  every  pleasant  day  ;  thus  adding  life  and  beauty  to  the 
scenery.    Instead  of  the  baggage-wagon  and  stage-coach 
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we  have  along  our  t^treets  the  cniiHtani  mu  ix>mi.u  m  uum: 
elegant  teams.  In  thr  oast  anil  wi^t  »ertionH  of  tiir  lowu 
the  street  cars  an*  n  a(  liiiiLT  nrighliorhoocU  liithcrto  iMolntetl. 

^Vithin  tlu'  last  year  tlic  Mrtrn|MiIit:«.n  Park  (\»inmi*- 
sionors  h;iv(^  laid  out  :in<l  coniiilcttMl  a  houlrvanl  iiiorr  timn  a 
mile  anil  a  half  Ion- and  a  Imndn  «l  feet  wide,  with  Mnrndam 
and  gravel  finish  tVoin  tlu-  entrance  to  Mil»on  at  Mattn|ian 
to  Canton  Avenue,  on  its  way  to  tlie  niue  IIHIm,  which, 
when  extended  omt  llie  hill-  and  ihron.jh  the  woiMlti  to 
Houghton's  Pond,  w  ill  scarcely  I. c  >ur| .  i>ieturciM|uc- 
ness  and  beauty. 

The  uulnstries  of  the  present  day,  tliMii-li  n  so  varicfl  us 
in  early  times,  are  much  un>re  extensi\ <  al  hranehrit. 

Dairy  and  vegetahle  farms  for  tlie  niiirKri  ui  the  city  ami 
suburbs  are  numerous.     ]\Iilton  seems  rather  to  ha\«-  In  - 
come a  chosen  [)lace  lor  suhurhan  re.-idt  lu'i  >  nf  ih 
pursue  their  varied  lines  of  business  in  the  great  eit  . 

The  schools  are  among  the  best  of  Massachuselt.H  - 
There  are  seven  large,  conmiodious  and  healllifiil  grnenil 
school  buildings;  and  a  High  Sehol  edifice  fit  for  the  palace 
of  a  king,  with  a  full  cor[)s  of  competent,  faitlifiil  teacher**. 
The  last  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  gehooLn  wa« 
$57,000.00.  The  pupils  are  transporteil  from  distant  partu 
of  the  town  to  the  lliLdi  School  a!  t'  :  v  ^  .  •  •  • 
$2,500. 

In  addition  to  the  [)ublic  school-.  Mil: 
become  an  important  institution  Ibr  the  beuv  lii     •  i.- 
the  town  and  of  the  ( 'onnnonwealth.     It  is  the  owner  of  a 
large  tract  of  land  on  which  stand  two  dormitories,  each 
planned  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  twenty  h<ianliiig 
pupils,  and  each  fully  occupied,  so  that  the  "  wailing  Iif»l  " 
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calls  for  a  third  dormitory,  which  is  now  in  process  of  con- 
struction. The  Academy  buildings,  for  class  and  recitation 
rooms  and  for  the  varied  uses  of  the  school,  are  convenient 
and  ample.  The  new  building  on  Centre  Street  is  thought 
to  be  the  most  perfect  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  Crowning 
all  is  a  most  efficient  head  master  and  manager,  with  a  full 
band  of  teachers  well  fitted  to  their  great  work. 

At  the  March  meeting  in  1878  the  town  voted  an  appro- 
priation of  $35,000  for  the  erection  of  a  Town  Hall.  The 
present  Town  Hall  was  then  built.  The  structure  is  a  solid 
and  well  planned  building,  designed  for  and  expected  to 
meet  the  wants  of  tlie  town  for  a  century,  but  alas  !  already 
too  small. 

"  The  best  laid  schemes  of  mice  and  men 
Gang  aft  a-gley." 

Milton  Public  Library  was  opened  Feb.  23,  1871,  with 
thirty -five  hundred  carefully  selected  volumes  on  the  shelves. 
Additions  have  been  made  annually  from  books  old  and 
new,  until  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  is  now 
above  ten  thousand. 

In  1877  a  reading  room  was  opened  in  East  Milton, 
which  was  supplied  with  periodicals  and  books  from  the 
library. 

In  1899  the  Kussell  Reading  Koom  at  Scott's  Woods  was 
adopted  by  the  town  and  books  with  periodicals  furnished. 
In  1900  the  Mattapan  district  was  provided  with  a  reading- 
room  and  all  the  library  facilities  for  that  portion  of  the 
town.  Literary  men  and  women  pursuing  special  lines  of 
study,  ministers,  teachers,  as  well  as  the  schools,  are 
awarded  special  privileges  at  our  library.  It  is  the  purpose 
of  the  town  and  the  plan  of  the  trustees  to  extend  its 
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usefulness  in  every  feasible  way.  Tin-  hiHi  a|i|iro|iri;iiiuii 
for  the  PiiMIc  Library  was  $2,101)  juhI  tin-  ih>«r  tax. 

Milton  (  \  nu'trry,  coveriuix  one  acre  of  land  id  1800,  luu 
now  an  area  of  fitty->l\  acrew,  two  i|uarterH  ntid  Iwmty 
rods.  \i)  hrtirr  location  could  lia\e  been  8flrrUtl  within 
tbe  limits  ol"  the  low  11  tor  burial  |»ur|)08C8.  It  hn«  liecn 
judiciously  planned  and  caret'uily  divided  into  nvrniiof, 
patlis  and  lots  by  the  b(  -t  landseape  artizaiH.  Tlir  town 
requires  its  trustees  t(>  k(  (  [>  tins  saered  place  in  the  In-nl  con- 
dition so  as  to  present  a  pcaccfnl  and  cpiiet  n>tin;j  phici' for 
those  who  i^n  from  n>,  and  an  in\itiii;j  locality  for  their 
friends.     The  annual  appropriation  for  its  can'  \h  $:?,(MK). 

Our  Fire  department  is  \(  rv  |»erte<  t  and  \  <  flieimt. 
It  consists  of  a  sti  am  lire  en^j^ine,  a  chemical  cn;;ine,  ImhiIc 
and  ladder  eo.,  supply  wairons,  hose  and  hose-iuen  In  full 
nund)ers.  ''Semper  Paratns"  miirht  be  It^  m-'tt  -.  b 
always  on  hand  and  always  in  time.  The  tire  alarm  it n-- 
graph  bears  the  ra[)id  inessaLTe  of  dani^^-r  to  thcf^e  watchful 
guardians,  who  are  ready  for  an  instantaneous  resjM>n**c. 
In  the  rear  of  the  town  hall  dwi  lls  the  element  ofsafrty  for 
all  citizens.  Fifteen  th(Hi>and  d<'l!  ii  -  \v  -  tb  bi-t  :ippro- 
priation  for  its  support. 

Thus  have  we  iilaneed  at  Milton  a^  it  is.  It  is  a  «;nind 
old  town,  and  a  hnndreil  years  have  a<ld' d  '  ■ 

maijnlficenee. 

From  this  review  the  natnral  inference  would  Ik*  that  a 
town  so  charming  in  its  scenic  attractions,  «k)  richly  »u|>- 
plied  with  all  things  ne(Hlful  to  contribute  to  pro^|K•rity 
and  ha[)piness,  would  be  unltetl  and  harmonious)  in  nil  iU 
atlairs.  That  the  citizens  would  be  interested  in  eacli  other 
and  would  act  together  f(»r  tlie  best  gotnl  of  all.     \\  herca« 
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the  citizens  of  Milton  bear  the  reputation  of  being  unsocial, 
exclusive  and  condescending.  If  this  reputation  is  justly 
attributable  to  them  it  may  be  explained  by  the  peculiar 
dividing  up  of  its  inhabitants. 

Far  back  in  the  centuries  "  Balster's  Brook  "  was  the 
dividino;  line  of  the  town.  The  citizens  were  desimated  as 
those  on  the  east  side  of  the  brook  and  those  on  the  west 
side. 

"  Milton  Lower  Mills  "  was  the  location  of  the  chocolate 
mill  and  the  head  of  tide  water  on  the  Neponset.  This, 
with  the  great  attractions  of  Milton  Hill,  ensured  a  thriving 
settlement  at  an  early  date.  The  business  of  shallop-build- 
ing at  Gulliver's  Landing,  with  the  early  selection  by 
Governor  Belcher  and  Secretary  Foye  of  East  jNIilton  as 
their  summer  home,  was  the  beginning  of  East  Milton 
vilLage.  The  paper  mill  at  "Milton  Upper  Mills"  or 
Mattapan,  was  the  nucleus  of  that  village.  The  balance  of 
the  township  was  occupied  by  fermers  scattered  widely  on 
large  farms.  These  villages,  located  in  the  outskirts  of  the 
town,  and  remote  from  each  other,  were  complete  in  them- 
selves and  found  all  needful  society  within  their  own  circle. 
The  farming  population,  widely  separated  from  each  other 
and  from  the  villages,  were  led  to  centre  their  interests,  and 
seek  their  enjoyments  among  themselves.  Thus  the  town 
was  early  divided  into  independent  villages  and  isolated 
farms. 

At  a  later  date  the  railroad  came  to  each  of  these  villages. 
This  contributed  largely  to  their  prosperity,  but  turned  the 
line  of  travel  wholly  outside  of  Milton.  At  five  different 
points  it  tapped  the  great  fountain  of  supply  to  irrigate  and 
enrich  the  land  outside.    The  people  never  forget  that 
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Avitliiii  :i  half  hour  ihcv  may  ivach  ihf  ;^^n;ii  <  . :  ..i..  i.  all 
the  ir  N\  ants,  j)h\  >i('al,  moral,  Hociul,  inti'llt'rtiiiil  iiikI  rfliifioim 
may  he  met  and  tiilly  satisfied. 

'l\)-(lay  we  ha\('  the  t\V(»  oriLfinal  chuii  lK  -  ai»<i  lii^  .n- 
buihliii<;s  ol  the  town  at  the  centre  of  thi*  ln(\'ilitv,  llic 
peoph'  are  tai'  aw  a\  . 

At  Mihon  Lower  Mills,  the  ^o(•ial  Nsanl-.  ehiireh 
privilei^es  and  tanilly  -upplies  inny  all  he  tlrawn  fr«»in  Dor- 
chester more  easily  than  tVom  the  h<tmr  town,  llnittli  Hill 
and  vieinity  find  a  nt  ar  and  ready  supply  for  even*  deiiuuul 
at  Hyde  Park.  rin"  most  wt'steily  part  of  the  town 
naturally  turns  toward  the  rallri»ad  outlet  at  Keadville, 
while  Scott's  ^^'oods  aufl  New  State  are  now  on  the  line  of 
street  cars  leadinu-  in  all  directions. 

jNIilton  lias  }t(j  jjni/ff  ofcrntrnlizntion  " 
citizens  cluster^  (ind  tinrnrds  u  hlch  evenjthuaj  ronv*  rtjt:s. 
As  a  consequence,  though  .-tranL^e  to  say,  the  tt»\vnHpeoplc 
are  unac(iuainted  with  each  other,  i  xcept  in  villaire**  and 
neiirliborhoods.  Home  interests  are  overlookeil,  homo 
churches  hmguish,  home  trade  is  paralyzed,  and  Miltonitcj* 
are  termed  unsocial  and  exidusive. 

If  this  spirit  exists  it  cannot  ari>e  from  any  settled  pur- 
pose of  action,  nmch  less  iVom  unkindliness  of  feelin;;. 
There  never  was  a  people  more  considerate  of  the  dejier\  ing 
poor,  or  more  ready  to  cn<,^'l«;e  in  every  «:o.m1  work,  in  their 
ow  n  w  ay,  or  better  to  live  among,  as  an  experience  of  fifty 
years  heartily  bears  witness. 

And  one  can  truly  say,  adoptin-  the  wonls  of  the  i>ocl 
regardinu'  his  own  country  :  — 

.Milton,  "  with  all  ihv  faults  I  luvc  ihcc  still." 

A.  K.  TKKLE. 

Milton,  :Mav  I'.Uh,  r.Mio. 


